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SABBATH 

 

What would you tell someone if they asked you, “What is the message of the cross?” 

 

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing—what does this mean to you?  

 

What is foolishness—on any subject?  

 

Isn’t foolishness doing things that are objectively destructive, harmful, out of harmony with life and 

health? Like eating poison ivy salad?  

 

And wouldn’t wisdom be living in harmony with the way God built life to operate, harmony with His 

design laws?  

 

Then why is the cross foolishness to those perishing? Because they view it as contrary to how life 

works.  

 

The world operates upon the fear-driven, self-centered, survival of the fittest, strong dominate the 

weak, control, with its imposition upon others of law, law enforcement mode of trying to make things 

right, safe, secure. Thus, their wisdom is that the more power one has the more they can force their 

way and restore order through might and power, and it is foolish to think that self-sacrificial love is 

how to get order. They think to such methods leads only to defeat and death and handing power over 

to one’s enemies. 

 

They don’t understand reality. They are trapped in a delusion, a system of corruption based on fear and 

the infection of sin in this world. They do not know that God is love, and those in Christianity who 

acknowledge the statement that God is love but cling to the imposed law view do not know how love 

functions.  

 

They do not know how creations is built by God to operate: upon truth, love, freedom of choice, and 

trust, and that sin is not a deed but a structural infection within the living intelligent organism that 

breaks the bonds of love and trust and incites fear and selfishness, causing decay, deterioration, pain, 

suffering, which increases desperation and fear that fuels the drive for power and control over others in 

the attempt to find security from the fear that is originating within themselves as their own heart, mind, 

character is decaying. But these actions only result in greater fear, distrust, destruction of love, and 

more sin and unless repentance and rebirth is experienced, hardening of heart.  
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Thus, God’s wisdom is reality of Him, His character, His design laws for life, the power of the gospel 

brought by Jesus and the Spirit of truth and love, which cannot be achieved by might and power and 

therefore is foolish to those who think salvation, security, justice is through might and power.  

 

Read the second paragraph, 

 

• In contrast, Paul would write: “The message of the cross . . . is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18, 

NIV). For Paul, the Cross is the instrument of reconciliation between God and man (Eph. 2:16, 

Col. 1:20), the supreme symbol of Jesus’ humility (Phil. 2:8), and the place where our immense 

debt was paid (Col. 2:14). Adult SS Guide 3rd Q 2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 14. 

 

The message of the cross is the power of God—what kind of power is that?  

 

It is the power of truth and love presented in freedom. Where does truth, love, and freedom exert its 

power?  

 

Are truth and love advanced by physical might, by threatening harm upon people who do not believe 

what you believe, do not love what you love?  

 

The lesson states, “the cross is the instrument of reconciliation between God and man”—to be precise, 

Jesus is the instrument of reconciliation, what He accomplished, so the statement accurately 

understood means that what Jesus accomplished at the cross reconciles humanity to God.  

 

But I have concerns about the wording of the lesson—it subtly allows for a bilateral reconciliation, but 

the Bible never uses such language, the Bible is always, 100% of the time precise in that humanity is 

reconciled to God, God is not reconciled to man, why? Because God has nothing wrong with Him that 

requires Him to be reconciled to us. They reference Ephesians 2:16, which reads: 

 

• “In this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death 

their hostility. Ephesians 2:16 NIV84. 

 

And Colossians 1:20 which reads, 

 

• “Through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” Colossians 1:20 NIV84.  

 

This is not a trivial distinction, it goes to the heart of the conflict between Christ and Satan. Satan’s 

allegation is that there is something wrong with God that needs fixing. The reality is that there is 

nothing wrong with God. When Adam sinned God did not get changed, God’s law did not get 

changed, the actual condition of Adam changed and therefore the plan of salvation doesn’t need to do 

anything to God or God’s law, but must do something within the operations of human hearts and 

minds to restore humanity back into unity with God. 
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You can spot Satan’s lies, the theology of paganism, no matter where it presents by looking for 

evidences like this, theologies that teach something must be done to the god to influence the god to be 

reconciled to humanity. 

 

From the book Bringing Heaven Here, by Brad Gray,  

 

• “Historian Thomas Cahill described the Greek gods as “human beings made gigantic, as full of 

needs as of power and requiring the stateliness of ritual—soothing actions performed the same 

way over and over again—in order to be assuaged. Such actions always require loss for men 

and gain for the gods.” Bringing Heaven Here, p. 54. 

