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2026 4Q The Gift of Prophecy
Lesson 2: The Call of a Prophet

by Tim Jennings
Before we get into this week’s lesson I wanted to follow up on one item from last week’s lesson.

LESSON 1: THURSDAY

In the third paragraph the lesson states,
e The Bible is a revelation of God Himself. It is through His words that we learn who He is, see
His relentless love, and discover His guidance for how we are to live. Adult SS Guide 4™ Q

2026, The Gift of Prophecy, p. 11.

Thoughts? Read it carefully, think it through, any concerns about this? How about if I highlight one
word for your reflection?

e The Bible is a revelation of God Himself. It is through His words that we learn who He is, see
His relentless love, and discover His guidance for how we are to live. Adult SS Guide 4™ Q

2026, The Gift of Prophecy, p. 11, emphasis mine.

This may be a typo in the editing process, so I am not alleging anything against the quarterly, but since
this is the way it is written we must deal with it and inquire as to the meaning.

Is saying, “It is through His words that we learn” the same as saying “It is through His Word that we
learn who He is”?

What is the difference between these two:

e [t is through His words that we learn who He is
e [t is through His Word that we learn who He is

Is the difference real, objective, reality-based, or is my concern only semantics?
Jesus said,
e You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.
These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. John

5:39-40 NIV&4.

They were reading the words of Scripture, but they were not learning about God, why not?
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If it is through the words of Scripture that we know who God is, then why don’t all who read the Bible
and claim to believe it follow the same God?

What about these Scriptures:

e In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. John 1:1, 14 NIV84.

e “Itell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have
no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him
up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. John 6:53-55 NIV 84.

What happens if we replace the Word of God with the words of God and then conclude this means the
66 books alone?

Let me be clear: I believe the Bible, the 66 books, are the inspired written record given by God
through the Holy Spirit who enlightened the minds of His prophets and penmen to write down truths
that He revealed to them. And therefore, the words of Scripture are

e Useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness 2 Timothy 3:16 NIV 84.

However, the words of Scripture, other than the Ten Commandments, are not God’s words—they are
the words of humans. God inspired truths and the humans chose the words of their language and
culture to convey the truths revealed to them by God. And words change meaning over time, even
within the same language. Thus, we must not get locked into words. In the preface to the 1611 KJV of
the Bible there is a message from the translators to the readers and in it they write:

e “For is the kingdom of God become words or syllables? Why should we be in bondage to
them, if we may be free?” https://ccel.org/bible/kjv/preface/prefl10.htm

e “Another things we think good to admonish thee of (gentle Reader) that we have not tied
ourselves to an uniformity of phrasing, or to an identity of words, as some peradventure would
wish that we had done, because they observe, that some learned men somewhere, have been as
exact as they could that way.” https://ccel.org/bible/kjv/preface/pref10.htm

Words are not inspired, the people who wrote the Bible were inspired with truths and chose the best
words to convey those truths. Thus, it is legitimate to replace the words of Hebrew, Aramaic and
Greek with English and other language words as long as we retain the truths, the meaning the words
are intended to convey.

Reality, truth, is what matters, not the words used to convey the truth. This famous line from Romeo
and Juliet conveys this truth:
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e JULIET: “What’s in a name? That which we call a rose, by any other name would smell as
sweet.” William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet (Act II, Scene II).

Satan is the father of lies, he has no truth on his side so he seeks to manipulate words to convey false
meanings, to subtly shift the meaning of what is said.

In Eden, “did God really say?” He didn’t say, “God did not say” but did He really say that, meaning,
did He really mean that. That is the nature of deception, twisting words to introducing lies.

Jesus said,

e “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but
keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.” But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by
heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is
the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair
white or black. Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,” and your ‘No,” ‘No’; anything beyond this
comes from the evil one.” Matthew 5;33-37 NIV &4,

What kind of systems work with oaths for testimony? Imposed law systems, do you swear to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth? Why do imposed law systems want oaths? So they
can avoid the truth but obey the law.

God is the God of reality, it isn’t about the words, it is always about the meaning.

