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2026 4Q The Gift of Prophecy
Lesson 1: The Creator Speaks

by Tim Jennings

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

NEW PAMPHLET: The Alpha and Omega of Apostasy: God’s Message and the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, is now available in the US at no cost. You can read it online, download the pdf for
printing, or order print copies to be mailed to a US postal address for sharing at
https://comeandreason.shop. We encourage you to read it and share it with your friends.

SABBATH

The lesson points out that sin destroyed the intimate connection with God and that God wants to
restore that communication and has provided various ways in which He speaks to us, including
prophecy.

Question—how would you describe what sin did that the intimacy, the face to face communion, with
God was broken up?

When Adam sinned:
e Did God get changed?
¢ Did God become unwilling to communicate?
e Did God have something about Him that prevented intimate communication with humans?
¢ Did something need to be done to God to create a way for God to communicate with us
again—for instance did a sacrifice have to be made before God could legally communicate
with us again, or before God could resolve his anger enough to communicate with us?

What was the problem? What does sin do that interferes with God’s communication with us?

What does the evidence of Scripture reveal?

As soon as Adam and Eve sinned, they ran and hid because they were afraid and tried to cover
themselves with leaves—note, no conversation with God had yet occurred, there is no record of divine
condemnation, yet they are running and hiding in fear and distrust of God.

What does that tell you? Where is the problem that sin caused operating, existing, occurring?

It is occurring in the spirit temple, the sanctuary of the heart and mind where God’s glory, Shekinah is
to dwell, and instead of the sinless, pure, holy, Spirit of God, of love and trust enlightening, animating,
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empowering, inspiring, driving the thriving of Adam and Eve, they are now infected with the spirit
fear and selfishness and running, hiding, distrusting, and cutting themselves off from God.

Their spirit temples are corrupted, deteriorating, collapsing, decohering, and dying. They must be
cleansed, renewed, healed, reborn with a new life, a sinless life.

But how? How can God connect with them, to the point they overcome their inner fear, guilt, shame,
that drives them to run and hide enough that they will open their hearts in trust and be reborn? How
can God cleanse their sanctuaries and restore a right and holy spirit within them?

God communicates to them directly in Eden, diagnosing what is wrong, assures them of His never
changing love and goodness, and promises Messiah, and intervenes in their hearts and minds and
places a desire for good, dissatisfaction with sin, a longing for heaven, Eden, and then of course He
sent Jesus to provide us the truth to destroy lies and win us to trust, and also, and this is critical, a new
sinless life, a new breath of life entered into the species in the incarnation of Christ. And He
developed, by using His human abilities, into a sinless mature sealed and perfected human being who
becomes the new head of the race and through whom we, in reality, receive a new life, His divine
nature and thereby are reconnected, reconciled, restored to union with the Father through trust/faith.

But there is a problem in God’s ability to save us from this sin condition and that is the very condition
corrupts the mind of sinners such that we misconstrue and misunderstand His grace, love, and saving
actions.

The disease of sin distorts the mind so that without help we misunderstand and mis-encode the
evidence.

The disease of addiction causes the addict to misread loving family interventions as condemnation and
threat, not as love and help.

The disease of schizophrenia causes the psychotic to misread the doctor as trying to poison them.

And sin causes humans to misread God’s actions as seeking to inflict punishment and thus the fallen
mind creates theological constructs designed to hide and protect us from God rather than open
ourselves fully to Him.

So what must God do in this state to restore communication? What methods has He employed through
history to reach us?
e Speaks face to face with some (Adam/Eve/Enoch/Abraham/Moses etc.)
Speaks through what He has made (Romans 1:20)
Speaks through dreams
Speaks through visions
Speaks through people (Jonah, Isaiah, etc.)
Speaks through Scripture
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Speaks through events, circumstances and reality (signs of the times)
Speaks through life experiences

Speaks through angels (Daniel 10)

Speaks through prophecy

The last sentence of the Sabbath’s lesson says, “God still talks to us, and He still uses His prophets to
do just that.”

Who are the prophets God is speaking to us through today?

How many of you function as a prophet?

How do you define who is a prophet?

Does a prophet mean only prognosticating future events or other elements?

