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2026 3Q First and Second Corinthians
Lesson 3: Unity in Christ

by Tim Jennings

SABBATH

Read Memory Verse:

e [ appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same
judgment. 1 Corinthians 1:10 ESV.

What does this text mean?

e [s the message that we all must be thinking the exact same thoughts?

e [s the message that we must all adhere to the same list of doctrinal beliefs, understood in the
exact same way?

e [s the message that we have no divisions of any kind—no adult and children’s division, no
elders, deacons, evangelists, pastors, no male and female bathrooms?

Obviously not, there are many divisions we do have and are supposed to have and divisions we are not
to have—what are the ones we are not to have?

We are not to be divided in spirit, love, devotion to Jesus and His kingdom of truth, love, and freedom.

What does “united in the same mind and the same judgment” mean? Whose mind and judgment
determines what is the correct thing to be united upon?

Upon what are we as human beings, created in the image of God, with our own unique individuality,
ability to think reason, discern, act and choose, our own unique life experiences, perspectives to be
united upon?

Isn’t it that we are to be united upon the principles of God, the design law realities that govern the
operations of life?

And thus we unite upon love for God, others, and the love of truth? As we recognize we are finite and
only God is infinite, none of us claim to have a lock on absolute truth and are infallible, but because
we all love truth we are willing to investigate, to have our ideas challenged, and as we understand
things in ever more accurate ways we update our understanding.

But the love of truth, is different that love of doctrinal truths, or love of certain understandings or
interpretations of truth—the classic example is the three blind men describing an elephant—all
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describing their narrow and limited view of a larger reality. That is all of us as we grow in truth—the
lovers of truth remain open to investigate, contemplate, consider, and update—the lovers of self, those
still animated primarily by the spirit of fear, find security in their theological doctrines—they believe
they are safe if they believe the right things, or do the right things, thus they are not open to have their
beliefs and ideas challenged and become defensive and resistant when truth presents.

Let me be clear—I not suggesting that those who are lovers of truth, whose hearts are open to truth,
those moving forward in truth do not question, do not push back with honest objections against new
truth that doesn’t yet make sense to them. Of course they do—this is how we learn, and this is why
God said to come and reason with Him, to ask such questions. But the questions of the lovers of truth
are the questions that lead to deeper understanding, and are presented not to shut down discussion or
win a debate but to understand the position they do not currently understand.

Those driven by the spirit of fear become defensive, insecure, and their questions are designed to
avoid truth—and often they don’t even consciously realize they are doing it. They are driven by fear
and insecurity so the natural drive is to protect and defend so, rather than being open to honestly
investigate and understand views that differs from their own they reflexively seek to prove the view
wrong in order to prove themselves right.

If you watch some of the interviews I have done on various podcasts over the last year, you will see
these two types of interviewers. You will see that essentially none of the interviewers on the programs
where I have been the guest already understood my position—but some interviewers presented a spirit
of openness and willingness to listen, seek to understand what I was saying, and then consider and
think for themselves, while on different podcasts the interviewers were not interested in understanding
my view, but were motivated to try and prove it wrong. And understanding another view does not
mean one agrees with it. We can understand a view and still disagree with it, and in fact the mature are
able to do just that.

I am pointing this out because I believe it goes to the heart of what was happening in Corinth and what
Paul was dealing with—and what contributes to much division within the church today.

Those who are cognitive converts—and by cognitive converts or cognitive Christians, I mean they
ascribe to the idea of Christianity. They believe in God and Jesus as our Savior and the inspiration of
Scripture and will use the language of the Bible, very much like the Pharisees in Christ’s day did. But
they are not reborn with a new heart and right spirit and therefore they advance their cognitive
Christianity through the way the world works. And their Christianity is always legal in some way, a
system of rules, defined doctrines, various litmus tests of orthodoxy, behavioral monitoring, various
imposed consequences etc. with intolerance for significant divergence from their defined standard.

Such people want unity of structure, systems, cohesion like any military wants cohesion, by the
uniform code of military justice—or in this case the uniform code of church manual, which will define
orthodoxy and any new light that comes along must be filtered through the approved rule list and
ultimately mangled to the point it is no longer enlightening but is either rejected or becomes burdened
with the legal distortions.
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But the truly converted are those who love God, others, and truth and live the principles of God and
those principles cannot be externally applied and policed.

