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Lesson 11: Stewardship and Mission
by Tim Jennings

ANNOUNCEMENTS

September Potluck will be the 3" weekend—September 19.

SABBATH

Read first paragraph,

e Second Corinthians 8 and 9 show that Paul gave the Corinthians the opportunity to serve their
brothers and sisters in Judea. This passage shows that giving is a privilege that God grants us,
so that we can emulate the self-giving character of Christ. The language of heaven is one of
giving. Notice these remarkable words: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son” (John 3:16, NKJV; emphasis supplied). Adult SS Guide 3" Q 2026, First and
Second Corinthians, p. 88.

What do you think of this sentence? “This passage shows that giving is a privilege that God grants us,
so that we can emulate the self-giving character of Christ™?

What does the word emulate mean to you?

Words connote meaning. Let’s take the position that the authors mean to use this word to connote that
we are to become like Jesus. Let’s give them the most gracious interpretation possible.

And if emulate means to become like Jesus we all want to emulate Jesus, for we are to be His image
bearers.

But my mind stumbled on this word, and perhaps that is an evidence of my thinking. But the word
emulate doesn’t immediately connote become like to me, instead it connotes the idea of imitate, and
imitate to means external simulation, fake, pretend, an imitation, not the genuine, to work externally to
look behaviorally like Jesus, when in reality we are not like Jesus.

So how does emulate come across to you?

Why am [ pointing this out? Because words have meaning and as the lesson said, “The language of
heaven is one of giving.”
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Language is encoded information. We are intelligent beings who encode information. We encode not
just experiences, but meaning, and much of the meaning encodes via language.

And Satan is the father of lies. His primary power over people is through deception, through false
encoding, which changes their understanding of reality, but more than this it changes the structure of
their brains and the resonance, harmonic, spirit upon which they function.

Satan led the angels into rebellion, not by force, but by deception, by subtle distortions and
misrepresentations of the meaning of things.

Satan led Eve into sin, not through might, power, or threat, but through deception.
This is why Jesus said,

e Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,” and your ‘No,” ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil
one. Matthew 5:37 NIVg&4.

e “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32 NIV 84.

The truth is not in the words but in the meaning, in reality regardless of what we call it, the way things
are. But words are used to get us to change our understanding of reality. We need to encode truth,
reality, into the deep meaning of our understanding and experiences and all of that is represented by
the words.

Satan uses words to introduce meanings of things that are contrary to reality. When we accept the
change in meaning it changes us, even if we are using the words that could have an accurate
alternative meaning.

For instance—consider justice. Don’t we believe God is a God of justice? Of course we do.

But so do those who teach a different view of God that we do. We both use the same word “justice,”
but we have distinctly different meanings to that word. And it is not the word that is the issue, it is the
meaning we have attached and encoded into our brains that changes us structurally, which changes the
inner workings of our beings so that our ability to love and trust is impacted.

And what determines the meaning a person attaches to a word like justice?

How one understands God’s law functions. If one believes God’s law functions like human law,
imposed rules, then justice is encoded to mean: accurate legal accounting of sins, which are breaking
of the imposed laws, which require inflicted punishment to enforce the law, and the minimum
punishment is death. Therefore, justice to those who believe God’s law functions like human law, is
God using His power to execute Jesus in place of the guilty and God using His power to execute the
unrepentant.
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Encoding this meaning into one’s brain encodes fear and distrust of God and interferes with God’s
ability to save.

When we return to worshiping God as Creator, and understand His laws are design laws—Iike the
laws of health, the laws life is built to operate upon, we realize that sin is deviation from God’s laws
and it causes decay, degradation, encoding errors, suffering, pain and death. And if God does nothing
the sinner will die of this terminal condition. Understanding reality, that sin corrupts and that God is
love who heals and purges the corruption, we understand that the only just action a God of love can
take is to set right that which is wrong, to heal the damage, to provide remedy, to seek to save and thus
God so loved the world He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him will not perish but have
everlasting life.