And God does use words to communicate, but we only learn truth when we are humbly surrendered to
Him, are enlightened by the Holy Spirit, and are honestly seeking the true meaning of what the words
are intended to convey.

And this leads us right back to Jesus, the Word made flesh. The most important truths of Scripture are
not the declared truths, but the historical, lived out, accomplishments, actions, evidence of God, most
fully revealed in Jesus.

How do we maximize the likelihood we are finding the true meaning behind the words? By
harmonizing all the evidence of reality that the Creator of reality has given us. We read the Scriptures
harmonized with the other evidentiary threads that the Scriptures themselves teach us God has
provided to us: Nature (Romans 1:20), and through life’s experiences (taste and see that the Lord is
good).

With all this in mind, do you see any dangers or concerns if we confuse the “words” of God with the
living Word of God? What dangers?

One is that we can come to believe that the words of Scripture are inspired rather than the truths being
conveyed by the words. If we conclude that the words themselves are inspired, that could lead, not
only to error in our beliefs, but magical thinking, incantations, believing we must know and say the
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right words to have saving power. Or we must use the right syllables when baptizing or ending our
prayers or it doesn’t count etc.

A second concern is that it can lead the mind to believe in declarations, proclamations, assertions,
claims, edicts, directives, commands—in other words, to the mindset of “the Bible said I believe it
that’s all there is to it.”

Jesus said,

e “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” John 8:31,32 NIV84.

What does this mean? Does, “hold to my teaching” mean the same thing as hold to my words? Or does
teaching mean we comprehend and understand the reality, truths, meaning, kingdom, principles,
methods, something beyond words?

Imposed law, rules-oriented systems, do not require understanding of reasons, comprehension of
principles, they require merely obedience to the law, the rule, do it because I said so, because it is the
law, because that is the declaration, because the person in authority has ordered it.

This approach destroys individuality, identity, the image of God in people and turns people into
mindless drones who wait for the authority to tell them the answer. This is the style of communism,
they want their citizens to mindlessly believe what the government says and not ask questions, not
look to reality, to believe because it is the law.

God is the Creator He wants our love, our trust, our agreement, our loyalty, our freewill choice to
participate and follow Him. He wants us asking questions with hearts that long for truth, to grow,
advance, develop. He does not want us to believe merely because He said it, but because we know
Him—and understand, based on reality, that He is trustworthy. So we will believe many things that we
don’t fully comprehend—but one thing we will be fully persuaded upon that we don’t take on claims,
is that God is trustworthy, God is good, God is righteous, God is reliable, God is for us, God does not
need persuasion to help us. And because we are settled into that kind of trust we will follow when we
don’t fully understand, but we will simultaneously be just like every loving and obedient child, asking
“Why daddy? What is the purpose? How come? What is the reason? Why does it need to be this
way?” These questions are not asked out of rebellion or distrust, but out of love and trust to grow,
comprehend, and understand every more fully reality and the God of reality.

And it will be people just like this who become God’s true spokespersons, the ones who actually know
Him and not just know some things about Him. These are the people God is waiting for, those who
reason and think, who are won back to love and trust based on the experiential knowledge of God and
who are able to speak the truth about God—these are His true spokespersons. And all of them will be
worshiping God as Creator and will not be presenting Him in the false light of a being who functions
like a dictator.
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And with that in mind, if you turn to last week’s Friday’s lesson, they have included a quotation from
one of the founders of the SDA church. Her description of one of the critical things that changed in her
understanding of the Bible and God that enlightened her mind to reality and made her a person who |
believe was a spokesperson for God. She wrote, and see if you agree with this:

e My views of the Father were changed. I now looked upon him as a kind and tender parent,
rather than a stern tyrant compelling men to a blind obedience. My heart went out towards him
in a deep and fervent love. Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, p. 39.

What is described as changing?

What would be necessary to change for this shift to occur?

If a person believes God is compelling people to blind obedience, what kind of law do they believe He
uses? Wouldn’t that belief be predicated upon the lie that God’s law functions like human law and
therefore justice requires enforcement through punishment? And that leads to the lie that is the source
of death for disobedience? This is the deep lie, the deep change in the law that happened when the

church Romanized, accepted Rome’s idea of law.