Thus Paul wrote to the Romans who were in disagreement over various religious things:

e One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike.
Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. Romans 14:5 NIV84.

How could Paul advise that on religious matters and practice that people should be fully persuaded in
their own mind? Shouldn’t he had given a list of specific foods that were approved and not approved,
listed specifically that the seventh-day Sabbath is the only authorized day?

Did Paul not want the Roman church to have unity, or was Paul teaching the foundation genuine unity
that Christ brings? And what is that unity? Unity of truth, love, and freedom which cannot be
externally applied, but must be internally chosen.

So back to the question of unity—did the Pharisees in Christ’s day have a certain unity?

e Wouldn’t they have been united on the sacredness of the Bible, God as Creator, the holiness of
the Sabbath, the validity of the Ten Commandments, the belief in the Messiah to come, diet,
dress and so much more?

e How could they be united on all of these things—things God instructed—but not be united
with Christ, God, and heaven?

Did the Roman church in the Dark Ages have a certain unity?
Do Satan and his angels share a unity of purpose and mission as well as method and motive?

Do any of these represent the unity that Paul is talking about? In other words, is the unity manifested
by those who are evil the same kind of unity that we are to have as righteous followers of Jesus, the
only difference we are to have is in what we are unified over? Or is there something wrong with the
type of unity the wicked have?

If we could get the same kind of unity that the wicked have, but with 100% correct doctrines, is this
what God wants? Why or why not?

How would you describe the difference between the unity of evil and the unity of righteousness?

Is there a difference in unity if people are united around survival, fear, self-protection, us against them,
which leads to rules, power over, defense, and need to police and purge the questioners and ensure the
hearts and minds stay locked into the dark cave of their own beliefs versus being united around truth,
love, and the design laws of God, how reality works, which leads to hearts that want to grow and
advance in unfolding truth and to share the good news that frees those living in the slavery of fear,
survival, and legality?
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Can there be they unity that God wants for His people if they are not left free to decide for
themselves?

Then can there be unity in a universe if God is threatening to kill people who don’t agree with Him?
Of course not, and realizing this exposes the demonic nature of the penal/legal lies infecting
Christianity.

How does God achieve unity—truth presented in love leaving people free to be fully persuaded in
their own mind. And when we understand that God’s laws are design laws then we understand that
those who refuse reconciliation, restoration, unity with God cause their own disintegration and death
when God ceases to use His power to hold at bay what they have chosen. Why does He surrender them
to death? Because to hold on to them would cause them would violate their choice, their freedom and
force them into a position of perpetual torment and torture and God will not do that.

Read second paragraph,

e Humans are somewhat like that as well; that is, not only do they tend to exist in groups, but
they sometimes fight among themselves in those groups. And that’s a reality even in our
churches! Cliques form, often around some kind of charismatic leader. And, even worse,
sometimes one clique does not get along with others. Adult SS Guide 3" Q 2026, First and
Second Corinthians, p. 22.

What do you think of this? The lesson seems to suggest the problem is forming cliques, small
exclusive subgroups with their unique interests. Is the issue that cliques form, in other words various
subgroups who join together and have their own interests and preferences unique to the subgroup, or is
the problem upon what the clique is united around and the motives for the division and clique?

For instance, if in an orchestra the members of the percussion section form a clique and exclusive
practice group for percussion members, and the wind instrument players do the same, and they get
together to talk about techniques that help them with their unique instruments, to get to know each
other better so they can work together more seamlessly in their section—but they are not in any way
antagonistic to the orchestra as a whole, and in fact, when they get together with the other members of
the orchestra they are united playing the same score, with the same tempo, harmonizing together—is
this a problem?

But what if the cliques form over who should determine what music is played and the percussion
group become dissatisfied because the music selected doesn’t have enough drums, or the wind
instruments complain there are not enough clarinet solos, and they become jealous and work together
behind the scenes in their cliques to promote themselves? What if the members of one section thought
the drums were too loud and began a campaign to have the drums removed from the orchestra, and
then the brass, and then they strings, and on and on?

Is the problem the cliques or the motives and what they are doing?
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A clique is defined in the dictionary as “a small exclusive group” does that mean if it becomes a large
exclusive group it is no longer a click? What is it then? A denomination?

SUNDAY

Read 1 Corinthians 1:12-17:

What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I
follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you?
Were you baptized into the name of Paul? I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you
except Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. (Yes, I also
baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.)
For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words of human
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 1 Corinthians 1:12—17 NIV 84.