And the justice of love, after doing everything possible to save, ultimately leaves every single person
free to choose their own way. For those who choose to trust God and follow truth—eternal life, for
those who refuse God’s healing, restoration, salvation, God sets them free to reap what they have
chosen. He stops using His power that has been protecting them and lets them have what they insist
upon, separation from Him, the only source of life and they wither and die. Just as the Bible teaches,
those who sow to the carnal nature from that nature reap destruction Galatians 6:8.

So, I don’t think this is just semantics. I think this is a realty-based war in which intelligent beings find
themselves. And as Scripture teaches:

e For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 2
Corinthians 10:3-5 NIV84, emphasis mine.

This is encoding language. The war is a war for hearts and minds and God cannot win by external
might and power, only by truth presented in love that we must freely choose to accept and encode.

So if emulate means to you to become like Jesus then wonderful, but if it causes you to stumble then
replace it with a better word like “become” like Jesus

¢ God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV84.

e By which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these
you may be partakers of the divine nature. 2 Peter 1:4 NKJV.

Applying this to the lesson’s point on giving, the giving that God values is not behavioral giving, it is
not giving from hearts motivated by the spirit of fear and selfishness seeking to behaviorally emulate
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Jesus to ensure legal fulfillment of the tithe or offering rule, but by hearts that are reborn to love and
trust like Jesus.

SUNDAY

Read 2 Corinthians 8:9:

e For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9 NIV84.

Jesus was rich yet for our sakes He became poor—and somehow through His poverty we become rich.
What is this talking about? How would you describe it?

Do this passage bear on the question of the riches of Christ:

e “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again,
and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went
away and sold everything he had and bought it.” Matthew 13:44-46 NIV 84.

Does this passage bear on the question of the riches of Christ?

e [ know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!
So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.
You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But you do not realize
that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold
refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your
shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. Those whom I love I
rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.
To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame
and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.” Revelation 3:14-22 NIV8&4.

What does this passage mean? Let’s go through it by sections.

e [ know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!
So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.
[What does this mean? What does it mean to be spiritually cold or hot? What is a cold heart? A
heart without love, a selfish, fear-ridden, me first uncaring heart. What is a hot heart? A heart
burning with passion, zeal, and if the heart is pure it burns with the fires of God’s love, “For
love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a
mighty flame.” Song of Solomon 8:6 NIV 84.
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So then what would lukewarm be? Would it be people who have cold hearts selfish hearts, but
who appear through their religious zeal to be on fire for the Lord? But their religious zeal, their
Sabbath keeping, tithe paying, missionary works are not done with hearts reborn to love, they
are don’t from the unconverted spirit of fear and survival. They are like the Pharisees in
Christ’s day zealous in searching the Scriptures and seeking converts, but not with hearts that
love. These are the Christians who Jesus said that though they claim Him as Lord and do all
kinds of mission work in His name, He never knew them, they are workers of iniquity.] You
say, ‘I am rich; [ have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But you do not realize that
you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. [Why do they say they are rich and in need of
nothing? What arguments did the Jews make to Jesus 2000 years ago? They claimed to be rich
because they were the remnant chosen people, blessed with the inspired writings, confirmed by
God to be the only organization through whom God’s promises were being fulfilled. They had
the weekly Sabbath of the Lord, the health message, the sanctuary message, the gospel
commission to prepare the world for the advent of the Messiah. They claimed belief in the
Creator God and claimed God as their father, but Jesus told them directly they were of their
father the devil. Why? What were they claiming made them rich? And this is the question we
are asking, what are the riches of Christ that we are to receive? They claimed to be rich
because of cognitive facts and external truths. They claimed they were rich because they had
the inspired writings, the prophets, and other religions had false prophets. They claimed to be
rich because they had the right Sabbath and other religions had days not blessed of God. They
claimed to be rich because they cognitively believed various doctrinal truths and others were in
darkness about these facts such as who Created the world. They knew that truth that God did
call the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be a holy nation and priests to evangelize
the world about Him and prepare the world for His advent.

Then how is it they were not rich if they did have the correct Bible, the correct Sabbath, the
correct sanctuary services, the correct dietary instructions, correctly knew that the Messiah
would be born in Bethlehem a descendent of Judah and David, knew the truths of Genesis and
creation, knew the truth that they were called by God for the special mission of preparing for
the advent of Messiah?

