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2026 3Q First and Second Corinthians
Lesson 12: Dealing With False Teachers

by Tim Jennings

SABBATH

Who is a false teacher?

We recognize someone who teaches true doctrines with the Holy Spirit is a teacher of truth, so are all
of the following false teachers, someone with:

e False doctrines and false spirit?

e True doctrines and false spirit—Iike the Pharisees?

e False doctrines and true spirit—Ilike Martin Luther who didn’t have all doctrines right?

e What about Peter when he had to be doctrinally corrected by Paul?

What is our primary concern with false teachers? That they may have a wrong fact, a wrong
interpretation of a certain Bible text, a wrong way of doing a certain Christian ceremony, or they are
worshiping the wrong god?

Can people be worshiping the right God, following God with honest hearts yet still believe different
doctrines?

Can people believe the same doctrines and worship different gods?

The first paragraph states that Paul had to deal with people who were actively opposing him and what
he was teaching. Have you ever had to deal with this?

Many of our friends around the world deal with this and there are two general types of opposition—
those who oppose but use godly methods and those who oppose but use ungodly methods.

What are godly methods of opposing? Honest conversation, talking to the person, and if they still
don’t agree then opposing the message with one’s own presentation of the truth, facts, reasons,
evidences, and then leaving people free to make up their own mind.

This is how our ministry operates. We oppose a lot of various teachings out there, but our focus is on
the message not the messenger. We don’t attack people, we present truth as we currently understand it.

Truth itself counters errors and exposes lies.

And there are some who oppose us who do that, present their understanding with the evidences they
believe and then leave people free and we respect that.
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But ungodly methods of opposition are:

attacking the messenger rather than the message

o accusations—he teaches heresy; he doesn’t support the church; he is undermining the
pillars; he doesn’t believe in the atonement.

o Note all of these are accusations without evidence.

But, often with those accusations come another ungodly method—misrepresenting what a
person teaches.

o This can happen maliciously and innocently. Maliciously: they purposely distort and
create a false teaching asserting it as the person’s they are attacking; Innocently: they
honestly don’t comprehend and assert their honest belief about what someone is
teaching but it still is a false understanding.

o And then they attack the false theology they themselves have created and assert the
other person is teaching that false theology.

Behind the scenes actions to interfere with the work of the other person: get speaking or events
canceled.

Diverting away from the message to the authority to teach—he doesn’t have a degree in
theology, or isn’t ordained by the institution.

SUNDAY

The title for the day is Spiritual War and it focuses on 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, which is one of my
favorite passages in Scripture and has been central to my entire professional career as a psychiatrist:

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 2
Corinthians 10:3-5 NIV84.

Since I have presented and discussed this text many times, rather than repeating that today, I will just
say that our entire God of Reality event was focused on spiritual warfare and how we encode not only
truth, but also how our choices to trust Jesus and choose truth lead to changing our spiritual animation.

Read last paragraph,

In this spiritual warfare, Paul acts in the authority of Christ. This authority, however, aims at
edification, not destruction (2 Cor. 10:8). It is easy for spiritual leaders to affirm that they are
acting in the authority of God. Nevertheless, they must remember that their authority is given
by Christ, and, like Him, they must be meek and humble in heart. Paul’s claim of his Christ-
given authority is due to his concern that the Corinthians were listening to the wrong people,
thereby risking their loyalty to Christ. Adult SS Guide 3" Q 2026, First and Second
Corinthians, p. 97.
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What is the authority of Christ that Paul wielded?
The authority of reality, of truth and love, while leaving people free.

In our first talk in the GOR seminar we contrasted the different types of authorities; the authority that
the world uses versus what Jesus wielded:
e Church organizational authority (church commission, ordination)
State governmental/Roman authority
Authority of office (priest, prophet, High Priest, conference president)
Academic credentials, licenses, certifications
Authority of imposed laws or rules
Authority of truth/reality

Truth is ultimately authoritative and all truth originates in and leads back to God.

Paul, prior to Damascus Road, used the authority of the church and state with soldiers to enforce, by
inflicted punishment, imposed laws. Prior to his conversion he submitted to authority of office,
position, and would use force to promote his beliefs. But after his conversion he used only the
authority of truth and love while leaving people free.

As we approach the final events before Christ’s return the question of authority will be central, why?

If you have no truth on your side do you want people reasoning and thinking and searching for truth?
No! So what method does a deceiver use?