What is the message? What is Paul saying?

Is Paul saying,

Some of you like to worship God in nature on Sabbath and therefore are attending the biology
teachers Bible study class, and others like to sing hymns of praise to God in a building with
great acoustics on Sabbath and therefore are attending the choral directors Bible study class,
while others prefer a deep dive Bible study of what God has accomplished in Christ and are
attending the Come and Reason Bible study class—what are you thinking you shouldn’t be
doing these different things, you should all do the same thing on Sabbath.

Is this what Paul is saying or something else?

Here is my paraphrase:

Evidently, some of you have lost the main focus of the truth about God as revealed by Jesus,
for one of you says, "I am Paul's disciple;" another, "I adhere to the teachings of Apollos;" yet
another, "I belong to the order of Peter;" and still others, "I follow Christ." What are you
thinking? Is there more than one Christ? Do you think Christ has multiple personalities, or is
two-faced? Were your minds immersed in the truth about Paul or in the truth about God as
revealed by Christ? I am thankful that—after your minds were immersed in the truth about God
as revealed by Christ—I didn't assist any of you in the symbolic water immersion, except for
Crispus and Gaius, so none of you would get confused and think you were immersing your
hearts in loyalty to me. (Oh yes, I also assisted the household of Stephanas in the symbolic
water immersion, but other than that, I don't remember assisting anyone else with this ritual.)
For God did not send me to perform rituals, but to present the good news about him, about his
methods, principles and character as revealed by Christ—not some human theory of
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appeasement—lest the death of Christ be seen as some payment to an offended god, and
therefore lose its power to free the mind from fear and mistrust of God. 1 Corinthians 1:12-17
REM.

Do you agree the Remedy version captures the message Paul is conveying?

There is one Creator God, one Savior Jesus Christ, one Actualizer God the Holy Spirit—and there is
one human race, one sin problem, and only one solution to that sin problem—1Jesus Christ and what
He accomplished which restores us to trust that results in our being reborn and indwelt by the Holy
Spirit that realigns our hearts and minds with God bringing us back into unity with the Father.

This is reality—and thus no matter who is teaching, if they are inspired by the Holy Spirit, they are
teaching the same reality-based truths, but often with different examples, stories, illustrations—but all
leading back to the truth about God.

We get divided when we exchange the truth for a lie and the greatest lie is that God’s law is imposed
which leads to every division we have!

Symptoms of the imposed law infection are when hierarchies of domination, control, orthodoxy and
authority attempted to be exerted over the minds of others emerge within the organization.

And what I mean by hierarchies are not different roles and different positions—that is necessary
because we have different skills and abilities. I am talking about hierarchies in relationship to what
people believe, in which individuals are not persuaded with truth in love and left free, but are
pressured to conform to the system and orthodoxy is determined by the authority of office, conference
committee, position, vote, rather than the authority of reality, of truth itself.

Remember 2000 years ago God’s authorized church met in general conference session and called a
vote of the authorized delegates and they voted to crucify Jesus.

Read third paragraph,

e The disagreements in the church of Corinth came to the surface—even in the form of lawsuits
against one another (1 Cor. 6:1-3). “I say this to your shame,” Paul told them (1 Cor. 6:5,
NKIJV), concerning these lawsuits between church members. In fact, they didn’t lay aside their
differences even when celebrating the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:17-22). Adult SS Guide 3" Q
2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 23.

Do we do this? Is Christianity today divided by the meaning, method, mode, and practice of the Lord’s
Supper? Who is authorized perform the ceremony, whether the wafer is a symbol or becomes the
actual human flesh of Jesus, , who can participate, what does the elements mean, whether the
ceremony has any saving benefit and whether people have to participate in order to be saved, does this
ceremony do something in heaven and on and on?
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Is there division in Christianity today? What is the cause of the division?

All of these arguments and divisions are rooted in first accepting the lie that God’s law is imposed,
made up rules that require artificially inflicted penalties by the rule-giver. Once that lie operates inside
the mind, then fear and selfishness become intwined into the motives, fear of sin, guilt, punishment,
and drives to do good, to right to protect self. The false definition of God’s law becomes the
measuring stick, the barometer, the standard used to determine right and wrong, and all other
experiences, truths, doctrines get interpreted through that lie.