 

And, 

 

• This was a problem with ancient sacrificial systems: They left people wondering, When is 

enough enough? An Akkadian prayer known as the “Prayer to Any God,” written around the 

same time as the exodus, captures the helplessness of trying to satisfy the gods: 

 

May (my) lord’s angry heart be reconciled, 

May the god I do not know be reconciled, 

May the goddess I do not know be reconciled, 

May the god, whoever he is, be reconciled,  

May the goddess, whoever she is, be reconciled… 

O god, whoever you are, many are my wrongs, great my sins! 

I do not know what wrong I have done, 

I do not know what sin I have committed, 

I do not know what abomination I have perpetrated, 

I do not know what taboo I have violated.”  

 

Bringing Heaven Here, p. 54-55. 

 

And those within Christianity who are still believing the lie that God’s law functions like human law 

teach that in addition to doing something for man, to win us to trust, that something had to be done to 

God to fix what sin changed in Him.  

 

And this shows up in theology textbooks published by my church and used in our schools to teach our 

young people: 

 

 “Paul always speaks of people being reconciled to God (2Cor 5:19; Rom 5:10; Col. 1:20). He 

never refers to God being reconciled to us. In spite of that fact, however, we should recognize 

that sin affected both sides. Humanity’s rebellion and sense of guilt alienated it from God, 

while God was separated from humankind by His necessary hatred of and judgment on 

sin (His wrath). Christ’s sacrificial death (propitiation) removed the barrier to 

reconciliation from God’s side.”  (Knight, George, The Cross of Christ, p. 74.) 
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Note that the book acknowledges that the Bible teaches that it is only sinners being reconciled to God, 

and not God being reconciled to us. But their preconceived ideas, the imbedded lie that they 

themselves did not originate, but which they have accepted, so colors their understanding of the 

evidence that they discount the Bible “In spite of that fact,” in spite of what the Bible teaches, we 

know better. 

 

There was no barrier and there is no barrier on God’s side. God hates sin because it deconstructs, 

damages, decays, destroys His Creation, just as a doctor hates pathogens that destroy life.  

 

God was NOT separated from humankind by HIS hatred of sin nor His judgment and wrath—that is a 

satanic lie. He separated Himself from sinful humans because of His love for humanity, because if He 

didn’t humanity would have ceased to exist from their own terminal sin condition. Thus God veiled 

His glory to protect sinful humans from what sin does in order to provide the solution in Jesus Christ 

and heal us and reconcile us to Him.  

 

When we teach God must be reconciled to us we are teaching paganism, which is rooted in the lie that 

God’s law functions like human law.  

 

Then the lesson states, the cross is the symbol of “the place where our immense debt was paid.”  

 

What does this mean? What debt? Are they suggesting a legal debt? A debt to the law that must be 

paid or we will not allowed by God or the law to be saved because the law has to be upheld? Or a debt 

to God that has to be paid?  

 

The reference Colossians 2:14: 

 

• “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made 

you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its 

regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the 

cross.” Colossians 2:13-14 NIV84. 

 

He forgave our sins and canceled the written code that was against us. What does this mean?  

 

• “He cancelled the unfavourable record of our debts with its binding rules and did away with it 

completely by nailing it to the cross.” Colossians 2:14 GNT 

 

The GNT suggests it is canceling the record of our sins or our debts. What does this mean? Does this 

mean deeds, or list of legal crimes?  

 

What law lens do we read it through? 

 

If one holds to the lie that God’s law functions like human law then they conclude the debt is a legal 

one, and what is canceled is the record of our bad deeds because Jesus paid the legal price to God, 
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God’s law, the heavenly legal justice system, or some other heavenly thing. In other words, Jesus is 

doing something to God and heaven to pay for our crimes.  

 

But when we return to the design law reality we realize that what is against us is sin, our own terminal 

condition. What is against the patient dying of cancer is not the doctor but the cancer, and what needs 

canceling is the cancer. And if the medical records documented one’s terminal condition, how can the 

doctor cancel the validity of that medical record? By curing the cancer patient. And when the cancer 

patient is cancer free, the medical record, with its historical documentation of the cancer doesn’t get 

erased, it gets updated and documents there is no longer cancer in the patient. Thus, the pathology 

report that was valid, diagnosing us as terminal, is no longer valid. And if we want to use debt 

language, then we do have a debt to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and it is the debt every single 

person has when grace steps in and saves them—the debt of love.  