Declarations, proclamations, position of authority that denies opportunity to question, present
evidence, facts, reason, investigate. Things like:
We have faith we don’t need evidence
Faith is blind so just take that on faith
If you ask questions you don’t have faith
Take the Bible as it reads and not reason things through—if the Bible said it believe it, don’t
question.
Human reason is not to be used when studying the Bible
e Confusing and contradictory treatises—using theological words that sound intimidating and
often difficult to understand. And then setting up ideas that are contradictory to each other that
require the believer to stop thinking in order to hold those ideas. Such things as:
o God is love but if you don’t love and trust Him, He is required by the holiness and
righteousness of His character to use His power to torture and kill you.
o Language like justification, propitiation, expiation, sanctification—which is taught to
mean being legally declared to be righteous when in reality one is not righteous.
o Ideas that make no sense like God and Jesus are one, but Jesus must plead His blood to
the Father to pay your debt to keep the Father from killing you.
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o Or ideas that suggest a ritual or ceremony has any saving power—you must do this
ritual, or say these particular words, or your conversion to Jesus doesn’t count.

o Oryou can’t be saved without a human being who holds the right certification and
credentials from the right denominational church to legally carry out some ceremony.

And then for those who do question the false teachers and their authority what method do the false
teachers use to deal with the truthbearers?

e Accusation of heresy—they don’t actually have public meeting in which both sides present
their evidence and then allow the people to decide for themselves. They tell the people that the
truth bearers are heretics.

o If the public pressure is enough they might construct a public spectacle that pretends to
be an open and honest investigation of the questions—but in reality will be an
orchestrated propaganda event in which the issues will be twisted, but more
importantly, the final decision after the event will be referred to the ecclesiastical
authorities to study and return with their verdict of orthodoxy. It will not be presented
to the people to study and decide for themselves.

e They will twist the words of the truthbearers or make up outright falsehoods about them.

e They use any external power they have to try and intimidate and silence, expulsion from the
organization, removal from office, firing from their job, and when the false promoters can,
imprisonment and execution.

How do the truthbearers deal with the false teachers?
e We present the truth in love and leave others free.
e We demonstrate by evidence the fallacy and falsity of their position and seek to inspire every
person to prayerfully study the evidence for themselves and come to their own conclusion.

e We live out the principles of God, forgiving those who treat us wrong (like Jesus, Paul,
Stephen).

So as we come to the final moments before Christ’s return what will separate those who are saved
from those who have joined with God’s enemy?

The saved have all been reborn with new hearts and right spirits and that means they are motivated by
love—Ilove for God, love for others, and this is important, love for truth. The saved do NOT know
ALL truth, but they have hearts that love truth, are meek and lowly of heart, and long for all error and
misunderstanding to be removed from their hearts and minds. They are willing to follow unfolding
truth as they are able to comprehend it. And therefore they practice God’s methods—leaving others
free.

Because they love truth, they do not oppose it, they seek it, ask for it, search for it and are thankful for
it.

But the lost, they are motivated by the spirit of fear and survival that they inherited from Adam. They
have not been reborn with Christ’s life, the Holy Spirit of truth and love.
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Depending on what religion they belong to, they may very well verbally claim to love God and others,
but their motivations are the motivations of fear and survival. And their understanding of love will not
be reality based, it will be survival based, they love what makes them feel secure. And what makes the
selfish feel secure? Power and control, not surrender and trust.

Thus, they love a god who is like them, one who makes up rules and uses power to enforce his rules.
They certainly want a god that will treat them, the rule keepers, with kindness and blessings, but they
also want a god who will punish their enemies and they will teach a god who will use power to punish
their enemies.

So they will posture that their god is a god of love, but they will also teach that he is a god of justice,
which they mean is a god of vengeance. Thus they really don’t love, they love what makes them feel
secure and safe and want to destroy what makes them feel unsafe and anxious.

So these deceived individuals will love their church, denomination, scriptures, doctrines, religion, and
love the various people whom they derive validation, comfort, and security from. But they will not
love their enemies. They will not love the truth. They will not love the methods of God. And as truth
confronts their distortions they will use the authorities of God’s enemy, power, position, office,
declarations, coercion, force, distortions, lies, intimidation, law and law enforcement to control to
force their way.

Consider what Paul tells us regarding end-time false teachers:

e The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving
spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose
consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. They forbid people to marry and order them to
abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who
believe and who know the truth. 1 Timothy 4:1-3 NIV84

What do you hear in this passage? What are the primary elements in this passage that we can use to
identify false teachers?