Because their hearts were not renewed, they practiced all the right behaviors and believed the
right facts with hearts animated by fear and selfishness.

Does this apply to the church of Laodicea? Could there be Christians today who claim to be
part of God’s remnant people, blessed with the inspired writings and prophetic gift, the
Sabbath of the Lord, the message of the sanctuary, the health message, the call to prepare the
world for the second advent of Christ, who believe right Bible doctrines, and because of all of
this they believe they are rich and in need of nothing, but in reality they are wretched, pitiful,
poor, blind, and naked? How would you explain it?

Because they have substituted the truth of God’s design law with the lie of imposed law and
therefore have substituted the truth of God as Creator with a counterfeit god who is an imperial
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dictator who rules through inflicted punishment, a being that we must be protected from and
appease with the blood of a human sacrifice.

Thus they have a false understanding of God, the sin problem, and God’s solution for it.
Instead of trusting God and opening their hearts and asking Him to see the wicked way in them
and create in them a clean heart and right spirit, the false legal system teaches people to hide
behind false theologies that function to hide their true condition from the Father, to erase
records, to cover over sinfulness, to legally adjust books rather than purify and cleanse hearts.
Thus they have a form of godliness without power. And notice what Jesus says is needed] I
counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white
clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so
you can see. [Gold represents riches—and what are the riches of Christ we are to buy? Gold
represents the sinless life, character, purity, of Jesus. Throughout the entire sanctuary system
we find pure gold, the golden altar, golden lampstand, cedars cut, shaped, and covered in gold,
the golden lid to the ark, and the box made of porous wood covered completely in gold. All of
this represents the sinless life of Jesus, His perfect character, His righteousness purifying and
cleansing all who trust Him. And we are to buy it—how do we buy this?

It is the barter system. We buy the gold, the sinless life of Jesus, by exchange, by surrendering
our sinful, fear-ridden, selfish, decaying, deteriorating, guilt-ridden, shame-filled life, the spirit
of fear inherited from Adam to Jesus and receiving from Him His sinless, holy, pure, spirit, life
of perfect love and trust. Then it is no longer I that live but Christ lives within me. What are the
riches of Christ? The truth about God and the sinless life of perfect love and trust that we
receive through faith, which was symbolized by the bread and wine that we are to partake. ]
Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. [Discipline is not punishment, it means to disciple,
to teach, to bring into our lives the very experiences we need to provide the energy necessary
to create within our brains opportunity to choose freedom, to choose life, to choose to let go the
spirit of fear and survival. We discussed in our God of Reality Seminar 8 experiences that
provide energy sufficient to put the electrons in our microtubules back into a position of
uncertainty so we have opportunity to choose truth, trust, love and collapse those electrons
down, changing the structure of the microtubule, changing the latticed water, changing the
resonance, harmonic, frequency of our very being to every closer harmony with God. God
disciplines us to provide us these opportunities, but the opportunity does not determine the
outcome, the outcome is determined by what the individual person chooses when the
opportunity presents.] So be earnest, and repent. [ What is repentance? It is not repentance
from acts or deeds that the legal fiction often teaches, it is a reality-based change of heart
motivation that led to the act or deed. Repentance is the change of heart motive in which the
soul, the individual, is freed from the control of spirit of fear and selfishness that motivated the
act and they are animated by the spirit of love and trust. In other words, it is heart motivation
change, not behavior deed change. Sorrow and grief about the sin-sickness in the heart that led
to the deed, and through God’s grace an actual restructuring of the inner workings of the living
being so we operate upon new motives, principles, and animating energy—love and trust in
Jesus.] Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. [Jesus knocks on the door to our hearts—with
what? Truth and love. And He pleads with us to let Him in, to trust Him, and when we do, He
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enters via the Holy Spirit and cleanses, heals, transforms, brings us His life and purges from us
all defects, lies, fears, corruption, making us pure as gold.] If anyone hears my voice and opens
the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. To him who overcomes, I will give
the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his
throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” Revelation 3:14-
22 NIV84. [To him who overcomes—overcomes what? The inherent spirit of fear and survival,
selfishness, that causes us to believe lies and distrust God. The thing we must overcome is not
outside of us, it is inside of us. This is why we must be reborn, recreated, renewed, healed, die
to the old and be reborn to the new. Satan wants people to believe the sin problem is behavioral
not motivational, and the punishment is externally inflicted not internally corrupting, and
therefore think they must overcome external temptation, when in reality they must overcome
internal fear and selfishness and the only way to do that is to be restored to trust in Jesus, and
that is only accomplished by the Spirit of truth and love bringing reality—God’s truth and love
to each individual heart and giving them opportunity to open the door of their heart and let
Jesus in, to surrender their defenses, to unbolt the door, to come out of the shadows, to allow
Jesus to give them the free gift of a new life, a new spirit, a new animating energy and set their
souls free from the control of the infection of the spirit of fear and selfishness. And this is only
possible as we come back to worship God as Creator and that is why the true message to go to
the world is the message of the 3 angels, the eternal gospel, the eternal good news about the
only eternal being that specifies we are to judge God correctly as Creator and leave the
imposed law Babylonian systems behind.]