 

• Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who 

loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. Romans 13:8 NIV84. 

 

God is love, and God so loved us that He sent His Son to take away our sin so we can be healed, 

saved, reconciled to God, thus we have a debt, but the debt is not a legal one, it is a debt of gratitude, 

of love, of realization that this was not a requirement for God to save us—it is a manifestation of His 

character of love. 

And did Adam have a debt to God before he sinned? Wasn’t he indebted to God for his very life, for 

the abilities he was created with, for the Garden, the freedoms, the dominion of earth to govern etc.?  

 

So here is my paraphrase of this verse: 

 

• “When your condition was terminal, when selfishness reigned unchecked in your minds, and 

when your hearts were tied to the destructive cravings and practices of the world, God 

intervened and brought you the life-giving Remedy–Jesus Christ. He reclaimed you from your 

terminal condition, nullifying the pathology report that certified you as dead in sin; he made it 

clear that the written code, with its regulations, was only a diagnostic instrument designed to 

expose our terminal state and teach us the need for a true cure, and he nailed it to the cross.” 

Colossians 2:13-14 REM. 

 

 

TUESDAY 

 

Read the first paragraph, 

 

• The message of 1 Corinthians 1:18 is too clear for one to miss the point. What the Cross means 

depends on the way one looks at it. It is foolishness for those in rebellion against God, but it is 

power for those who long for His salvation. Adult SS Guide 3rd Q 2026, First and Second 

Corinthians, p. 17. 
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The paragraph points out the reality of how our minds work—there are events, and then there are the 

interpretation of events. And the way we interpret events determines what those events mean to us, 

and how those events impact us, and by those choices we are changed in reality. Our choices whether 

purposefully thought through with reason and prayerful contemplation, or just internalized through our 

previous beliefs.  

 

The cross is foolishness to those in rebellion against God—and what does it mean to be in rebellion 

against God?  

 

Let’s specify, as clearly as we can, the root of all rebellion against God so we can identify what it is.  

 

Isn’t the root of rebellion distrust of God, hearts that trust something other than God more than God?  

 

• “Everything that does not come from faith is sin.” Romans 14:23 NIV84. 

 

Ultimately, those in rebellion against God do not trust Him. While those who are saved do trust Him—

do we agree?  

 

And the root of distrust is believing lies about God, which break love and trust and cause fear and 

selfishness. Lucifer broke trust with God when he became proud and replaced the adoration and trust 

in God with adoration and trust in himself.  

 

Restoration of trust requires truth to dispel lies so one experiences God as a being who loves and 

forgives—who is for us not against us. This is required in order for the truth to penetrate the barrier of 

not only false beliefs, but the barrier of encoded fear, suspicion, guilt, shame, emotional insecurity and 

the expectation of condemnation that comes from the sin condition itself.  

 

Those who are against God, in rebellion against Him, instead of embracing truth and love that wins to 

trust encode the evidence, including the evidence of the cross, through the lens of their own previous 

understandings, deepening their own errors, corruption, and hardening their hearts.  

 

The specific beliefs and manifestations it takes will differ, but the underlying cause is the same.  

 

Fear, guilt, shame, and the drive to protect self, the survival motive, which is the spirit of fear, creates 

a system of beliefs based on interpreting life in ways that defend the self from exposure: 

 

• Denial –it wasn’t me, I didn’t do anything wrong, I am fine, I can handle it. I don’t have a 

drinking, drug, porn, or any other sin problem. 

• Denial of God—we evolved from lower life forms. 

• Denial of the truth about God’s character, methods, and design laws—and making a god in our 

own image that we can control through our actions—by our offerings, sacrifices, participation 

in rituals, obedience to the rules—the legal religion sets up a system that puts them in control 

of what their god does by binding their false god to a legal system he is required to obey and 

through which they can ensure their own survival. The spirit of fear remains alive, they remain 
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terminal, but they deceive themselves into thinking they are right with God. This is how the 

Jewish leaders in Christ’s day functioned and Jesus makes it explicitly clear in John 8:44 when 

they claimed to be children of God and He told them they were children of their father the 

devil.  