Is a prophet only a person who has had a supernatural vision, dream, or face to face communication
with a heavenly angel?

Would a prophet be anyone who is enlightened and directed by the Holy Spirit to take a message from
God to others?

Is there a difference between someone directed by the Holy Spirit to take a message to someone or
some group and the special gift of prophecy?

I understand the special gift of prophecy to be the supernatural enlightenments that occur through
God’s actions, whether visions, dreams, or direct communications with angels, or God Himself.

But I also understand that in Scripture, the prophets of God are God’s spokespersons, people who are
enlightened and empowered by the Holy Spirit to take the message God has to be taken at that time to
others.

Revelation describes that before Christ comes there is a large group of people who do just that:

e After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four
winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree.
Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He
called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and
the sea: “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the
servants of our God.” Revelation 7:1-3 NIV84, emphasis mine.

Who are the servants of God that receive His seal?
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Throughout Scripture, the term “servant” is repeatedly applied to God’s prophets. And God’s prophets
are not primarily those who foretell the future, like Daniel and John did, but they are God’s
spokespersons, the individuals who are sent by Him to the people of that time with a message from
God specifically for them (1 Kings 14:18; 2 Kings 9:7, 17:23, 21:10; Ezra 9:11; Jeremiah 7:25, 25:4,
26:5, 29:19, 35:15; Ezekiel 38:17; Daniel 9:10; Zechariah 1:6). As Amos has written:

e Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the
prophets. Amos 3:7 NIV84, emphasis mine.

This would include the culmination of the events on planet Earth—God would not bring to completion
the plan without first revealing it to His “servants the prophets,” who are here represented as the
144,000.

And from their witness there is a great multitude from all peoples of the world who are saved.

This is why Jesus in His parable of the wedding feast says,

e The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his
servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to
come. Matthew 22:2-3 NIV84, emphasis mine.

God is waiting for His servants—who are His spokespersons, the prophets, to be sealed then the final

events occur and from their witness and great multitude is saved.

MONDAY

The lesson points out that love requires freedom and God created Adam and Eve with freedom of
choice, and that the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil was placed their for their development, for
them to think, reflect, consider the evidences, and choose for themselves what they would know.
Would they know by choice, by experience truth, love, trust, loyalty to God or would they know by
choice, fear, selfishness, guilt, shame, distrust—evil?

This was not a legal test of rule-keeping, it was a reality-based test of their individuality, giving them
real freedom to choose what they would know in their character, hearts, minds, what kind of beings
they would become.

God can make robots or free beings, but if God chooses to make a free being He cannot make their
choices and them still be free. God did choose to make free beings and those free beings, Satan and his
angels and Adam and Eve, chose to use their freedom to encode lies, break trust with God, corrupt
themselves.

2026 4Q L1 Page | 4



Their choices changed them structurally, functionally, characterologically, their condition operates out
of harmony with reality, with the laws upon which life is built, and without intervention from God
they will decay and die.

God gave them freedom to choose, but because of how reality works they are not free of the results of
their choices—and those results are catastrophic, devastating, destructive.

Yet because God is good, God is love, God is righteous, God did not leave humanity to the
consequences of Adam and Eve’s choice, but He intervened to heal and restore, to remove the
corruption, the error, the defect, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world came to restore
the human species to perfection, to unity with God. God accomplished His goal to save humanity in
the person of Jesus Christ who, through Mary, became a real human being. He partook of the very life
breathed into Adam and corrupted by Adam, but the incarnation Jesus was accomplished when the
Holy Spirit conceived His humanity within Mary. The Holy Spirit in the formation of Jesus humanity
breathed a new breath of life into the human species, a sinless, holy, pure, breath of life entered the
species human when Jesus became human. And Jesus became the reality-based connecting link
between fallen humanity and sinless God. And Jesus, using only His human abilities, lived sinlessly
and purged, destroyed, eliminated the spirit of fear and selfishness become our sinless Savior, the
second Adam. Fully man, but also fully God.

What Jesus did had nothing of a legal, imposed, paying legal penalties to God in it at all. It was all
reality-based requirements to restore this broken and corrupt creation back into harmony with God and
God’s law of life.