What are the riches of Christ that we are to buy, receive, sell all for the treasure, the pearl of great

price?

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27 NIV84, emphasis mine.

Read the third and fourth paragraphs,

Paul’s statement in 2 Corinthians 8:9 is one of the most astonishing, powerful, and profound
passages in the whole Bible. Paul tells the story of Jesus’ mission but with an incredible
economy of words. There is so much theology here. This is the story of redemption but in only
one verse.

Even more impressive is that this story is told through financial language. Yes, Jesus was rich.
His richness refers to His pre-existence in heaven (John 17:5). He decided to become poor by
giving up the heavenly glory and coming to this world of sorrows. He became literally poor
(Luke 9:58). Although He was equal with God, He “emptied Himself by taking the form of a
bond-servant and being born in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:7, NASB). “And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross” (Phil. 2:8, ESV). Adult SS Guide 3" Q 2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 89.
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Now Jesus is fully God and had pre-existence in heaven and left the glories and privileges of His place
in heaven and has made an infinite sacrifice to save us, including in my understanding laying aside for
all eternity future His ability to be omnipresent—because He became human and retains His humanity
for all eternity. So Jesus sacrificed more than we will ever be able to comprehend to save us, there is
no doubt about this.

What the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have achieved for us will be our study for all eternity and we
will never plumb the depths of all that They have done for us.

The lesson states “His richness refers to His pre-existence in heaven” and references John 17:5.

e And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world
began. John 17:5 NIV&4.

What is the glory of God that Jesus is referencing that He had with the Father before the world began?

Do you think Jesus is speaking of physical might, power, bright shining light, displays of wealth,
crowns, golden pavement, gates of pearls or something else?

Judah had two temples—one built by Solomon, and one built after the 70-year captivity because
Solomon’s temple was destroyed by the Babylonians.

Consider these two texts about the two temples in relationship to God’s glory. This is referring to the
temple built after the 70-year captivity:

e [ will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with
glory,” says the LORD Almighty. ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,” declares the LORD
Almighty. ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former
house,” says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,” declares the LORD
Almighty.” Haggai 2;7-9 NIV84, emphasis mine.

The present house refers to the second temple—it will be greater in glory than Solomon’s temple. But
notice the following:

e But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple,
wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid. Ezra 3:12 NIV 84.

Why were those who saw Solomon’s temple weeping when the foundations for the new temple were
laid? Because it was so much smaller and less impressive that Solomon’s temple.

Then how is the second temple to be more glorious than the first? Most Bible students immediately

explain because Jesus, God the Son, would come personally into that structure and His presence would
make it more glorious. But, don’t forget this text describing the day Solomon’s temple was dedicated:
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e Then the temple of the LORD was filled with a cloud, and the priests could not perform their
service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the temple of God. 2 Chronicles
5:13-14 NIV&4.

So both temples had the physical presence of God grace their courts—Solomon’s with the unveiled
splendor, but the second with Jesus in human form. Yet Haggai says the second temple would be more
glorious—how is the second more glorious when it is structurally smaller than the first and God did
not manifest His unveiled shekinah glory there?