• Projection—it was the woman you made, it was the serpent you put in the garden, it was the 

government’s fault, my parents’ fault. 

• Then seeking to destroy and silence all sources of light that expose their own corruption. 

 

As an example of the impact of how the internalization of the meaning makes the difference, consider 

what people internalize or the different meanings attached when people talk about being saved by 

Jesus’ blood, washed by His blood, or that there is power in His blood. 

 

This is a solid biblical and Christ used metaphor, object lesson, but the meaning people attach can be 

quite different. Consider these two ways of internalizing it: 

 

• Saved by the blood means the blood represents the death of Jesus, the legal penalty for sin 

being paid by our Savior. And we are saved when we accept Jesus as our Savior, then He goes 

to His Father as our advocate and presents His blood to the Father to pay our legal debt and 

obtain legal forgiveness from the Father. Or multiple other versions like this, such as the blood 

being applied to our record books or something to erase the record of sins. 

• Saved by the blood means the blood represents Jesus’ victory over death and sin, where Jesus 

destroyed death and brought life and immortality to life by (2 Timothy 2:10), at the cross 

purging the death causing spirit of fear we inherit from Adam and replacing it with His sinless 

spirit of love and trust. And therefore, as Jesus said the blood is not given to the Father, it is 

given to us. We must eat His flesh, meaning internalize into our hearts the truth to dispel the 

lies and win us to trust, and then we receive from Jesus via the Holy Spirit a new life, we are 

reborn, and that life is Jesus’ life, it is no longer I that live but Christ lives in me—that is His 

blood.  

 

Do you think these two ways of understanding and believing about the blood result in the same change 

within the heart and mind of people?  

 

This is what Paul is saying. My point is that rejecting the idea of Jesus and His substitutionary 

sacrifice upon the cross is not Satan’s greatest deception and the most foolish way of responding to the 

cross. No, Satan’s greatest deception is by turning the meaning of what Christ accomplished 180 

degrees backward teaching that Jesus’ death was from God who killed Him. Accepting that lie is the 

most foolish way to respond to the cross, it requires the rejection of the direct evidence Jesus gave 

when He cried out that His Father let Him go and did not use any power against Him.  

 

Another example of how our own preconceived ideas cause internalization errors of the evidence 

happened this week on our ministry’s Facebook page. In response to short video about Adam’s fall, a 

person posted the following: 
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• Adam didn't "Fall". According to Genesis, he and Eve were set up to fail. They did not know 

what they were doing was wrong till AFTER they ate of the Tree of 'Knowledge of Good and 

Evil". God also made a perfect garden yet allowed an "evil" serpent to come and tempt them. 

God even admits he is the creator of Evil in Isaiah 45:7. In Ezekiel 18:20 God says the Son is 

not responsible for the father's sin so the fact that God cursed ALL OF HUMANITY with Sin 

Nature is on him NOT Adam. Adam was a mortal man and had no ability to magically pass on 

Sin. 

In the end, the Bible is just a fairytale written by a bunch of misogynistic men who 

didn't know where the sun went at night which is why it is full of contradictions and makes no 

sense at all. 

 

I responded with: 

• Your response is a beautiful example of how God created us, with our own ability to think, 

reason, and form our own conclusions—in other words, there are facts, realities, experiences, 

and then there are our internalizations and interpretations of those facts, realities and 

conclusions. Your comments are an expression of how a person can read events and form their 

own conclusions based on them. But the conclusions you have described deny multiple reality-

based truths that define and govern our being, and miss completely the true purpose of the Tree 

and thus demonstrate significant encoding errors in the mind that become one’s predictive 

model through which new ideas and truths are filtered, which make it harder and harder for 

such a mind to see the truth. 

 

So, let’s go through the facts as listed in Scripture and the “interpretation.” 

 

Fact—God created a sinless world, with sinless humans, and placed the Tree of Knowledge of 

Good and Evil in the Garden and the serpent was in that tree and could tempt them there. 

 

Interpretation: “he and Eve were set up to fail.” 