When we choose to trust Him that choice causes an encoding change in our brains, opening ourselves
to His divine presences and we receive a new life, the life of Christ, we receive new motivation, new
desires, and structurally our brains change as we respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit and we are
transformed to be ever more like Jesus.

This is the cleansing of our sanctuary, we are being fitted, shaped, as living stones built together into a
holy temple for the Lord.

The lesson has the following sentence,

e “Satan use the power of words, emotions, and pleasurable enticements to convince Eve, who
then convinced Adam, to go against God’s command.” Adult SS Guide 4™ Q 2026, The Gift of
Prophecy, p. 8.

This language comes right out of Scripture:
¢ And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;

but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it
you will surely die.” Genesis 2:16-17 NIV84, emphasis mine.
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How do you hear this? What law lens do you hear it through?

Does the “command” mean a legal rule I am putting in place and if you break it I will be required by
law to kill you?

Or does the command mean [ am giving you instructions for your best good and if you break my
command you will break the laws of life and corrupt yourself and die. Like a parent sending their child
off to college and says, “As your father I give you this command, “You must not use illegal drugs for
if you do you will surely die.”

If you look up the Hebrew the word translated command is not a legal word, it does not contain any
legislative elements, it is a word of instruction, of direction, of charge, “I give you this charge, or
responsibility.”

It can be used in a legal context, but also in a non-legal one, the context of where it is used determines
whether it connotes a legal aspect, a rule, or not.

And what does the context here describe? You will surely die is the English rendering, but the Hebrew
actually reads, m»n nin — mat tamiit “dying you will die.” You will corrupt yourself, disconnect
from life, decay and die.

There is nothing in the text that suggest even remotely, that God is threatening to use His power to kill
them, nothing suggests a penal/legal situation.

So how do you hear this passage? A command or instruction, charge from a loving parent to warn of
reality or a threat from a punishing dictator?

How did Satan get people to think that God’s loving warning of what happens when people break His
design laws of life is instead a threat from God and that God will use His power to kill?

By subtly changing the meaning of what God said, “did God really say?”

Satan starts with, Interrogation not contradiction, questioning what does God really mean. This is the
key to his deception, shifting the meaning of the words. His temptation of Eve shifted God’s beneficial
warning to something questionable. Perhaps obedience is not naturally beneficial. Perhaps compliance

serves something other than their good.

And after introducing doubt, Satan then introduces contradiction, “You will not surely die,” the
serpent said to the woman (Genesis 3:4).

God said eating = death, but now that loving warning of natural consequences, sounds like a threat.
Satan reframed God’s word from design law description to penalty warning.
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And then Satan adds a motive as to why God is restricting them, “God Knows If You Eat You Will Be
Like God.” Genesis 3:5.

This suggests God’s restriction serves divine advantage. God’s directive is no longer heard as a
boundary preserving life, but a limitation preserving hierarchy.

The serpent did not say “God is evil.” But God’s instructions are made up rules. If death not
intrinsic—then it must be imposed. The restriction must exist for some other motive that to protect.
This is one of Satan’s primary deceptions which causes people to see God functioning no different
than a creature.

This lie, that God’s law is imposed cause a deep structural shift in how we understand reality and the
God of reality. Those who believe the lie that God’s laws are made up rules enforced through
punishment misinterpret the Bible and misconstrue God’s character as the source of death. They
ultimately do not trust God and make up theological constructs that function to hide and protect them
from God. This theology keeps the spirit of fear alive and obstructs salvation. Salvation is knowing
God, but false penal legal theology prevents people from knowing Him.

All False Gods and False Christianity: Have accepted Satan’s reframe and have gods from whom we
need protection.

God is waiting for His people to return to worshiping Him as Creator, which requires we reject the
imposed law lies and understand all of God’s laws are design laws.

So when we read that God gave them this command, do we think God made up a rule that He must
now enforce through inflicted punishment or that God gave them instructions based on how reality

works with a warning of what will happen if they deviate from the laws of life?

What we choose to believe encodes within us and changes us!

TUESDAY

In the third paragraph the lesson states,

e Notice, in Genesis 3:22-23, how sin suddenly changed Adam’s and Eve’s relationship. Adult
SS Guide 4™ Q 2026, The Gift of Prophecy, p. 9.

How did Adam’s and Eve’s relationship change, what changed?
The lesson describes how they blamed others.