Because God’s ultimate glory is not might and power, it is character, because Satan’s allegations
against God were not that God was powerless or that Satan has more might and power than God, the
father of lies alleged that God is not trustworthy. And it is the belief in the lies about God’s character
that is the root of sin, that breaks the bonds of love and trust, that encode error and cause decay and
death.

And it was at the second Temple that Christ gave the full revelation of the character of God. It was at
the second Temple that Christ showed that God is in truth, in reality, in fact love. That He proved, not
by claim, proclamation, declaration, but by deed, by reality, by choice that He preferred to permit His
creatures to abuse and kill Him rather than to use His power to stop them. He proved that God is
trustworthy, that though God is all powerful He will NEVER use His power to harm His creatures.
That while for all others power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely, Jesus proved that
with God that is a lie, that God is truly safe to have all power and we can trust Him, that He does not
rule like a creature, by the use of might and power inflicted for punishment and enforcement sake.

Yet how sad that Satan has been so successful into infecting Christianity with the Roman lie that
God’s law functions like human law that despite the evidence of the Cross, many teach the exact
opposite, that God used power to kill Jesus in our place—and that lie, is the core to satanic theology
and it is deeply infecting Christianity and that is why Jesus delays His coming. He is waiting for the
eternal gospel to go to the world, the true power of God, for His people to revere Him and give Him
glory—the true glory of His character of love.

And this is why the second temple reveals the true eternal gospel:
e For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed. Romans 1:16 NKJV, emphasis mine.
The riches of God are not might and power—God’s riches are His love, truth, righteousness, grace,
mercy, goodness, reliability, trustworthiness, purity, perfection, health and life. The devils believe God

is powerful, but deny the riches of God, deny His goodness, His righteousness.

It is the true riches of God, the attributes of His character that win us to trust and which He longs to
restore in us so that we are true images bears of Him.
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MONDAY

Read 2 Corinthians 9:7:

e Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV 84.

What does this text mean?

Does God fail to love or not have love in His heart for those who either don’t give or do so without
cheer, with resentment?

No, this text is not talking about God’s love for people. God so loved the sinful world that He gave His
only Son. God loves because of who God is—love, not because of who we are—sinners.

So God loves all people all the time. Then what does the text mean that God loves a cheerful giver?

It has several reality-based meanings—one God is pleased, happy, supportive, likes to see giving done
cheerfully because of how reality works. He knows this is the only giving that has healing and
restorative value in the heart and mind of the person. That any giving done from fear, from survival,
from motives to advance or protect self, from obligation, from coercion, does not encode love and
trust, but solidifies the spirit of fear, doubt, selfishness, pride, and even rebellion. Consider this:

e “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received
their reward in full. Matthew 6:2 NIV&4.

They are giving, but from a heart motive to be seen, to make self look good, they cannot receive a
reward from the Father because they are acting upon the spirit of fear and self-promotion and thus
receive the reward they desire, to be seen by others. The reward the Father has for all of us is a new
heart and right spirit, to be reborn with the Spirit of Christ, such that we no longer live for self, to be
seen, to promote self, but to glorify God. Thus, giving out of such a selfish spirit obstructs a person
from receiving the reward God has for them.

This reveals another layer of how God loves a cheerful giver. He loves the cheerful giver, who gives
freely, because they are reborn with hearts that love and trust. Thus, God loves seeing this because it is
the outworking of His love in them, it is evidence of their restoration, and their very choice to do this
aligns them more with God, opens their heart more fully to His presence, allows more of His power,
His love, His truth, to flow into them, and brings them into ever closer intimacy with Him. Thus God
loves a cheerful giver because of how reality works!

Could we go so far as to say that giving from a spirit of fear and selfishness is not giving to God, but
giving to promote self?
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And this leads into an entire discussion on genuine love and love’s counterfeits, such as co-
dependency.

Those who love give in order to give—because of who they are, reborn, recreated beings who love
God and love others and seek to use their abilities, time, energy, resources to bless and help others.
Thus they are thoughtful, prayerful, and act intentionally to be a blessing, with hearts that rejoice in
helping others.