Is it the doctrines they are teaching OR the METHODS they are employing?

It is the methods! They FORBID and they ORDER! This is the imposed law system, rules enforced,
commands, directives, do this or get punished. This is the penal legal system of religion.

Paul is not primarily warning about a false doctrine but of the methods. If you recall he has already
himself advised if possible for people not to marry but to devote themselves to ministry fully. But Paul
only advised if it was best for that person’s situation, he left each person free to think for themselves.

And what does Bible history reveal to us—that if one does the right doctrinal behavior, such as
Sabbath keeping, from an imposed law structure of rule and rule enforcement, one solidifies their heart
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and mind into the spirit of fear and selfishness and end up killing the Lord of the Sabbath and then
rushing home to keep the Sabbath.

The false teachers are actuated by the spirit of fear, and therefore seek power and control and will,
when able, use force and coercion—under the guise of being legal, of obeying the law.

Many within the SDA tradition have been warned to watch out for Sabbath breaking or Sabbath as a
key to the final events. I bring this up because the question of the Sabbath has come up repeatedly by
our listening audience over the last few weeks, and also within the larger landscape of Christianity
with Charlie Kirk’s book on the Sabbath.

How do you understand the Sabbath will be involved in the final events, if at all?

Many SDAs see the issue as one of Sabbath versus Sunday as a legal test of loyalty and behavior,
which day does one behave this way or that, attend or not attend church. SDAs have been taught that
somehow these days are involved with the Seal of God and the Mark of the Beast, but have often
presented it as legal, rule-keeping, which day you do this or that. Let’s explore this question more
deeply.

Satan always seeks to corrupt and pervert the blessings God gives us. And one of his most effective
weapons to corrupt God’s gifts to us, is to get us to believe God’s law is like human law and then we
experience the blessing through legal threat, which incites fear of punishment, of making a mistake, of
getting into trouble, and this incites distrust of God keeping the spirit of fear alive and interferes with
salvation. It leads us to develop attributes of character that are like God’s enemy rather than like
Jesus—and all too often while teaching a right Bible doctrine.

Great blessings given to us from God include God’s original design for marriage; the Sabbath; and of
course the gift of His Son, Jesus our Savior and all He accomplished through the is self-sacrifice and
atonement.

But when one sees these gifts through imposed law, then they become corrupted and can even lead
away from the true God and cheat us of the blessing.

Marriage, if it is viewed as a legal relationship rather than a design law of love and trust relationship
becomes corrupted. A legal imposed law idea of marriage leads to a hierarchy idea, one spouse having
legal and/or moral authority over the other to direct, control, and even in some circles, punish the
disobedient spouse. In such relationships love is damaged, trust undermined, individuality destroyed,
the image of God effaced. Marriage like this is not a blessing as God designed. Such legal
interpretations cause people to promote the godly institute of marriage but be entirely out of harmony
with God. And if people become authoritarian, domineering, controlling of their spouses, then whose
image do they bear, whose character do they reveal, who are they marked to be like?

The Cross of Christ—we have discussed many times, but when it is viewed through the legal lens
rather than the design laws of reality, it is taught that Jesus became our legal substitute, had our sin
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crimes placed on Him, was punished legally by His Father, to pay or legal debt, and salvation is
getting legal pardon from the Father by presenting to the Father the blood of a sinless human sacrifice,
in order to prevent the Father from torturing and killing us. Such legal interpretations cause people to
promote Jesus as our Savior but keep their hearts and minds closed off from God for they do not trust
Him. And because of the design law of worship, we become like the god we worship, such so-called
Christians while claiming to uphold and promote the cross of Christ carry out the Inquisition,
Crusades, and burn people at the stake. During the Dark Ages, despite claiming Jesus as their Savior
whose image do such people bear, who are they marked to be like?

And this then leads to the question of weekly Sabbath, a gift created by God for human beings, but if it
is approached as a legal rule that we must keep or God will punish us, then who do people become
like, whose image do they bear, who are they marked to be like?

If you doubt this question, answer me this in regard to the people that Jesus speaks to in this passage.
Who would you say they represent—those sealed of God or those marked beastly?

e “We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.”
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and
now am here. | have not come on my own; but he sent me. Why is my language not clear to
you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil” John
8:41-44 NIV84, emphasis mine.

What would you say, sealed of God or marked beastly? What day were they worshiping upon? The
seventh-day Sabbath.