 

Other interpretation: The tree is not the “Tree of the Knowledge of Evil” but the "Tree of the 

Knowledge of GOOD and Evil.” This is not the tree of didactic education, but of how reality 

works. We are free beings, with capacity and ability to think, reason, weigh evidences and 

make our own choices. And those choices then encode without our brains and change us, in 

reality. While God can create life, free beings who are sinless and have the capacity to think, 

choose, and love. God CANNOT use His power to choose what a free being believes, who a 

free being loves, what a free beings values and what character a free being chooses to develop. 

God can make robots that He programs to do exactly what He says, but when God creates free 

beings in His image, He cannot use His power to make their choice and they at the same time 

remain free beings. Thus, God provides everything for their health, development, and good, for 

them to have every advantage in exercising their ability to develop perfectly. Thus, in the 

garden, He placed the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, the place where Adam and 

Eve would decide for themselves what they would KNOW. Not cognitively but experientially, 

would they know truth, love, loyalty, devotion, trust in God as the preference of their heart, 

mind, and character, or would they choose to believe lies and thereby encoded distrust, fear, 
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selfishness, guilt, shame. Sadly, they chose to believe lies and thereby know evil—distrust, 

fear, and selfishness. 

 

Additionally, the Tree was not only placed for the opportunity for them to develop, mature, and 

solidify their character in perfection by choosing truth, love, and trust “good," it was a 

protection, as they had the entire planet earth to explore without any hassle, temptation, or 

interference from the serpent. He could only tempt them in one location and they could avoid it 

if they so chose. 

 

So there are facts, and there are interpretation of facts. How we interpret the life events 

encodes into our brains and changes us—and this is why Jesus said that the truth sets us free. 

 

So the question for all reading this thread—how do you choose to encode the events into your 

brain, for your freewill choice to choose what you believe will change you! 

 

Let’s read the third and fourth paragraphs, and this is a very sad thing I must do, but it must be done if 

we are to advance the gospel, if we are to set hearts and minds free.  

 

This will be another example of why as Paul wrote in Romans 14:5 every person should be fully 

persuaded in their own mind and why every person must study for themselves; why our ministry is 

called Come and Reason Ministries, and why I repeatedly tell people I am not hear to tell you what to 

think, but to challenge you to think and study and come to your own conclusions. We must not trust 

our hearts and minds to other humans. Yes, we want to learn from others in that we want them to share 

what they understand, how they see it, what perspectives they have gleaned, but then go to the primary 

sources of God’s truth for ourselves and study and weigh what is said to come to our own conclusions. 

 

• The Greek text of 1 Corinthians 1:18 suggests that “those who are perishing” (NKJV) are 

receiving the result of their actions. The text can read like this: “For the message of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are destroying themselves.” The Greek verb apollymi (“to perish”) 

can also mean “to destroy” (John 10:10). In fact, apollymi is translated as “destroy” in 1 

Corinthians 1:19. 

 

What is happening here? Paul provides a biblical foundation for this statement in verse 18, 

about these people perishing, by quoting in verse 19 God’s words in Isaiah 29:14. In verse 19, 

God is the one behind the destruction, which seems to contradict the self-destroying pride 

mentioned right before. However, there is no contradiction. The idea is that God will destroy 

that which already is destroying itself. Adult SS Guide 3rd Q 2026, First and Second 

Corinthians, p. 17. 

 

Notice what the lesson has done. It has in the first paragraph correctly described what the Bible is 

teaching, that those who reject truth, reject God are perishing, the natural result of breaking the laws of 

health without any action from God to cause their destruction.  
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But in the second paragraph they not only deny what the Bible teaches and take the position that God 

is the one destroying that which is already destroying itself, they actually claim that the Bible teaches 

then by referencing the next verse. And this is why we must always check for ourselves, do the study 

for ourselves, validate the claims and assertions for ourselves—so let’s look at the text they reference 

which they claim teaches God destroys these perishing people and I want you to decide, what does the 

Bible teach? 

 

• For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the 

intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 1 Corinthians 1:18-19 NIV84. 

 

Now let’s compare what the Bible says and what the lesson says: 

 

• “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 1 

Corinthians 1:19 NIV84. 

 

• “Paul provides a biblical foundation for this statement in verse 18, about these people 

perishing, by quoting in verse 19 God’s words in Isaiah 29:14. In verse 19, God is the one 

behind the destruction, which seems to contradict the self-destroying pride mentioned right 

before. However, there is no contradiction. The idea is that God will destroy that which already 

is destroying itself.” 