Question, is the change in relationship the problem that sin caused or is the change in the relationship
the result of the problem that sin caused?
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It is the result, it is a symptom—sin did not change their relationship, sin changed them! And because
they were changed the relationship changed.

Why is this an important distinction to make?
If the diagnosis is wrong the treatment is usually wrong.

If we diagnose that the sin problem changed the relationship then we focus on fixing the relationship.
And in human relationships today focusing on fixing the relationship is often one of the core reasons
why the relationship doesn’t get better. Why?

Because healthy relationships require healthy people! Even a sinless, perfect, and totally holy person
cannot have a healthy relationship with an unhealthy person. Look at how the relationship between
Jesus and Judas ended, in betrayal—why? Because Jesus wasn’t good enough, or because of Judas’
selfishness and unwillingness to be reborn with a spirit of love and trust?

Now unlike Jesus, none of us are sinless, all of us have our own struggles, fears, insecurities,
weaknesses that we bring to relationships, so in most situations we cannot attribute the relationship
difficulties exclusively to the other person. But the point of Jesus and Judas remains, a healthy person
cannot a healthy relationship make—a healthy relationship requires two people to be healthy.

Sadly, when human relationships are struggling, it is often the case that the partners will focus on the
other person’s contributions to the problems, and then they end up increasingly frustrated and often
battling. This is because they misdiagnose the source of the relationship problem and think if they can
fix the actions, behaviors, choices, addictions, etc. in the other person they will fix the relationship.
But we have no ability to change another person, we can only, through God’s grace, change ourselves.

Thus, while we can evaluate how the relationship is functioning and identify problems, and often see
contributions to difficulties in the other, we cannot fix another person, we can only address the defects
in ourselves. And when we identify the problems in how the relationship is functioning, we must
recognize that these are symptoms that something is not working in harmony with God’s design laws
for life and relationships. And that is the opportunity for us to look at our own hearts and minds,
prayerfully, asking for the Holy Spirit to expose in us what needs to change to be healthier in how we
function in relating to others.

We cannot improve any relationship by focusing on the problems in the relationship, only by stepping
back and inquiring how we can change to be the healthiest person in governance of ourselves through
God’s grace that we can be. And in doing we will get healthier, but the relationship may not! If you
are moving yourself into healthier functioning and you are dealing with someone who hardens against
truth, like Judas did, then the relationship itself will not get better, in fact, it will fracture and
eventually end. It is the way reality works,

e Can two walk together, unless they are agreed? Amos 3:3, NKJV
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If relationship partners are not both growing with God, then they are choosing to change themselves
into ever more selfish beings who will always find fear and insecurity causing conflict and strife.

So, healing a relationship requires healing the people in relationship. This is also why the Bible
teaches as we come closer to Christ we come closer to each other. There is a unity inherent in our
faith. Inherent, built in, automatic, we cannot help but get closer, more harmonious, more attuned, with
each other as we get closer to Christ, because we are being restructured, not only cognitively, but in
the substructures of our brains, our tubulin is being realigned to the frequency of heaven and thus we
resonate in ever closer harmony, love, appreciation, with those who value and align with Christ.

But this subtle misdirection of identifying problems in the relationship and failing to see that these
problems are symptoms of what is going on in hearts and minds can cause good-hearted people to
focus primarily on the relationship and not on themselves which obstructs healing.

But further, this same misunderstanding leads to problems in theology. It leads to people thinking
falsely that our sin problem is a broken relationship with God, rather than realizing the problem of our
very real broken relationship with God is because we are broken, we don’t trust Him, we believed lies
about Him. In other words, the broken relationship is real, but it is a symptom of the brokenness inside
our hearts and minds.

The failure to realize this, with the focus on the breach in the relationship as the problem rather than as
a symptom of the problem, leads to the same frustration and obstacles in healing our relationship with
God as it does in human relationships. It leads to focusing on what is wrong in the relationship and
proposing solutions to that symptom, rather than focusing on the actual cause of that problem which is
sin in us—a spirit of fear and selfishness which cause us to misinterpret the truth and encode lies
which further strengthens the fear and selfishness.