Those who are living the fear-driven survival life seek comfort for self, security for self, and will
develop very strong emotions for those people and things that they find comfort and security in. They
will sacrifice much to obtain whatever it is they believe will provide that security and thus they will
often “give” but their motive for giving is not from thanks, joy, love for God and others, nor because
they are seeking to primarily bless another, but from deep-seated fear and insecurity and their desire to
get. They give in order to get what they desire, need, want—attention, affirmation, attachment, praise,
recognition, chosen over others, position. And if they don’t get what they were seeking by their giving
they get angry, “you don’t seem to notice, value, appreciate me so see if I do that again!”

Those who love give in order to give, and rejoice in the benefit, blessing, happiness their giving brings
to others.

Many people are caught up in fear-driven dependency relationships in which they give in order to get.
And many people are “loved” like a cowboy loves his horse. Think about the cowboy and his horse.
The cowboy will spend his resources and give many things to and for the horse, but why? Because he
really is interested in the dreams and aspirations of the horse, to because of the service he expects to
get from the horse?

When we are won to Christ and our hearts are changed from fear and survival to love and trust, and we
have in our hearts to give, to whom are we to give our all? To Jesus—and then as His faithful friends,
stewards, servants, we manage the various resources and blessings He has given us.

This is why the first and greatest commandment is to love God with our entire being and the second is
to love our neighbor as ourselves. We cannot love others if we do not first love God. This is reality.
Our natural heart from birth is animated by the spirit of fear and selfishness and will naturally seek to
get for self—which is not love. We, at best, will be socially conditioned to be socially appropriate and
not be criminally abusive, but our motivations without Christ will always be angling for what we can
get.

We can only genuinely love others if we first love God, have first surrendered our life of fear and
survival to Him and been reborn and then with hearts that love and trust God we are enabled, by the
Spirit of truth and love, to actually love others.

So, our first move is to return ourselves to God, to surrender ourselves to Him as living sacrifices holy
and pleasing to Him, to be of the greatest usefulness in His cause—and therefore we give our time, our
energy, our creativity, our talents, and also we give financially as we are blessed financially.
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But where do we seek then to give what the Lord has put into our hands?

Do we have a responsibility to inquire about the groups, systems, programs, organizations we give to
and support? Or do we give blindly because the organization is the one we were raised in, or because it
is a Christian church?

Or, do we each have the responsibility to talk with Jesus, ask for His guidance, study His Word, ask
for the leading of the Holy Spirit for where we can be of greatest usefulness in His cause and where
God is directing us individually to invest ourselves, our time, energy, money?

I have had people inquire of me as to where they should minister for the Lord or where they should
return their funds, but I never tell people that. I tell them to prayerful inquire of the Lord and seek to
understand the true gospel of Jesus Christ, where the righteousness of God is revealed, and the seek to
follow the leading of the Holy Spirit which is always an outworking of both truth and love in freedom
that always harmonizes with Scripture and is working for the salvation of souls, the restoration of the
image of God in man.

TUESDAY

Read the first paragraph,

e God’s decision to save the world took place even before the world fell into sin. Christ’s coming
to die for us was part of an ancient plan (Rev. 13:8). God was not caught by surprise. He had
made plans to give Himself through Jesus. In 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, planning is an essential
theological principle that concerns the act of giving. This can be seen in at least two ways:
Adult SS Guide 3 Q 2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 91.

What do you think of the truth that God foreknew sin would arise, had already planned before creating
humanity that Jesus would come and die to be our Savior. That God was not surprised, knew this
would happen, and went ahead and created as He did anyway?

What does this say about God?

Multiple truths are revealed in this reality:

e God’s foreknowledge does not take away freedom as some falsely allege. God foreknew sin
would occur and angels and humans were still free to choose to sin.

¢ And freedom is exactly why God went ahead and created anyway why?

e Because God is, in reality, LOVE! And love only exists and operates in freedom. God could
have made a simulation, a universe of robots, but they could not love. Because God is love He
chose, (and the evidence supports this because it is reality), that He would rather create free
beings who rebel, and then for Him to suffer the terrible and infinite cost of Jesus’ incarnation
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and sacrificial death in order to have free beings in His image who love, than a pretend, fake
universe of robots.

e [t also reveals that God who created our universe lives outside of our universe. He created
time, He is not bound by time.

e It also reveals that God cannot win by might and power. Love cannot be obtained through
external force and infliction of punishment. And if God could have secured His universe in this
way, then when Lucifer rebelled, God could have just killed him and been done with it. The
fact that Jesus had to die reveals that God cannot win through imposed law and law
enforcement, only by truth and love revealed leaving beings free to choose for themselves.