So, for instance, if one accepts the lie about God’s law, and then comes to the truth about the seventh-
day Sabbath, they accept the fact that the seventh-day is the Bible Sabbath. But they encode into their
mind through imposed law, a rule made up by God, a legal requirement. And the spirit of fear is
concerned about what is allowed and not allowed on the Sabbath, what is legal and not legal to do. The
spirit of fear doesn’t want to get into trouble, and wants to protect self, to close avenues and
opportunities for self to be criticized, condemned, or punished, and to make self feel good, safe,
secure. So, the Sabbath becomes a day of legal observation and rules of what behaviors and activities
legal and authorized and not authorized to do are formed.

And the Sabbath becomes the day of stress, worry, burden, restriction, the day of watching the clock to
know when one is free again to live their life. The legal religion will publish sunset calendars so their
members can ensure they are keeping the rules and not stress themselves.

And thus the Sabbath, the right Bible day set apart by God as a gift for our healing, when set in the
imposed law lie gets twisted and distorted and further encodes the lies about God into the heart,
ultimately to the point they are worshiping a false god on the Bible Sabbath and harden themselves
into God’s enemies. As Jesus told the Jews in His day who were observing the right Sabbath they were
children of their father the devil. And they proved it shortly thereafter by crucifying the Lord of the
Sabbath and ensuring He was off the cross by sunset to keep the right day of the week in honor of their
false legal imposing and punishing god.

So the Lord’s Supper and all division in Christianity, in my understanding, works the same way, the
divisions are rooted not in the specific element, but in thinking there are legal requirements or legal
mechanics involved in some way.

Unity is achieved when we return to reality and worship God as Creator, understand His laws are
design laws and realize that sin is not a legal problem, it is lethal problem. Sin is deviation from God’s
design and order that is active and working inside the heart and mind of living beings. Sin is a process,
a way of functioning, a methodology inside a living being that in operation, in mode, in thought, in
motivation, desire that is out of harmony with God and the laws He has built into the operation of our
being. And because sin is an internal mode of operating that is out of harmony with God it always
leads to decay, degradation, injury, harm, actions and death.

This is why the New Covenant is God writing His laws upon our hearts and minds, restoring within us
is system of operation, putting us back in harmony with the Father.
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When we return to worshiping God as Creator then we pursue reality, truth, what is actually real. We
realize that ceremonies have no power in and of themselves, they are not legal, they are designed to by
teach, by symbol, truth. And it is as we encode and apply truth that we are healed. But rituals also
provide an opportunity for the believer to act upon what they believe which helps the brain encode the
truth and solidify it into their being. But what gets encoded during the ritual is the meaning one
ascribes to it. So if a person does the ritual but believes falsely that the ritual is legal, and it somehow
hides and protects them from God, then what gets encoded is not God’s design laws but further
distortion and fear and distrust of God.

MONDAY

The lesson title is “Centered on Jesus” and the lesson correctly states that “we must be centered on
Him.”

This is an absolute truth, as the Bible says:
e Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. Hebrews 12:2 NIV84.

e You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.
Isaiah 26:3

Why is this critical?

Because of the law of worship—by beholding we are changed. We actually become like what we
prioritize into our daily lives. If we claim a belief in Jesus, but we daily prioritize the world, the dog-
eat-dog method, the entertainments of the world, the fight for survival, the wounds, pains, injuries of
life, and they become the predominant focus of our mind and we relegate Jesus to a place on the
mantle, in the back corner of our mind that we give a cognitive assent to believing in Him, but do not
make Him the center—then what?

We become more fearful, more insecure, more frantic, life becomes more chaotic, we have less peace,
we become more like the world—and if we retain a belief in God we either go into the ditch on the left
in which we have the cheap grace of claiming God’s forgiveness for all our sins while believing there
is nothing we can do to live victoriously so we don’t mature, develop, or become like Christ—we
continue to deteriorate in character, or we go into the legal religious ditch on the right and practice our
Christianity with ever increasing rules and behavioral requirements to try to externally control an
internally collapsing system and our hearts harden and we continue to deteriorate in character.

Why do you think legal Sabbath keepers have so many Sabbath rules? So they can, through their own
effort of will and behavior, organize one day in seven in which the worldly programming they love in
heart is turned off, the unhealthy music they love to listen to is turned off, the self-centered use of

resources they love to indulge is set aside, so they can externally act as if their hearts are changed and

2026 3Q L3 Page | 8



feel good about keeping their Sabbath rules, and then go back to living the rest of the week indulging
in the worldly and profane all of which encodes in their brain and corrupts their heart, causing further
fear, guilt, shame, distress, which they defend against by more external rules and rule keeping.