Thus, various things like the following will be described and proposed:
e God is angry and wrathful
¢ God must be pled with, paid, propitiated, appeased, satisfied
e Reconciliation requires something be done to God

The entire penal legal system is built not only on the lie that God’s law functions like human law, but
also on the idea that something in our relationship with God changed, and that requires fixing elements
on both sides. Rather than seeing the change in our relationship with God as a symptom of the
corruption of lies, fear, selfishness and distrust encoded and operating inside the sinner as the cause of
the fracture in our relationship, it is often presented as our sin also changed God for that is how
relationships work. And you will read things like the following, note what is being described:

e Paul always speaks of people being reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:19; Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:20). He
never refers to God being reconciled to us. In spite of that fact, however, we should recognize
that sin affected both sides. Humanity’s rebellion and sense of guilt alienated it from God,
while God was separated from humankind by His necessary hatred of and judgment on
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sin (His wrath). Christ’s sacrificial death (propitiation) removed the barrier to
reconciliation from God’s side.” Knight, George R. The Cross of Christ: God’s Work for Us.
Review and Herald Publishing Association, 2008, p. 74, emphasis mine.

This recognizes that sin caused a change in our relationship with God, but it asserts that sin impacted
God in some way that requires something be done to God in order to resolve the broken relationship.

And notice that this is asserted despite acknowledging the Bible does not teach this. The Bible teaches
only that sinners must be reconciled by God because the Bible is inspired by God and reveals the
truth—that the fractured relationship is a result of the corruption in human beings and the only way to
resolve it is by restored righteousness inside human beings, healing, restored, recreating us, writing
His law upon our hearts and minds.

This is why we must return to worshiping God as Creator and reject the imposed law lies. I invite you,
if you already haven’t done so, to reject the false penal legal, fear inducing distortions, and return to
worshiping God as Creator. And then when relationship problems arise, examine the symptoms, step
back, and prayerfully inquire, where are you out of harmony with life and health, what changes in you
can you make through God’s grace to be the healthiest person you can be. For that is the number one
action you can take to create the opportunity for your relationships to thrive.

With that in mind, what then are the barriers to restoring our love and trust in God, what is in the way?

And how does God communicate to us to help us overcome these barriers?

WEDNESDAY

In the first paragraph the cite Isaiah 59:2:

e But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you
Isaiah 59:2 NIVg4.

What does this mean?

Does it mean God can’t stand to see us so He closes His eyes, turns away, refuses to listen, won’t
connect with us—or does it mean that our iniquity and sin causes us to disconnect from Him, to run
and hide like Adam and Eve were doing, and our internalized distortions, lies, sinfulness cause us to so
misunderstand God that He is hidden from us, our sins have hidden His face from us. It is like saying,
your cataracts have hidden the sun from you.

This is reality, sin is encoded error and distortion that changes the heart/mind of the person such that

they fear God and disconnect their own hearts because they do not trust Him, and they do not see His
face, His character, because their own internalized distortions cause them to be blinded to reality.
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This is Pharisaism, this is all penal legal theology—it is based on encoded lies about God, that God’s
law is imposed, and creates theological constructs, like God needing to be reconciled to us, like
something needing to be done to God to propitiate His wrath, to hide our sinfulness from Him by the
blood and righteousness of Jesus, but in reality such false theologies only hide God from those who
believe the lies.

We must come back to worshiping God as Creator which requires we understand His laws are design
laws, until we do that we will distort our understanding from God and fail to actually see Him, but
claim that we are His.

The very next sentence in the lesson states,

e In truth, Adam and Eve were still God’s children. Adult SS Guide 4™ Q 2026, The Gift of
Prophecy, p. 10.

Is that true? They were certainly God’s creation—were they still His children?

I have heard some people ask, Are only your good children part of your family, are your disobedient
children no longer part of your family?

This question is intended to suggest that we are all God’s children by creation and that we are all part
of the heavenly family, some good, some bad and that God loves both the righteous and the
unrighteous because they are all His children.

Yet while this question is intended to advance God’s true character of love, it introduces contradictory
elements. It focuses upon the fact that God loves all people regardless of whether they love Him,
which a wonderful truth. But the question about whether in our families which children are members
only the good or the good and the bad, and then apply that to the heavenly family, fails to understand a
very important reality of our situation.