What impact does it have on a person if their view of God changes so that they shift from seeing Him
as a being who compels blind obedience to a kind and tender parent?

So EGW is saying she realized that God is not this way, and her entire ministry was focused on
leading people back to worshiping God as Creator.

SABBATH

Read third paragraph,

e Often God’s prophets did not readily accept their call to the prophetic office. And no wonder.
Many prophets were strongly opposed by those who should have welcomed their
messages. God’s prophets were ignored, ridiculed, beaten, or jailed. Others were stoned or
hunted like wild animals. Several were martyred. Adult SS Guide 4™ Q 2026, The Gift of
Prophecy, p. 14, emphasis mine.

The lesson notes that the prophets were strongly opposed not by the godless, but by those who should
have welcomed their message. The people that should have welcomed their message were the people
who were claiming to believe God’s Word, to be members of God’s church/people, claiming God’s
name, but these were the very ones opposing God’s messengers.
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Read Matthew 21:33-44:

e ‘“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some
farmers and went away on a journey. When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to
the tenants to collect his fruit. The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another,
and stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants
treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,” he
said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s
kill him and take his inheritance.” So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and
killed him. Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?”

“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard
to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone the builders rejected has
become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I tell
you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will
produce its fruit. He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls
will be crushed.” Matthew 21:33-44 NIV84.

Thoughts about this parable?
Do you see this applying to the Jewish nation?

Let’s be clear, this is not talking about individual Jewish people, but the nation as an organization.
That organization was, for many years in history, God’s organization on Earth to carry His message of
salvation to the world. Is that nation God’s organization for His mission today? No! But that doesn’t
mean individual Jews cannot be part of God’s team and still part of God’s mission—they can!
Individual Jews are not condemned because that organization lost its mission. Paul makes this clear in
Romans, any individual Jew can be grafted in easier that the non-Jews if they will surrender in trust
and accept the truth.

But does this parable apply only to the Jewish nation? Or does it reach beyond that group all the way
to us today?

Has God called any other peoples or groups or organizations for mission throughout history? Have all
of those organizations or groups stayed on mission or have some lost their way?

And if an organization that is called and blessed by God rejects or fails to fulfill their mission and

instead advances a false message, a false gospel, and refuse to repent and get back on mission for God,
what will happen?
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Same as with the Jews, that organization will turn against God’s true messengers, it will reject the
Holy Spirit, and if the leaders and people do not repent, then God brings in others to carry the message
forward and that organization is no longer on mission. The organization may still exist; it may claim
it is on mission for God; it may continue to do the various routines of religious activity, but just like
the Jewish nation, if it isn’t taking the actual message of Jesus Christ to the world, the true gospel if
His kingdom, it is no longer on mission.

Can you think of any examples in history where this has happened?

The hardest thing to do in life is to look in the mirror and admit one’s own shortcomings, to
acknowledge where we have been wrong, to admit we need to change and repent. And it has been a
painful journey for me to recognize, like Paul had to recognize, that my church has been called by God
with a special mission, but sadly, has to a great degree, walked away from that mission and is, in many
ways, off mission.

The following quotes are from one of the founders of the SDA church, interestingly enough, the one
founder who the church leadership officially recognizes as having the special gift of prophecy, yet
when she began to write the following, they shipped her to Australia—as far away on planet earth one
can get from North America where the leadership was. Consider what she says, in regard to the
question about being on mission for the Lord:

e On many occasions the Holy Spirit did work, but those who resisted the Spirit of God at
Minneapolis were waiting for a chance to travel over the same ground again, because their
spirit was the same. Afterward, when they had evidence heaped upon evidence, some were
convicted, but those who were not softened and subdued by the Holy Spirit's working, put
their own interpretation upon every manifestation of the grace of God, and they have lost
much. They pronounced in their heart and soul and words that this manifestation of the Holy
Spirit was fanaticism and delusion. They stood like a rock, the waves of mercy flowing upon
and around them, but beaten back by their hard and wicked hearts, which resisted the Holy
Spirit's working. Had this been received, it would have made them wise unto salvation; holier
men, prepared to do the work of God with sanctified ability. But all the universe of heaven
witnessed the disgraceful treatment of Jesus Christ, represented by the Holy Spirit. Had
Christ been before them, they would have treated him in a manner similar to that in
which the Jews treated Christ. Ellen G. White, 1888 p. 1478, emphasis mine.