I believe many SDAs are in danger of falling into this same trap of feeling secure in their knowledge
of the fact that the Bible Sabbath is Saturday, and then believing that this is a legal requirement, and
therefore if they simply ensure that they don’t work, break the rule, and also worship on that day they
have the seal of God.

But this is not the case any more than it was for those Jews 2000 years ago. The Sabbath day is a gift
from God to humanity to provide evidence and opportunity for us to participate with God for
salvation, for Him to make us holy, and it is only if we are reborn, made holy, recreated, by the work
of the Holy Spirit within us that we are able to keep the Sabbath holy. And it is the Holy Spirit that
seals us to God, not the external behaviors we engage in.

But let’s dig a little deeper into this issue, because I believe the Sabbath does play a very vital role in
the final events, just not a legal role, it plays a reality based role.

Because SDAs very much value the writings of Ellen White, and because she wrote extensively about

the Sabbath as an end time issue, consider these quotes from her and think through how they apply to
the Sabbath:
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e The last great conflict between truth and error is but the final struggle of the long-
standing controversy concerning the law of God. Upon this battle we are now entering,—a
battle between the laws of men and the precepts of Jehovah, between the religion of the Bible
and the religion of fable and tradition. The Great Controversy p. 582, emphasis mine.

e There is no such thing as weakening or strengthening the law of Jehovah. As it has been, so
it is. It always has been, and always will be holy, just, and good, complete in itself. It cannot
be repealed or changed. To “honor” or “dishonor” it is but the speech of men.

Between the laws of men and the precepts of Jehovah will come the last great conflict of
the controversy between truth and error. Upon this battle we are now entering—a battle not
between rival churches contending for the supremacy, but between the religion of the Bible
and the religions of fable and tradition. Prophets and Kings p. 625, emphasis mine.

First, what kind of laws are the laws of God versus the laws of men? God’s laws are design laws, the
laws of reality, the laws life and reality are built and function upon; men make up rules that require
enforcement through punishment. This will be the final battle, what kind of law do you believe God
uses and therefore what kind of God to you believe God is?

That leads us to the Sabbath question, has the Sabbath always existed, or was it as Jesus said, “made”
and specifically “made for man not man for the Sabbath”? And how do we measure the Sabbath, by
the rotation of this planet on its axis in relationship to our local sun which according to Genesis wasn’t
created until day four of creation of this solar system.

So, the Sabbath has a beginning, it didn’t exist in heaven when Lucifer and the angels rebelled, when
they broke God’s law.

If you are an SDA and you believe that the quotes above are accurate, then do you believe the final
events will end over the same issue of God’s law that began in heaven? Then it must be something
much more significant than which day of the week is the Sabbath because it did not start over that
issue and it will not end over that issue.

But does the Sabbath have a role to play? I believe it does, how?

The Sabbath was made by God for man in the context of the war between Christ and Satan over His
law—so, what would the Sabbath provide for man that would protect man from siding with Satan?

What is it that sets the Sabbath apart from all other days? How is it the Sabbath is different, what
makes it holy or sanctified—it is true God announced it is holy and sanctified, but does His
announcement cause it or merely describe it?

For instance, God said of Adam before his fall, that “it is not good for man to be alone.” Was it good
before God said it, and then when God said it God saying it made it not good, or was God saying it
because it was in reality that way, human creation was incomplete, it wasn’t good to leave it that way?
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Likewise, God’s announcement about the Sabbath is not a legal declaration making up a rule, it is a
description of reality—what is. So, what is it that makes the Sabbath holy, how was it set apart?

It is the day when God rested, the day God refused to use power to enforce His way, the day God did
NOT force Lucifer and the angels comply, but left all beings free. It is the day God created, built into
to time, as proof that He is not like Satan alleges, He is not a creature who makes up rules and enforces
them through punishment, but is the Creator God of love who gives everything for our good and
leaves us free to choose for ourselves.

Consider this quote:

¢ In the opening of the great controversy, Satan had declared that the law of God could not
be obeyed, that justice was inconsistent with mercy, and that, should the law be broken, it
would be impossible for the sinner to be pardoned. Every sin must meet its punishment,
urged Satan; and if God should remit the punishment of sin, He would not be a God of truth
and justice. The Desire of Ages p. 761, emphasis mine.

What kind of law requires infliction of punishment? Imposed law, the laws creatures make—and the
Sabbath is not that. It is a day the opposite of that a day of freedom a day when God in reality, by
action, by deed, refused to use power to force, but rested and left free.