 

Does the Bible say God is destroying the people? No! It says God is destroying their so-called 

wisdom, meaning His truth exposes their lies and destroys their falsehoods—which when destroyed 

wins them to trust and saves them. 

 

Read what Paul keeps writing, he actually makes the point that these very believers were in the camp 

of the worldly wise or actual foolish, but their former wisdom was destroyed by God’s true wisdom 

bringing them to salvation.  

 

What the lesson is doing is evidence of how deeply into hearts and minds the lies of Satan about God 

and His law of been imbedded. And it breaks my heart to see the church I love teach the very lies 

about God that Jesus came to destroy. I imagine Jesus and Paul had the same sense of sadness as the 

Jewish religious leaders rejected the truth in a similar manner.  

 

 

SUNDAY 

 

Read first paragraph, 

 

• In 1 Corinthians 1:18–31, Paul deals with a contrast between human foolishness and divine 

wisdom. The Cross has the power to display the worst of man and the best of God. This section 

of 1 Corinthians is introduced by the statement in 1 Corinthians 1:17. Because the cross of 
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Christ is not supposed to be emptied of its power (1 Cor. 1:17), the message of the Cross must 

occupy the central place of our preaching (see also 1 Cor. 2:2). Adult SS Guide 3rd Q 2026, 

First and Second Corinthians, p. 15. 

 

How could the cross be emptied of its power?  

 

What is the power of the cross? The truth it reveals that wins us to trust so we are reborn and receive 

through faith a new life.  

 

I came across this quote in the book The Desire of Ages this week, consider the power of the cross as 

described here: 

 

• “That the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” In the light of the Saviour’s life, the 

hearts of all, even from the Creator to the prince of darkness, are revealed. [What does 

this mean? Consider what is being described. Claims, proclamations, rules, or reality, exposure 

of what is.]  Satan has represented God as selfish and oppressive, as claiming all, and giving 

nothing, as requiring the service of His creatures for His own glory, and making no sacrifice 

for their good. [Notice Satan’s methods is claims, accusations, insinuations, proclamations, but 

no evidence, because the truth is not on his side. But how does God, the source of all truth 

respond?] But the gift of Christ reveals the Father’s heart. [Through action, deed, 

accomplishment, reality, truth, fact—all giving real evidence that Satan is a liar. God is truth 

and God is love. And what does the gift of Christ reveal? Do we recognize it is the Father’s 

heart being revealed? Or do we teach something that makes the Father out to be less loving, 

one who needs His Son to influence Him by pleading and paying Him? Note what this author 

writes this gift reveals:} It testifies that the thoughts of God toward us are “thoughts of 

peace, and not of evil.” Jeremiah 29:11. It declares that while God’s hatred of sin is as strong 

as death, His love for the sinner is stronger than death. [God’s hates sin like a doctor hates 

cancer, because it destroys His children. And God loves sinners infinitely more than doctors 

love their dying patients. So much so, He gave His Son to save us from sin. But Satan twists 

the evidence and gets people to believe God hates people when they sin. That He gets angry, 

wrathful, and needs to be propitiated. And thus the very gift designed to reconcile our hearts 

and minds to God, is used to teach people they must be protected from God.] Having 

undertaken our redemption, He will spare nothing, however dear, which is necessary to the 

completion of His work. No truth essential to our salvation is withheld, no miracle of mercy is 

neglected, no divine agency is left unemployed. Favor is heaped upon favor, gift upon gift. The 

whole treasury of heaven is open to those He seeks to save. Having collected the riches of the 

universe, and laid open the resources of infinite power, He gives them all into the hands of 

Christ, and says, All these are for man. Use these gifts to convince him that there is no love 

greater than Mine in earth or heaven. His greatest happiness will be found in loving Me. 

The Desire of Ages p. 57, emphasis mine. [Have you been convinced that there is no love 

greater than that of the FATHER’s?] 

 

• At the cross of Calvary, love and selfishness stood face to face. Here was their crowning 

manifestation. Christ had lived only to comfort and bless, and in putting Him to death, Satan 
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manifested the malignity of his hatred against God. He made it evident that the real purpose 

of his rebellion was to dethrone God, and to destroy Him through whom the love of God was 

shown. The Desire of Ages 57, emphasis mine. [What was revealed at the cross? What is its 

power? Is the cross the place where you see the greatest manifestation of the Father’s love and 

the clearest revelation of Satan’s malignity?] 