e An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to accept this truth, lay at the
foundation of a large share of the opposition manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord's
message through Brethren [E.J.] Waggoner and [A.T.] Jones. By exciting that opposition
Satan succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a great measure, the special power
of the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to them. The enemy prevented them from
obtaining that efficiency which might have been theirs in carrying the truth to the world, as the
apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the whole earth
with its glory was resisted, and by the action of our own brethren has been in a great
degree kept away from the world. Selected Messages volume 1, p. 234, emphasis mine.
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But the work that all heaven was waiting to do (1888 Minneapolis) as soon as men prepared
the way (Jones and Waggoner), was not done. For the leaders closed and bolted the door
against the Holy Spirit” Letter 123 (1902) Battle Creek Letters pp 55, 56, emphasis mine.

Do you see the messengers of God who are bringing the true gospel message being rejected by the
organization God has called to share His end time message?

This is my opening after the preface to our new magazine The Alpha and Omega of Apostasy: God’s
Message and the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

There has always been tension between God’s gospel messengers and the enemy of truth;
between those advancing heavenly light and those who seek to control, manage, and guide it
for their own ends; between those following God and those following those who claim to be
led by Him.

But the message itself is God’s message—not the message of any organization or institution.
God’s message cannot be managed, guided, or controlled by earthly systems. And it is His
eternal gospel message that matters, not the systems that spread it or the systems that try to
control it.

The great Reformer Martin Luther (1483—1546) faced this tension between pursuing truth
versus conforming to one institution’s interpretations. Luther held that the true church is “the
daughter of the Word, not the mother of the Word,” and he famously added that if he were the
only person in the world still holding to the Word, he alone would be the church. Thus, Luther
urged, “Let him who wants a true church cling to the Word by which everything is upheld.” !

For Luther, the eternal gospel creates and authenticates the church—not the reverse.

The beloved theologian A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) likewise drew a hard line between living
faith and mere organization: “One hundred religious persons knit into a unity by careful
organization do not constitute a church any more than eleven dead men make a football team.’
He added that “an organization and a name do not make a church. ... The first requisite is life,
always.””

b

https://discover.hubpages.com/religion-philosophy/Martin-Luther-Quotes;
https://www.azquotes.com/author/9142-Martin_Luther/tag/church

https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/104214-one-hundred-religious-persons-knit-into-a-unity-by-careful;
https://faithunlocked.wordpress.com/2017/03/05/quotes-on-church-unity/
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What is the message of God? It is the eternal gospel, the eternal good news about Him that
has always been true and will always be true. And it is this good news about God that is to go
to the entire world, for the purpose of preparing it for Christ’s return. It is the same message
that all of God’s people throughout history have been taking to the world.

Because the eternal gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16), God is
constantly working to advance His kingdom of truth and love, even when the people He has
called to be His agents refuse to follow Him further. When one organization or group closes
itself to the advancing gospel, God brings others to His cause—because the message is His
message; the gospel is His gospel. It is not owned or controlled by any organization.

Two thousand years ago, when the organization God ordained to carry the knowledge of Him
to the world rejected His message and crucified His Messenger, God brought those from
outside that organization to His cause. They accepted the truth, joined with some from the
original organization, and together they took that message to the world—but without the
original organization’s approval, endorsement, or support.

In fact, that very system—which had been called by God to be the light to the world—instead
warred against the advancing truth.

We see this process repeating throughout Christian history (the Dark Ages, the Reformation)
and in our lives today. When one organization or group, blessed by God with advancing light,
closes its heart, mind, and resources and stops moving forward with that truth—and instead
works against it, seeking to silence and purge those who carry it forward—God raises up others
whose hearts love truth and who will invest themselves in sharing it.

The message is God’s message, and just like Paul, the disciples, and others, 2000 years ago, who were
Jews, and despite their organization rejecting God’s message, they did not and they stayed on mission

and took the gospel message to the world. That is our calling, to recognize and separate the true gospel
message from any organization or system and commit our individual selves to Jesus Christ and stay on
mission for Him.