Consider this quote:

e God could have destroyed Satan and his sympathizers as easily as one can cast a pebble to the
earth; but He did not do this. Rebellion was not to be overcome by force. Compelling power
is found only under Satan’s government. The Lord’s principles are not of this order. His
authority rests upon goodness, mercy, and love; and the presentation of these principles is the
means to be used. God’s government is moral, and truth and love are to be the prevailing
power. The Desire of Ages p. 759, emphasis mine.

God cannot win hearts and minds to love, trust, loyalty, devotion, by making up rules and then
threatening to kill people who break His rules. That is the very heart of Satan’s lie about Him, that He
does that very thing. When that lie is believed it breaks trust and causes fear and selfishness.

What did Paul say would identify false teachers, they “forbid” and “order” they use imposed law and
coercive power, they worship a god who makes up rules and enforces those rules by external force.
They are not worshiping the Creator whose laws are design laws.

And what makes it most corrupt is when the false teachers take the very institutions and blessings of
God and recast them through the imposed law lie to cause those blessings to promote Satan’s
kingdom.

So how is the Sabbath an issue in the end of time?
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How do you hear the commandments? Do you hear them as rules given by an imperial dictator,
imposed laws that you must comply with under threat of punishment? Or do you hear them as the
description and promise of what happens when you trust God, that He restores you to righteousness
and when His living law of love truth and trust is restored within you will not have other gods, take
His name in vain, make idols, and you will remember the Sabbath and keep it holy because you will be
holy, like God, and present truth in love and set others free.

But if you read the commandments as imposed rules to be enforced through punishment, then the spirit
of fear is kept alive and trust in God is not restored. They are not reborn, they fear breaking the rule
and getting into trouble and then they seek to obey the rules behaviorally, and will kill the Lord of the
Sabbath while claiming to be Sabbath keepers.

Those who are won to worshiping God as Creator have God’s living law of truth, love, and freedom
written upon they heart, they do not forbid or order or coerce, they present the truth in love and leave
others free. Thus the principles embodied in the Sabbath are living in their hearts.

The two days, Sabbath and Sunday, then do stand as signs, marks, flags, evidences, pennants of two
systems of governing:

e God’s kingdom of reality, built upon design laws, truth, love and freedom for the Sabbath was
set apart by Creation, built into time, and made holy when God refused to use power to force
His way but left His Creatures free.

e Satan’s kingdom of made-up rules enforced through punishment. For Sunday became a day set
apart by legislation, not creation, by rule, not design, when people declared it so, not when God
rested. And thus it stands as a sign or symbol of the imposed law kingdoms of this world, set
apart by rule, by legislation

But the sealing and marking is not about external behaviors, it is about internal character, which law is
written upon our hearts and minds, who are we like, whose image to we bear?

True Sabbath keepers are those who have God’s living law of truth, love, and freedom written on their
hearts. They worship the Creator and understand His laws are design laws and they present truth in
love and leave others free—even if they don’t understand correctly every Bible doctrine, they have
God’s character and methods reproduced within. These are sealed of God and bear His image.

But the Sabbath breakers are those who have rejected the truth the Sabbath reveals. They embrace the
imposed law lie, they worship a dictator god and harden their hearts to become like him, they may
very well have right Bible doctrines, including the seventh-day Sabbath, but just like the Jews 2000
years ago they are judged by Jesus to be children of their father the devil—and they are marked
beastly.
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MONDAY

Read the first paragraph,

Yesterday, we saw that Paul and his fellow workers exerted their ministries as a spiritual
warfare, and did so using God’s weapons. Today, we will see that false teachers act according
to human criteria. They boast inappropriately. In turn, Paul boasts only in the Lord. As he
wrote: “But ‘he who glories, let him glory in the Lord’ ” (2 Cor. 10:17, NKJV). Adult SS Guide
30 2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 98.

What are God’s weapons?

Truth and love combined!

Truths, facts, can be used to harm if they are separated from love.

Love, compassion, good intentions can be used to harm if separate from truth.