WEDNESDAY

The lesson focuses on different attitudes in giving:
giving with joy

giving with generosity

giving with freewill

giving as a privilege

giving of themselves

Thoughts about these elements?

From where does joy come? Joy is the byproduct of fulfilling God’s calling or purpose in one’s life. It
is not something that comes by pursuing it, but is the result of embracing and fulfilling what God’s has
called you to do with your life.

The Bible says of Jesus:

e Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before
him endured the cross, scorning its shame. Hebrews 12:2 NIV 84.

Jesus did not enjoy the cross, there was not joy in being rejected and tortured and killed—the joy was
in the result of what He achieved at the cross. It was the joy set before Him, the joy of saving that
which He loved, the joy of revealing the truth about God and freeing people from living in fear of the
Father and bringing humanity back into unity with God. His joy was in His mission, fulfilling His

purpose.

Of Jesus the Bible says:

e “I delight to do Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my heart.” Psalm 40:8 NKJV
(Hebrews 10:5-7, 9 explicitly applies this to Jesus).
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e Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.
John 4:34 NKJV.

And Jesus said,

e For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.
John 6:38 NIV&4.

Our joy comes from fulfilling God’s calling in our lives and when we do that we give with hearts filled
with joy.

And we have hearts filled with the water of life and it overflows to others thus we give with
generosity.

And we give freely because we want to.

And because we have tasted and seen that the Lord is good, because we have partaken of Christ, been
renewed, have experienced the freedom from guilt, shame, and fear we identify with Christ, value
Him, embrace His kingdom and count it a privilege to be able to contribute to the cause in any way we
can. We rejoice in being part of the team, in helping out God’s team win.

Consider how people who love their college football teams become boosters and give money and time
to help the team win. Those who identify with Christ do not give out of obligation, out of fear, out of
responsibility, they give out joy and are thankful to be able to be on the team and help out any way
they can.

THURSDAY

The lesson focuses on unity—what do you understand this unity to be?

e It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some
to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Ephesians 4:12-13 NIV 84.

What does this text mean to you?

God gives gifts freely—He gave us His Son, His Holy Spirit, and then various abilities and giftings for
what purpose?

For the purpose of reaching unity—but what kind of unity? Unity in faith, in trust, in what? The
knowledge of the Son of God—what is that? What does that mean?
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The truth that Jesus revealed about the righteousness of God, that God is righteous, the eternal good
news. That the Father is not like Satan alleges. God is love, God is truth, God is Creator and Sustainer,
and God’s laws are the laws of life. Sin is transgression of the laws of life, it breaks the bonds of love
and trust. Sin is encoded distortion, lies, falsechood about God that corrupts the life with fear and
selfishness, which further corrupts the ability to discern reality, which cases further thoughts and
actions out of harmony with God and life, which causes further deterioration, pain, suffering, which
causes further fear and desperation to survive, which drives further from God.

Without divine intervention this results in decay and death. But Jesus reveals the truth about God that
destroys the lies and wins us to trust. And in Jesus humanity has been purified by His incarnation,
sinless life, and sacrificial death that purged and eliminated the spirit of fear and selfishness from the
humanity He assumed. He is now not only the perfect revelation of the Father, the truth that sets us
free from Satan’s lies about God, but His in the connecting link, the living being who has life
originating and pure and holy from the Father within Him and that life through Christ reaches
humanity, is restored within humanity, and all who are won to trust by the truth He has revealed,
receive from the Holy Spirit Christ’s life and are reborn with a new sinless life and it is no longer our
old fear-ridden self living, but Christ lives in us.

We are literally recreated, restructured, our brains rewire, our motivational energy shifts from fear and
survival to love and trust and as we mature and grow closer to Christ the automatic outcome is that we

grow closer to each others, we resonate on the same frequency, there is a unity that in inherent in our
faith.
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