So, what would you say will be the factors that determines whether people are part of God’s end time

spokespersons, on His end time team—membership in a denomination, or reborn in heart and mind
and taking His message to the world?

SUNDAY

The lesson points to Abraham as an example of those who are part of God’s covenant people—and the
bottom pink section reads:

e Scripture says that Abrham “believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness”
(Gen. 15:6). How do you see the promise of the gospel powerfully revealed in this text? What
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hope can you take from this for yourself? Adult SS Guide 4™ Q 2026, The Gift of Prophecy, p.
15.

What does it mean, counted it to him for righteousness?
Paul quotes this in Romans:

e What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? If, in fact,
Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. What
does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation.
However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is
credited as righteousness. David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the
man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works... Romans 4:1-6 NIV84.

How do you understand this?
It all depends on the law lens one sees it through.

If one believes God’s law functions like human law, imposed rules requiring imposed punishment,
then one believes sin is a legal problem, breaking rules, which requires God to use power to enforce
His law through punishment. The minimum punishment is death, and therefore we are all under God’s
legal death penalty and there is nothing we can do to change this. So God sent His Son, who lived
sinlessly and legally placed all human sins upon Jesus and punished them by executing His Son, and
now His Son offers His shed blood as the legal payment to the Father to pay the legal prices and if we
accept by faith this legal payment then God legally declares us, accounts us, counts us, reckons us to
be legally righteous even though in reality of heart, mind, attitude, function we remain unrighteous.

Here are just a couple of quotes documenting this view, it is throughout most of Christianity.

e “Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life, and when you put your trust in him, he takes his
righteousness and credits it to your account. You gain access to righteousness not because of
anything you have done but because Christ applied it to your account. This imputed
righteousness puts you in right standing before the Father as if you had done the right thing all
along.” https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-is-imputed-righteousness.html,
emphasis mine.

e [Imputed righteousness] is “charging to an account, used in the Bible with legal reference to
sin and salvation being recorded by God. ... When Scripture speaks of the imputation of good
or evil, it does not suggest that any change of moral character is involved. Scripture does
affirm that, from God’s perspective, righteousness or sin is charged to an individual’s
account. Elwell, W. A., & Comfort, P. W. (2001). In Tyndale Bible dictionary (pp. 630—631).
Tyndale House Publishers, emphasis mine.
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But this is not reality, this is a legal fiction. It is the explanation give to the atonement and work of
Christ by those who have misdiagnosed the sin problem. If you have accepted the lie about God’s law
being functionally like human law, then you misdiagnose the sin problem as being legal, rule breaking,
and then if that is the problem one conceives, creates, constructs a solution to the supposed problem
which is this fictional legal view.

But reality requires we return to worshiping God as Creator and the Creator’s laws are the laws that
reality is built upon and which life flourishes upon. Breaking these laws takes the sinner out of
harmony with God and heaven and will result in death unless God’s laws of life are restored in the
sinner.

And what is required to restore God’s law of love, truth, freedom, trust in the sinner, they must choose
truth, love, and trust and open their heart to God and surrender to Him. That is a fundamental
realignment of the heart and mind of the sinful being.

The natural state of the sinful human heart and mind is enmity to God, it is a state of distrust and
rebellion driven by fear and selfishness. In other words, the mind, heart, spirit and soul, of the sinner is
out of tune, out of harmony, in dissonance, rebellion with God and His law of love, truth, freedom, we
naturally do not trust God.

And what does the Bible say Abraham did? His heart which is naturally a heart driven by fear,
selfishness and distrust of God, was won to the point Abraham chose to trust God. And as soon as
Abraham’s heart was, in reality changed from distrust to trust, God recognized reality, and accounted,
reckoned, counted Abraham as justified, put right, set right, because in fact, his distrusting heart was
put right with God. Abraham’s heart was realigned, reset, recalibrated, retuned, made right with God
again.

That is what justification of individual sinners is, being put right in heart and mind and again. There is
nothing legal going on, nothing external to the sinner going on, it is internal reality-based realignment
of the individual operating system with God, writing His living law upon our hearts and minds.