Love always works in freedom—but the freedom of agency. What this means is that love will
protect those incapable of making an informed choice until such time they can make an
informed choice. Parents don’t leave children free to do whatever they want, not because they
want to destroy the individuality, agency, will, freedom of their children, but because they
want to protect it and develop it. And because of how reality works, children born into this
world of sin, animated by the spirit of fear and selfishness, without parental restraint, structure,
boundaries, restrictions, will destroy themselves before they even have informed understanding
and opportunity to make a real choice for life and health. Love would not do that. So love sets
boundaries and brings truth to bear to create opportunity for people to make informed choices
for life and health. But when people do know, and they choose the unhealthy over and again,
we ultimately set them free to reap what they have chosen, and how reality works, when we
choose to persistently break the laws of health, we destroy ourselves. And what God ultimately
does, is He sets people, who insist on leaving Him (leaving love, truth, and reality) behind free
to reap what they insist upon, and they reap destruction (Galatians 6:8).

And God brings truth, love, and freedom with energy necessary to create opportunity for choosing new
encoding, choosing truth in multiple ways, we explored 8 of them in our GOR seminar:

PN R

Trials and tribulations that don’t fit the framework.
Grace when our shame is known.

Epiphanies of truth.

Moments of awe.

Genuine beauty.

Loving godly community.

Authoritative interventions that sound threatening.
Confrontation with one’s own capacity for evil.
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Understand reality, God is love and truth, and love requires freedom. And God created human beings
free—He did not have to do that. He is God. He could have created robots, but once God chose to
make free beings, He cannot make their choices and them still be free.

Therefore, God created us free. He built us to operate upon perfect love and trust, but as free beings
we are capable of choosing for ourselves what we believe, who we love, who we trust, what we value,
what we prioritize. And what we choose, because of how God created us as free beings, encodes in our
very being changing us, not just changing data, facts, ideas, things we believe, it changes us
dynamically, motivationally, functionally.

Adam and Eve believed lies about God and that immediately encoded within them, changing them
from beings operating upon love and trust to beings operating upon fear and selfishness. Their spirit,
animating energy, drive to action, motivation, shifted and their spirit became corrupted with fear and
drove them to run and hide from God who is the source of life.

This would be like an astronaut on a spacewalk whose space suit is connected by an umbilical to the
ship, actively trying to cut the umbilical. The only result of that is death—why? Because it, in reality,
cuts them off from the source of life.

That is what sin does. It encodes inside the living being causing distortion in thinking and motivation
that causes the sinner to think the best action, the right actions, the most secure, safe, reasonable,
healthy thing to do is to run and hide from God, work hard to cover over one’s own nakedness, cast
blame upon others, justify one’s own wrong actions, and if none of that works, then use might and
power to kill those who would still pursue truth.

The sin condition is a terminal condition with which all of us have been born because of Adam and
Eve’s sin. We are born in sin and conceived in iniquity and this condition causes us to misunderstand
God, to filter events through a distorted fear and survival lens and thus we cannot be saved, healed, or
even know the way to salvation on our own. We must have help.

Spiritually things must be spiritually discerned—thus God so loved the world that He sent His Son to
provide salvation—to reveal the truth and provide us a new life, to win us to trust, to reveal the
righteousness of God, to refute the lies, to overcome the enemy, to destroy the spirit of fear and

survival in humanity and replace it with a new sinless spirit/life of love and trust.

And God intervenes to provide every opportunity for us to choose truth and trust Him, open the heart,
and be reborn. But the choice is ours.

The paragraph also said that we are to glory in the Lord—what does this mean?
Does it connect to Revelation 14 the message of the 3 angels? How?

Can we glory in the Lord without knowing Him?
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If you look at Paul’s life before and after Damascus Road, would you say Paul gloried in the Lord?
What elements of Paul’s life would manifest the glory of the Lord?

Read second paragraph,

e Paul’s use of self-boasting language has intrigued interpreters throughout the centuries.
However, self-boasting was a common practice in the ancient world and was controlled by
social conventions to avoid offending the audience. Paul knew such conventions, and he
followed them. In addition, Paul makes it clear that his way of boasting distinguishes itself
from that of the false teachers. He boasts in the Lord (2 Cor. 10:17). This is a quotation from
the Old Testament: “ ‘Let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that
I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth’ ” (Jer. 9:24,
ESV). By quoting this passage from Jeremiah, Paul shows that it is Christ who is in focus—
Christ’s love, justice, and righteousness. Adult SS Guide 3" Q 2026, First and Second
Corinthians, p. 98.

Have you done any boasting about the Lord? Can someone share how they boast about the Lord?
e Our God is the Creator of reality?

God is love and truth?

God is for us not against us?

God provides everything we need for salvation?

God gives us real freedom?