Jesus described this exact person:

e The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and
give a tenth of all I get.” Luke 18:11-12 NIV 84.

So, it is critical that we put Jesus at the center, but not at the center one day in seven, at the center of
our lives seven days a week.

But there is still one critical element that causes division that must be resolved before people who are
putting Jesus at the center and experience real godly unity—and what is that final critical element that
must be resolved for those who are putting Jesus at the center? They must return to worshiping the true
Jesus and not the counterfeit that has infected much of Christianity—and before anyone get offended,
let me ask you:

e  Who would the Inquisitors who ran the Spanish Inquisition say was the center of their lives and
religion? Jesus—they had a Jesus that they were worshiping, but it is not the true Jesus.

And of course, Jesus Himself said,

e Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform
many miracles?” Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!’ Matthew 7:21-23 NIV 84, emphasis mine.

There is a version of Christianity in which people use the name “Jesus” and do all kinds of ministry in
the name of Jesus and they will proclaim Jesus is their center, but they are not advancing the kingdom
of God, they, according to Jesus, are evildoers!

How can this be? What makes a person an evil doer? If they are promoting evil—and what is evil at its
core? Lies about God that break trust in Him and lead people to practice methods contrary to God’s
kingdom and design. And what lie is most pernicious in doing this? The penal legal lies about God that
make God out to be the source of death and the one from whom we need to be protected.

If we want Jesus at the center we must return to reality, to objective truth, to worshiping God as

Creator, which requires we reject the fiction that God’s laws are made up rules enforced by external
punishments, and realize that God is always for us, is the source of life, health, and everything good,
and that sin breaks us away from God, from life, health, and everything good, and Jesus is God who
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came to purge the sin, the defect, the fear, guilt, selfishness, and lies and restore us to unity with
Himself and the Father.

Read the second paragraph,

e Paul mentions that we are “the body of Christ and individually members of it” (1 Cor. 12:27,
ESV; emphasis supplied). While the body has many parts—each one with its function—it is
still one body. For the body to function properly, each part has to do its work according to its
capabilities. This metaphor indicates that Paul is looking for unity, not uniformity. He is
looking for unity in the diversity. More than that, he is looking for unity despite diversity.
Adult SS Guide 3 Q 2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 24.

The lesson emphasizes that the body of Christ, which is the church, has many individual members,
which is of course, true.

Question—what is the church? Who are its individual members? Is the church, the true body of Christ,
determined by denomination or are the true members of Christ’s church found throughout the world
and in all denominational groups?

My understanding is that the true church of Christ, the body, is the body of believers who have been
reborn and transformed in the inner person and these individuals are found throughout all the world in
all groups.

Then what is the purpose of denominations—to the degree they have godly purpose, it is for mission,
not exclusivity in salvation, not as a roster of the saved. Just as the Jewish nation was called for
mission, God can and does call people to organize in groups for specific mission, but being part of a
group for mission doesn’t mean that group contains all the saved in the world—or all the truths of God
(God is infinite always more truth to unfold).

The great Reformer Martin Luther (1483—1546) held that the true church is
e “the daughter of the Word, not the mother of the Word,”

and he famously added that if he were the only person in the world still holding to the Word, he alone
would be the church. Thus, Luther urged,

e “Let him who wants a true church cling to the Word by which everything is upheld.”
https://discover.hubpages.com/religion-philosophy/Martin-Luther-Quotes;
https://www.azquotes.com/author/9142-Martin_Luther/tag/church

Is this our understanding of the church? Or have we allowed the imposed law lie to infect our minds so

we see people who currently hold a different view on baptism, or worship day, or communion than we
do as not being part of the church because they are acting illegally?
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TUESDAY

Read the third paragraph,

e Wise and mature Christians are spiritual people, not carnal, not like infants (1 Cor. 3:1). They
compare spiritual things with spiritual things, because “the things of the Spirit . . . are
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:13, 14, NKJV). Wise and mature Christians feed on solid food,
not milk (1 Cor. 3:2; compare with Heb. 5:12). The believer “who lives on milk is unskilled in
the word of righteousness, since he is a child. But solid food is for the mature, for those who
have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil”
(Heb. 5:13, 14, ESV). Wise and mature Christians do not say, “I am of Paul” or “I am of
Apollos” (1 Cor. 3:4), referring to different people. Adult SS Guide 3" Q 2026, First and
Second Corinthians, p. 25.