This is how I paraphrased this in The Remedy:

e What about our father Abraham: what did he understand about this issue? If Abraham was
somehow healed by his own efforts at keeping a set of rules or performing certain rituals, then
he would have his own healing formula to promote, and would not need trust in God. But what
does the Scripture say? "Abraham trusted God, and his trust was recognized as righteousness
because the distrust caused through Satan's lies had been removed, and through trust he was
endowed with a new heart, right motives and Christlike principles." Now, when a person
works, their wages are earned and are not a gift or an endowment. But the person who doesn't
try to earn God's Remedy by working for it, but instead comes to know and trust God—that
person's trust is recognized as righteousness because the distrust caused by Satan's lies has
been removed, and through trust they receive from God transformation of heart and experience
God's own righteous character created within. David says the exact same thing when he
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describes the blessedness of the person to whom God bestows his perfect cure without them
working to earn it... Romans 4:1-6 REM.

The lesson also points out that God instructed Abraham to sacrifice Isaac. We all know the end of the
story that God didn’t actually require Abraham to go through with it, but why did God give this
instruction at all? What was the purpose of God in doing this?

Was God somehow suggesting in theater that He was going to kill His own Son? Some suggest this,
but no, this is not what was happening.

When we understand reality and design law, we realize something much more profound was
occurring, something designed not only to reveal truth, but to help Abraham overcome sin in his own
life.

On two occasions, with Pharaoh and Abimilech, Abraham had the opportunity to trust God with his
life, but on both occasions Abraham, instead of trusting God lied and told these powerful men that
Sarah was his sister and not his wife.

Why did Abraham lie?

Abraham lied because he was afraid? Why did Adam and Eve run from God after they sinned?
Because they were afraid. Fear is part of the infection of sin and is the feeling which comes when trust
is broken. Fear causes selfishness. Fear is the emotion of the survival-of-the-fittest drive. Fearful, self-
centered decision-making is the opposite of love; it leads one to seek to save oneself, and away from
both trusting God with one’s life and acting in love so that one will sacrifice self for others.

All humans are infected with selfishness and apart from God act in self-interest. God calls all humans
to healing/salvation, those who respond are restored to trust, in trust we open the heart and the Spirit
brings new a new life, a new spirit, the spirit of Christ with drives, new desires of love.

But even though we have been reborn and trust God, we still old habits and defects of character are not
instantly eradicated. Transformation of character occurs in the context of the trust relationship with
God as we choose to apply to our lives what God has revealed is best for us.

This is the only way God can heal the heart of a person and have that person’s individuality, identity
and personhood retained. We must actively choose to participate with God. When we trust Him,
receive the indwelling Spirit, and then choose to do that when we know is God’s will, despite feelings
of fear and insecurity, our brains rewire and our characters are changed.

God wants to heal humanity—you and me—from this fear and selfishness. Abraham was a sinner just

like the rest of us and Abraham needed the same divine Remedy. So, what does Abraham’s experience
teach us about God’s plan to heal and restore?
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We see in Abraham, the model of faith; how he became a model of faith. He was not born a model of
faith. Abraham struggled with the same temptations and failings as you and I; God led Abraham on a
path designed to mature Abraham and instill in Abraham trusting, godlike character.

Abraham had feelings of fear that overruled his judgment and on more than one occasion he lied to
protect himself. This was damaging to Abraham. God loved Abraham and wanted to free Abraham
from fear and selfishness, from his weakness of character, and to restore him to righteousness. The
only way this could happen was to bring Abraham to points of decision where Abraham had to
exercise his will to choose to trust God, open his heart to the Spirit and then choose to do what he
knew was right in the face of powerful feelings tempting him in the opposite direction.

Why did God call Abraham to sacrifice Isaac? For multiple reasons.

First, for Abraham’s character development. Abraham needed to choose to trust God and overcome his
own fear, insecurity and patterns of seeking to save self.