God’s ways are the ways of life?

e (God sees me and does not condemn me—He knows my weakness, my sin-sickness, my
shortcomings, yet loves me and seeks to save me.

What else?
What of the aspect of Jeremiah to boast that the Lord is steadfast love, justice, and righteousness?
How do you hear justice? The NCV translates it this way:
e “But if people want to brag, let them brag that they understand and know me. Let them brag
that [ am the LORD, and that I am kind and fair, and that I do things that are right on earth.

This kind of bragging pleases me,” says the LORD. Jeremiah 9:24 NCV.

Do you hear kind and fair and do things that are right with the exact same meaning as love, justice,
and righteousness?

This is not a trivial question, it is a central question, directly connected to the gospel, read the fourth
paragraph,
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e In 2 Corinthians 10:14—16, Paul hints that preaching the gospel is the primary focus of his
ministry, both in Corinth and in regions beyond Corinth. Paul’s love for Jesus led him to talk
constantly about the good news of salvation, found in the death and resurrection of Christ.
Adult SS Guide 3 Q 2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 98.

Preaching the gospel is the primary focus of Paul’s ministry, and it is the mission God called His
followers to fulfill, to take the gospel of the kingdom to the entire world as a witness to all nations and
then the end will come, and it is the message especially emphasized by the 3 Angels of Revelation 14,
who bring the eternal gospel—so what is the eternal gospel, the gospel of the kingdom?

I ask this to groups all the time and the most of the time the answer is what the lesson suggests—*the
good news of salvation found in the death and resurrection of Christ.”

Is that the good news or is that a manifestation, revelation, result, outworking, fruit of the gospel?
Here is what Paul wrote the gospel is:

e For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” Romans 1:16,
17 NKJV, emphasis mine.

What is the gospel—the good news? The righteousness of God is the good news. Why is this the good
news and how does it connect to faith?

Because the war began in heaven with Lucifer who is the father of lies and his lies were about God,
leading angels and then Adam and Eve to believe God is not righteous, that God is not trustworthy.

Lies believed break the circle of love and trust. In other words, lies when believed cause the intelligent
being to no longer trust, to break faith, to seek to save self.

Therefore, the gospel is that Satan lied, God is love and completely trustworthy, thus when the good
news about God is revealed it restores trust. And where is the good news about God revealed most
fully? In Christ—thus because God is good, is love, is righteous, He so loved the world that He sent
His Son—the incarnation, selfless sacrificial substitutionary death of Christ is the outworking,
manifestation, result of the good news, the result of the reality that God is righteous. As Paul wrote:

e But now God’s way of putting people right with himself has been revealed. It has nothing to do
with law, even though the Law of Moses and the prophets gave their witness to it. God puts
people right through their faith in Jesus Christ. God does this to all who believe in Christ,
because there is no difference at all: everyone has sinned and is far away from God’s saving
presence. But by the free gift of God’s grace all are put right with him through Christ Jesus,
who sets them free. God offered him, so that by his blood he should become the means by
which people’s sins are forgiven through their faith in him. God did this in order to
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demonstrate that he is righteous. In the past he was patient and overlooked people’s sins; but
in the present time he deals with their sins, in order to demonstrate his righteousness. In this
way God shows that he himself is righteous and that he puts right everyone who believes in
Jesus. Romans 3:21-25 GNT, emphasis mine.

e And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, those
who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name. They
held harps given them by God and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of
the Lamb: “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your
ways, King of the ages. Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you
alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have
been revealed.” Revelation 15:2-4 NIV 84.

The eternal gospel is the eternal good news about God that destroys the lies of Satan and wins us to
trust or faith and it is through faith, restored trust in God that we receive salvation, the Holy Spirit who
brings us the life of Christ, the new spirit of righteousness and we are reborn and become the
righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21).

But Satan has counterfeited all of this with the human law lie that teaches that sin is rule breaking and
God’s law is imposed and justice is God using power to kill sinners, and salvation is getting Jesus to
take our place and be punished by God, thus the good news is not about God, it is about what Jesus
does for us to pay for our sins and protect us from God.

TUESDAY

Read 2 Corinthians 11:3-4:

e But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may
somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes to
you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit
from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it
easily enough. 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 NIV84.

What does this mean? What does it mean to preach another Jesus? Is this talking about Buddhism,
Islam, or paganism, or a false version of Christianity that uses the name “Jesus” and the Bible to
promote a false savior?

What would you say would be the difference between the true and the false?