Wise and mature Christians are spiritual people, not carnal—what does this mean?
What is your definition of being spiritual rather than carnal?
Would all of us agree on what it means to be spiritual?

The lesson goes on to describe a spiritual person is one who doesn’t remain an infant, who lives on
milk, but who grows up to maturity—what does this mean in reality, in relationship to our salvation?

This comes from Hebrews 5-6, lets read those verses and see what we can discern:

e We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. In fact,
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary
truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk,
being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food
is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from
evil. Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity not
laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death. Hebrews 5:11-6:1
NIV84, emphasis mine.

What do you hear in this passage?

First, elementary teaching is not bad teaching or wrong teaching or evil teaching, it is elementary
teaching, the a,b,c’s and 1,2,3’s the basic concept an infant, child, needs to be able to understand
reality.

But the mature move past the basics to understanding reality, and they do this by constant use,

constant exercise of their critical thinking abilities in reasoning with God and thereby develop the
ability to discern.
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This is the law of exertion, if you want something to get stronger you must exercise it because if you
don’t use it you lose it—including critical reasoning skills.

And if we do not do this then according to this passage we are not acquainted with the teaching about
righteousness. Don’t we hear a lot about righteousness by faith? But this text says if we don’t mature
we are not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. Can we demonstrate how that is true?

First, let’s identify what is the elementary teaching, the basics, the a,b,c’s—and the text tells us it is
repentance from acts that lead to death—it is the focus on the acts, the deeds, the behaviors, the bad
stuff, the penal legal view of reality.

This is the infant approach, the child’s approach, it is not aware of reality—it is the child who brushes
their teeth because there is a rule and they don’t want to get into trouble. It is the child who doesn’t
play in the street because they are afraid their parent will get mad and punish them, and they don’t
want to get punished.

Such rules are in place for the infant, child, who will destroy themselves without the rule because they
do not understand reality. But when they grow up they don’t need the rule, because they understand
reality and have incorporated those principles into their hearts and live in harmony with how life
works; they freely stay out of traffic, and brush their teeth.

But the immature are those, who as adults, if someone sees them brushing their teeth and asks them
why they are doing it say, “Well my mother has a rule and if I don’t do it, I will get punished.”

That is the immature Christian, why do you observe Sabbath—well God has a rule, and if I don’t I will
get a sin mark on my heavenly record and I will be punished with torment and death unless I confess it
and get Jesus’ blood to pay the Father so He won’t punish me. These people are not acquainted with
righteousness.

This legal view is such a distortion that people who function like this are not acquainted in the
slightest with righteousness. They will teach that righteousness is being legally declared righteous in
the courts of heaven based on the blood of Jesus while we in reality remain unrighteous—clearly not
acquainted with righteousness, they haven’t even been introduced to righteousness.

When we return to worshiping God as Creator, and realize all His laws are design laws, and that we
have a terminal sin condition in need of healing. Then we surrender in trust, embrace truth, and mature
and realize the true purpose of the written law is exactly like the rules parents give for teeth
brushing—as Paul wrote:

e We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. We also know that law is made not for
the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious;
for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, for adulterers and perverts, for slave
traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine that
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conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me. 1 Timothy 1:8-
11 NIV84.

The written law, including the Ten Commandments, was added by God for a sinful humanity that
needed to be protected from destroying itself with external rules long enough for them to come back
into trust with God for rebirth and healing, for maturing and growing and then the rules are not
needed, not because they directed to do wrong and we can now do wrong, but because we do right
from hearts renewed in trust, love, and agreement.

And this is real righteousness of which the immature are not acquainted and for which Christ died:

¢ God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV84, emphasis mine

This is reality, this is maturity, this is God’s calling, plan, desire, the mystery of God:

e To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27 NIV84.

And a few verses later Paul writes—and this is particularly important on the question of maturity and
unity in the church:

e My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have
the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God,
namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Colossians
2:2-3 NIVg4.

What is the mystery of God? Christ and Christ’s character being reproduced in us that restores us to
the righteousness of God, and the immature are not acquainted with this because they live afraid of
God, in a penal legal delusion in which they believe they need to be protected from a punishing god by
a legal payment.