The second reason God called Abraham to sacrifice Isaac:

e Jesus said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was
glad.” John 8:56 NIV84

Abraham longed to know God more intimately, to understand God’s character and plan of salvation, to
comprehend and see the Savior. God instructed Abraham to sacrifice Isaac as a means to fulfill
Abraham’s desire of understanding, connecting with, empathizing with, knowing and moving into
intimacy with God. It was an answer to Abraham’s prayer, request. In this agonizing struggle to
sacrifice his son, Abraham identified with and gained insight into the heart of God. One Bible
commentary put it this way:

The third reason God called Abraham to sacrifice Isaac:

To demonstrate to the intelligent beings in heaven (sinless angels) that those who do trust God are
healed and restored—that God’s methods work!

Paul wrote:
e “For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we
have been made a spectacle (theater) to the world, both to angels and to men.” 1Corithians 4:9
NKJV
Angels cannot read the secrets of the heart—only God can. If angels could see the secrets of the heart

then 1/3 of them would not have been deceived by Lucifer. Therefore, God demonstrates His methods
work.

2026 4Q L2 Page | 13



And finally, to demonstrate that God does not want human sacrifice! God never intended for Abraham
to actually kill his son. God knew all along that He would not allow Abraham to kill Isaac. But God
did this for the reasons stated above, and to do one more thing—to demonstrate that human sacrifice is
NOT what God wants, nor will God accept it. Many ancient pagan cultures promoted human sacrifice.
God, through Abraham, demonstrated that He does not require, nor accept, human sacrifice.

Through the prophet Micah the Bible states:

e With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with
thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of o0il? Shall I offer my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has showed you, O man, what is
good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God. Micah 6:6-8, emphasis mine.

When we return to design law we can read stories like God’s instructions to Abraham to sacrifice [saac

and realize we humans are sick in sin and God is the source of goodness, truth, love and life and is
only and always working to heal and restore all who trust Him!

MONDAY

The lesson points to Elijah and notes the prophecy in Malachi,

e But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its
wings... See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the
LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the
children to their fathers. Malachi 4:2, 5, 6 NIV84, emphasis mine.

What does this mean?

Jesus is the sun of righteousness, before His return He rises like the SUN, gradually increasing the rays
of truth being revealed. All who are lovers of truth orient their minds and hearts around truth. Just as
plants orient to the sun, the righteous grow, heal, and mature from the truth and love of God.

And these people also are lights to the world, they are called to be God’s spokespersons, to give the
witness the same message Elijah gave when he confronted Baal... and remember who Baal was?
e Sonof El
God of weather than thunder
Fought Leviathan
Fought Mot
Died rose again
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But what is the problem? Baal required appeasement, payment, to bless, to avoid punishment.

Baal became Zeus to the Greeks, Jupiter to the Romans, Thor to the Nors, and the imposter Jesus to
those who worship a god who is like Baal, requiring the blood of a human sacrifice be offered to him
in order to legally pardon and not kill us.

Thus the message, the truth gospel message is to be given to the world that God is not like Baal, God

is Creator whose laws are design laws and He will heal and restore all who trust Him.

TUESDAY

Focus is on Isaiah, the lesson emphasizes Isaiah 53, thoughts about this passage?
Very powerful prophecy, let’s read a portion:

He was despised and rejected by men,

a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.
Like one from whom men hide their faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he took up our infirmities

and carried our sorrows,

yet we considered him stricken by God,
smitten by him, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions,

he was crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed.

We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed and afflicted,

yet he did not open his mouth;

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.

Isaiah 53:3—7 NIV 84, emphasis mine.

2026 4Q L2 Page | 15



TUESDAY

The lesson points to Adam and Eve’s sin and how they were changed, how would you described what
changed when Adam sinned and what God needed to do to fix it?

WEDNESDAY

The lesson focuses on the events after the fall:
e expelled from the garden
e barred from the tree of life

e cursed is the ground etc.

Why did all of this happen? What is the reality based reasons for it?

THURSDAY

The lesson focuses on the multiple ways God communicates to us, what ways have you found to be
helpful?

What role do we, each one of us have, today in God’s purpose? Are we called to be His
spokespersons? Or is it only those with the special gift of prophecy, having had divine visions?

What is the message we are to take to the world today?
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