 

• By the life and the death of Christ, the thoughts of men also are brought to view… [What 

does this mean? How is it that our thoughts are brought to view by Christ’s life and death? This 

is our lesson the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing. Our response to the cross, 

what we teach about it does not change the reality of what God revealed, what Christ 

accomplished, how Satan twists it for his evil ends. What we teach about it reveals how we 

think, what we love and prioritize, what motivates us. Notice what this author says:] Jesus 

came with the truth of heaven, and all who were listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit were 

drawn to Him. The worshipers of self belonged to Satan’s kingdom. In their attitude toward 

Christ, all would show on which side they stood. And thus everyone passes judgment on 

himself. The Desire of Ages 57, emphasis mine. 

 

What do you think about this? Everyone passes judgment upon himself? What does this mean? What 

kind of law is that? This is design law, reality, God gives us freedom, real freedom, and God, as this 

author described, “will spare nothing, however dear, which is necessary to the completion of His 

work. No truth essential to our salvation is withheld, no miracle of mercy is neglected, no divine 

agency is left unemployed. Favor is heaped upon favor, gift upon gift. The whole treasury of heaven is 

open to those He seeks to save.”  

 

And then we are left free to choose how we respond to truth, to love, to every divine gift, are we won, 

humbled, do we repent, do we trust, are we reborn or do we deny, distort, reject, cling to self, cling to 

fear, cling to the human systems of law and law enforcement with powerful punishers who use power 

to inflict pain and death on the disobedient?  

 

What would it mean to empty the cross of its power? Anything that interferes with the truth that God is 

love and obstructs our willingness to truth Him; anything that presents God as a being from whom we 

need to be protected.  

 

And, thus, I suggest, comments like this empty the cross of its power, but I want your thoughts on it. 

What do you think?  

 

• “To spare us, God poured out His wrath against the violation of His law (sin), not on the 

violators of His law (sinners) but on the sinless Jesus, the only way that God could “be just and 

the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). In short, rather than killing us 

for violating His law, the Father killed Jesus instead. Adventist Review, December 8, 2023 

https://adventistreview.org/cliffs-edge/law-freedom-love/?fbclid=IwAR3wAGrpMo-

HQQi2KFAlHxfD47q5Aam6lZ6yJTNk-5FH7QZr66b8h_3CqX0  

 

https://adventistreview.org/cliffs-edge/law-freedom-love/?fbclid=IwAR3wAGrpMo-HQQi2KFAlHxfD47q5Aam6lZ6yJTNk-5FH7QZr66b8h_3CqX0
https://adventistreview.org/cliffs-edge/law-freedom-love/?fbclid=IwAR3wAGrpMo-HQQi2KFAlHxfD47q5Aam6lZ6yJTNk-5FH7QZr66b8h_3CqX0
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The author goes on to explain why this is so and the foundation of his reason? He describes God’s law 

functioning like human law, a system of rules that requires the rule-giver to use power to punish rule 

breakers. This is the single most destructive lie infecting Christianity and is at the root of essentially 

every falsehood and corruption within Christianity. And it is why the final message to the world before 

Christ returns is a call to return to worshiping God as Creator, which requires we realize His 

government, His kingdom, is built upon the laws only a Creator can institute—design laws, the laws 

reality is built and exists upon.  

 

In the third paragraph the lesson points out that Paul had to chastise the Corinthians regarding their 

making “a big deal out of who were the ones doing the baptizing as opposed to the One, Jesus, into 

whom they were being baptized.”  

 

What are your thoughts about this?  

 

Has Christianity continued to have arguments over baptism? Why? What is the root of this argument? 

Imposed law. People argue over whether it is sprinkling or immersion because of the way they see 

law.  

 

When we see law as imposed a rule, then we focus on behavior, deed, are we doing the ritual in the 

right way, following the right rule, because if we don’t it doesn’t count. So, we must be sure we get 

the ritual right—and so there is division in Christianity over immersion versus sprinkling, the words 

spoken when baptizing, who is authorized to perform the ritual of baptism and on it goes.  