It is time we return to worshiping God in truth and that is the message for this time—to be in awe of

God and give Him glory by becoming righteous, return to worship Him who made the heavens, earth,
sea, and fountains of water.

WEDNESDAY

The lesson points our attention to Philippians 2:5-8:

¢ Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the
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very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross! Philippians
2:5-8 NIV&4.

What does this mean? What is the significance? What does it reveal?

Who is Christ? God—by what right? Nature, meaning what? Christ is a divine being by nature, by
reality, not be claim, declaration, promotion, exaltation, artificial elevation, but by nature.

The war began in heaven when Lucifer, a creature, became infatuated with self and,

e You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God;
I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I
will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” Isaiah 14:13-
14 NIV&4.

Notice, Lucifer is not by nature God, so Lucifer attempts to rise up through assertion, claim, artificial
elevation, proclamation, imposition of will, desire, and by convincing others he deserves something
that is not in reality true. This is fiction, fantasy, delusion.

How did a sinless being become like this?

All intelligent creatures, when angels in heaven or Adam and Eve in Eden, when God created them
were sinless, without any corruption, error, distortion, or fear, selfishness, or bent to evil—but despite
being perfect, sinless—they are NOT God, and that means, in reality, they are finite—they are not all
knowing, they are limited in what they can know, comprehend and understand.

As long as sinless beings living in a love and trust relationship with God—who is infinite and the
source of all truth, as they move through time, as they live their lives, their finite minds will
experience new things, they will develop ideas, theories, perspectives, that will not always be
accurate—just like a loving child trying to learn and understand will draw erroneous conclusions.

But as long as the sinless intelligent being remains in a love/trust relationship with God they submit all
their questions, hypothesis, perspectives, attempts to understand and grow to God the source of infinite
truth and if an idea is going the wrong direction they joyfully, just like a loving child, thank God for
the update, the truth, embrace it, apply and continue to develop, advance, grow, in harmony with God
and reality.

But the moment a finite being, including a sinless one, replaces God as their center, as the ultimate
authority in their heart and mind with anything else—they disconnect from infinite truth and the only
result is encoding errors, decay, sin. And this is what Lucifer did. He became proud, infatuated with
his own beauty, and pride recognizes no authority higher than self. As soon as pride rooted in his
heart, he became the final authority and as a finite being, it was inevitable that he would encode error,
which is what happened.
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Lucifer, refused truth, refused correction, and thus he became delusional. His false beliefs about
himself, Christ, and his position, did not change reality and thus Lucifer sought to advance his
delusion through claim, assertion, deceit, and ultimately imposed, arbitrary law.

Christ on the other hand is by nature God and God is by nature love and truth and love only operates in
freedom, thus God did not change, did not take control of Lucifer’s heart or mind, did not erase him
from existence, did not inflict punishment upon him, did not take away his freedom, but presented
truth, in love, and left him free to run his errors to their ultimate end while simultaneously distributing
infinite truth and love for all free beings to participate in and be saved.

THURSDAY

The title is “A Lifestyle That Reflects the Cross” what does that mean to you?
What would a Christlike lifestyle look like?

Does a Christlike lifestyle become political? Did Jesus or the apostles seek to get a new governor in
Rome? Get new senators elected in Rome who would be more favorable to Christians?

Why didn’t Jesus and the apostles do this? Didn’t they care about the human rights abuses happening
in society? Didn’t they care that Israel was an occupied state? Didn’t they care that up to 5-6 million
people in the Roman Empire were enslaved?

Why didn’t Christ and His apostles seek to rectify this governmental and human rights abuses through
changing the government?

Because of how reality works! Evil, sin, and human rights abuses can never be resolved by imposed
law and law enforcement—it is only resolved by removing the sin from hearts and minds.

All attempts to resolve evil through law and law enforcement only shifts who is being abused by who,
but the abuse, evil, and sin continues. In fact, it is one of Satan’s ongoing means to get people to seek
do to righteousness through human governments, law and law enforcement and it will be a central
thrust of the rise of the beast of Revelation and Satan’s impersonation of Christ—a law imposing and
law enforcing god who will do justice and make things right through infliction of punishments.

God’s plan accomplished through Jesus and His true followers is to actually free people from sin, to
purge fear, selfishness, guilt, shame, and distrust of God from hearts and minds and restore His
righteousness within them. And that requires restoration of love and trust into the inner being of the
person—and that can never happen by law and law enforcement.
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