Can you recognize the false gospel when you hear it?

What makes the gospel false? Is it false doctrines, in other words, false facts or teachings from
Scripture?

2026 3Q L10 Page | 15



e Sabbath day—if someone has the right Sabbath day does that mean they have the right gospel?
Or could someone have the right Sabbath and the false gospel?

e What about if someone has the wrong Sabbath day, could they still have the right gospel?

e What about the ceremony of baptism could someone have the wrong ceremony and the right
gospel and conversely could someone have the right ceremony and the wrong gospel?

e What about claiming Jesus as their Savior, could someone claim Jesus as their Savior and have
the false gospel? How?

Can anyone be saved from sin without Jesus? No! Absolutely not! But can someone be saved from sin
by Jesus without them realizing at the time that it is Jesus who is saving them?

Consider this passage talking about the Hebrews in the Exodus:
e They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the same spiritual
food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that
accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 1 Corinthians 10:2-4 NIV&4.

Do you think all those who were saved back then realized it was Jesus who was saving them?

WEDNESDAY

Read the last paragraph,

e Only a true servant of Christ would be willing to suffer like this for the gospel. If Paul were
really to boast about his sufferings, he had much to say. However, the next section of the letter
shows that the reason for his boast was based not on what he did for Christ but on what Christ
had done for him. Paul knew that God’s power is more visibly displayed in human weakness (2
Cor. 12:9, 10). By giving him a thorn in the flesh (2 Cor. 12:7), God protected Paul from
boasting about his accomplishments. This kept him humble, aware of his weakness, dependent
on divine power, and in the condition of receiving more of God’s grace and mercy. Adult SS
Guide 3" Q 2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 100.

It is true that those who are joined to Christ and who are reborn in love and trust are willing to suffer
for the gospel. But does that mean that if we see someone suffering for their faith they are promoting
the gospel of Jesus?

Another way to ask it is, are only the true servants of Christ willing to suffer like this for their faith or
are believers in false gospels also willing to suffer for their faith?
e What about the history of people suffering with all kinds of self-flagellation, like Martin Luther
was subjecting himself to before he reformed?
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e What about the Branch Davidians—were they willing to suffer, including being burned to
death for their gospel?

So we need to be careful with the declaration that only the true servants of Christ would be willing to
suffer for their faith—if we believe that is true then it could be come a test, and if we see someone
suffering for their faith we could be duped into believing only the true servants do that so what they
are teaching must be true.

THURSDAY

Read third paragraph,

e His main concern is that those members who had been involved with “impurity, sexual
immorality, and sensuality” may not have repented (2 Cor. 12:21, ESV). And it is sins such as
these that cause divisions in the church. Adult SS Guide 3" Q 2026, First and Second
Corinthians, p. 101.

There is no doubt that sexual immorality, betrayal, cheating, etc. if it is occurring will cause division,
because it is a breakdown of loyalty and trust.

But what do you think of the suggestion that it is sins such as these that cause division in the church?

This conclusion seems to be the result of believing the lie that God’s law functions like human law.
For these sins are behavioral and thus for those who hold to the sin equals bad deeds/rule breaking
philosophy this would be their conclusion.

But if we understand that sin is first and foremost a breakdown of love and trust in the heart, a
deviation of motivation, a spiritual corruption that results in behaviors that are out of harmony with
life and health, then we realize the division in the church is not caused by the behavior, but by the fear,
selfishness, lust, jealousy, envy, distrust operating within hearts that manifest with these behaviors.

And seeking to eliminate the behavioral sin without eliminating its motivational cause does not resolve
the division or problems in the church—which is evidenced by the state of Christianity today.

I don’t know one Christian organization that supports infidelity, immorality, cheating, betrayal,
exploitation, sensual sins. But look at Christianity, it is divide into 41,000 different groups, and within
essentially every denominational group that group is divided into multiple factions, conservatives,
liberals etc. Why?

Because of the underlying falsehood that God’s law functions like human law, which causes the focus
to be on behavior, bad deeds, and leads to all kinds of legal solutions, and importantly the false
emphasis on believing the right facts, doctrines, and doing the right behaviors, rather than having the
right heart and mind.
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The true cause of division is the spirit of fear and selfishness operating in hearts and minds that cause
anxiety that leads to seeking security through rules and rule enforcement, control, and thus people
operating at this level often end up in administration and leadership of organizations where they can
set rules and determine orthodoxy—it really makes them feel secure and safe.
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