Our children are all born in sin and conceived in iniquity. Thus our behavior, being good or bad
doesn’t change the inherent sin condition with which we are born. Whether we behave good or
whether we behave badly we are all still part of the same family of sin, fear, selfishness because we
are all part of our biological families sharing the same breath of life infected with fear by Adam and
Eve.

But the idea of being part of the family of God is about whose life dwells in you, is it the sinless life of
Christ or the fallen life of fear and selfishness inherited from Adam?

There are, because of Adam’s fall and Christ’s victory, two human family trees. The family tree
descended from Adam into which every human has been born. And that family tree is broken off and
disconnected from the heavenly family, it is a branch of God’s family that is severed from the vine, no
longer receiving life from God, but withering and dying.
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This is why Jesus came to be the connecting link, the person who restores this broken off branch of
creation back into the family of God. This is what Jesus did—He brought at His incarnation the life of
God, the sinless breath of life of the heavenly family. And Jesus, as a human lived sinlessly and
destroyed the spirit of fear and selfishness and thereby united humanity back to God. He becomes the
second Adam, the proverbial Vine and it is only when we, by truth, faith, are grafted into Jesus and
reborn with His life that we are restored into the family of God.

There are two human family trees—the family tree descended from Adam, which is broken off from
heaven, broken off from God, sinful, defective, decaying, withering, dying. And the family tree
descended from Jesus, the second Adam, and only those who have been reborn with the life of Christ
are part of that family tree.

What is the evidence to support this?

e Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God—-children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s
will, but born of God. John 1:12—-13 NIV&4.

e The apostle John tells us that “to all who received him, to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” John 1:12, 13 NIV84, emphasis mine.

e You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:26 NIV84, emphasis mine.

e Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that
makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry,
“Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if
we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. Romans 8:14—-17 NIV84, emphasis
mine.

When the Jews claimed to be children of God, Jesus replied:

¢ You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a
murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he
lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. John 8:44 NIV 84,
emphasis mine.

To be considered part of God’s family means and requires that we bear the image of God, that we have
God’s law, methods, principles, and character within us, and that we look like God to the world.
Whereas those who internalize and embrace the principles of selfishness and sin become like Satan in
character, look like him, and are considered part of his family.
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Notice what John tells us:

e The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. No one who is born of
God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because
he has been born of God. This is how we know who the children of God are and who the
children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is
anyone who does not love his brother. 1 John 3:8—-10 NIV 84, emphasis mine.

Children resemble their parents, carrying within them attributes of the parents, genetically and
physically, yes, but also in attributes of language, character, practice, and beliefs.

Likewise, those who are born of God become like God; they carry within themselves the attributes,
characteristics, methods, and principles of God (the seed of God), thereby resembling God, having
been restored to the image of God and, thus, are part of God’s family. With that new heart-orientation,
they do not go on living for self but, instead, live for the glory of God and the benefit of His kingdom.
They live lives of service, of usefulness, of other-centeredness rather than lives seeking to aggrandize
self. Such people live like Jesus and, thus, carry His image into the world and are considered part of
His family.

In contrast, those who internalize the methods, principles, practices, and characteristics of Satan and

thereby become like him are considered part of Satan’s family because they resemble him and carry
around his image.

THURSDAY

In the third paragraph the lesson states,

e The Bible is a revelation of God Himself. It is through His words that we learn who He is, see
His relentless love, and discover His guidance for how we are to live. Adult SS Guide 4™ Q
2026, The Gift of Prophecy, p. 11.

thoughts? Read it carefully, think it through, any concerns about this? How about if I highlight one
word for your reflection?

e The Bible is a revelation of God Himself. It is through His words that we learn who He is, see
His relentless love, and discover His guidance for how we are to live. Adult SS Guide 4™ Q
2026, The Gift of Prophecy, p. 11, emphasis mine.

This may be a typo in the editing process, so I am not alleging anything against the quarterly, but since
this is the way it is written, we must deal with it and inquire as to the meaning.

Is saying “It is through His words that we learn” the same as saying “It is through His Word that we
learn who He is”?
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What is the difference between these two:

e [t is through His words that we learn who He is
e It is through His Word that we learn who He is

Is the difference real, objective, reality-based, or is my concern only semantics?
Jesus said,
e You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.
These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. John
5:39-40 NIV&4.

They were reading the words of Scripture but they were not learning about God, why?

If it is through the words of Scripture that we know who God is, then why is it that all who read
Scripture and claim to believe it don’t follow the same God?

What about these Scriptures:

e In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. John 1:1, 14 NIV84.

e For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart. Hebrews 4:12 NIV84.

e “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have
no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him

up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. John 6:53-55 NIV 84.

What happens if we replace the Word of God with the words of God and then conclude this means the
66 books alone?

Let me be clear: I believe the Bible, the 66 books, are the inspired written record given by God
through the Holy Spirit who enlightened the minds of His prophets and penmen to write down truths
that He revealed to them. And therefore, the words of Scripture are

e Useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness 2 Timothy 3:16 NIV84.

However, the words of Scripture, other than the Ten Commandments, are not God’s words—they are
the words of humans. God inspired truths the humans chose the words of their language and culture to
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convey the truths revealed to them by God. Thus, it is legitimate to replace the words of Hebrew,
Aramaic and Greek with English and other language words as long as we retain the truths, the
meaning the words are intended to convey.

So, God uses words to communicate, this is true, but we learn who He is through His Word, the living
Word Jesus, who has revealed Himself through Scripture, but also as the Scripture teaches through His
Creation, through Nature (Romans 1:20), and through life’s experiences.

There is another danger in confusing “words” and “the Word,” and that is it can lead the mind to
believe in declarations, proclamations, assertions, claims, edicts, directives, commands—in other
words, to the mindset of “the Bible said I believe it that’s all there is to it” or “God said it I believe it
that’s all there is to it.”

Does God want people to believe simply because of a verbal declaration, this words spoken or upon
something else?

Jesus said,

e “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” John 8:31,32 NIV&4.

What does this mean? Does hold to my teaching mean the same thing as hold to my words? Or does
teaching mean we comprehend and understand the reality, truths, meaning, kingdom, principles,
methods, something beyond words?

Imposed law, rules-oriented systems, do not require understanding of reasons, comprehension of
principles, they require merely obedience to the rule, do it because I said so, because it is the law,
because that is the declaration, because the person in authority has ordered it. This approach destroys
individuality, identity, the image of God in people and turns people into mindless drones who wait for
the authority to tell them the answer. This is the style of communism, they want their citizens to
mindlessly believe what the government says and not ask questions, not look to reality, to believe
because it is the law.

God is the Creator He wants our love, our trust, our agreement, our loyalty, our freewill choice to
participate and follow Him. He wants us asking questions with hearts that long for truth, to grow,
advance, develop. He does not want us to believe merely because He said it, but because we know
Him—and understand, based on reality, that He is trustworthy. So we will believe many things that we
don’t fully comprehend—but one thing we will be fully persuaded upon that we don’t take on claims,
is that God is trustworthy, God is good, God is righteous, God is reliable, God is for us, God does not
need persuasion to help us. And because we are settled into that kind of trust we will follow when we
don’t fully understand, but we will simultaneously be just like every loving and obedient child, asking
“Why daddy? What is the purpose? How come? What is the reason? Why does it need to be this
way?” These questions are not asked out of rebellion or distrust, but out of love and trust to grow,
comprehend, and understand every more fully reality and the God of reality.
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And it will be people just like this who become God’s true spokespersons, the ones who actually know
Him and not just know some things about Him. These are the people God is waiting for, those who
reason and think, who are won back to love and trust based on the experiential knowledge of God and
who are able to speak the truth about God—these are His true spokespersons. And all of them will be
worshiping God as Creator and will not be presenting Him in the false light of a being who functions
like a dictator.

And with that in mind, if you turn to Friday’s lesson they have included a quotation from one of the
founders of the SDA church as she describes one of the critical things that changed in her
understanding of the Bible and God that enlightened her mind to reality and made her a person who |
believe was a spokesperson for God. She wrote, and see if you agree with this:

e My views of the Father were changed. I now looked upon him as a kind and tender parent,
rather than a stern tyrant compelling men to a blind obedience. My heart went out towards him
in a deep and fervent love. Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, p. 39.
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