 

All of this stems from people who are afraid of making a mistake, afraid of not doing it right, afraid of 

breaking a rule, a directive, or failure to perform it properly and getting their sins covered, which is the 

fruit of believing God’s kingdom and government operates like human kingdoms on imposed rules. 

 

When we return to worshiping God as Creator, we understand that no matter how one carries out the 

ritual, the ritual has no power to heal or save, it represents the baptism which does. And the baptism 

which does is the baptism of the Holy Spirit in which the entire self, heart, mind, and soul, are 

surrendered and immersed in the cleansing waters of the Holy Spirit who washes away our guilt, 

shame, fear, lusts, selfishness, and purifies us with a new heart and right spirit, and we are reborn, 

come to life, because we are animated with the life of Christ. Every single saved person will have 

experienced this baptism—but every single saved person will not have experienced the same 

ceremonial water baptism. And Satan divides, promotes fear, insecurity, doubts in hearts and minds, 

but his lies that God’s law functions like human law, and then leading people to focus on the right 

ritual, rather than the right God and the right healing of heart and mind. 

 

This is not to say that there is not a specified biblical method of ceremonial baptism, there is. It is to 

say the ritual, even if done in perfect accord with the biblical method is not what saves, it only 

symbolizes what saves.  

 

From my book The God-Shaped Heart How Correctly Understanding God’s Love Transforms Us.  
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• When symbolism is clung to in minds that remain infected with imposed-law constructs, not 

only is healing impaired but also division and fragmentation are incited. Imagine that during 

the Dark Ages, when the Black Death was ravaging millions, we had a cure (e.g., penicillin, an 

antibiotic that cures bacterial infections) and wanted to teach people how to identify symptoms 

of the disease so they could take the medicine if the symptoms appeared. But because the 

masses could not read, the use of books, magazines, or flyers would do no good. Therefore, we 

devise a play, a little drama to act out what to do in case the sickness arises. 

 

We have actors come on stage with red circles drawn on their skin; they act feverous and weak. 

Another actor playing the role of healer, perhaps in a white robe, sees the symptoms and pulls 

out a red jelly bean (symbolic of penicillin in its red capsule) and gives it to the sick ones. Then 

the red marks are washed off, and those who were formerly sick jump up and dance with joy. 

A simple play to illustrate a simple lesson: if you get these symptoms, take the remedy and you 

will get well. 

 

As the years go by and the play is enacted from town to town, one group runs out of red jelly 

beans, so instead they use blue ones. But this is met with stern opposition from members of the 

original acting troupe who have always used red jelly beans. They insist that only red jelly 

beans are to be used because the penicillin capsules are red and red more closely represents the 

reality. Soon the two groups split and form separate acting companies, each claiming that only 

their play rightly teaches how to be saved from the plague. Does it really matter if the jelly 

bean is red or blue so long as the people take the actual antibiotic when the disease occurs? Or 

worse, what if people forgot reality and believed that there was some potency or power in the 

ritual, so they religiously—prayerfully—ingested jelly beans but failed to ever take the 

antibiotic. They would have a form of godliness but no power. This is exactly the state of 

Christianity today—stuck in forms of religion but devoid of the actual healing power of God! 

The God-Shaped Heart How Correctly Understanding God’s Love Transforms Us p. 164, 165.  

 

And this is how the cross of Christ is emptied of its power, by teaching it in the human imposed law 

model! 

 

 

MONDAY 

 

Read the fourth paragraph, 

 

• Think about Paul’s situation in this city. He comes to a place that prides itself on its own so-

called knowledge and wisdom and cultural sophistication. And, in this context, he talks about a 

Galilean Jew, Jesus of Nazareth, who had been crucified by the Romans and then raised from 

the dead—all in order to pay for not only their sins but for the sins of the world. Can this guy 

be serious? Who was he kidding? This wasn’t some deep new philosophical concept, either, 

that could be parsed and analyzed by philosophical tools; it seemed to be lunacy, nonsense, 

nothing that any smart and educated Corinthian could take seriously. Adult SS Guide 3rd Q 

2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 16. 
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What does “all in order to pay for not only their sins but for the sins of the world” mean?  

 

Did God and Jesus pay a high price to save us from sin? Yes, absolutely, why? And to whom was it 

paid?  

 

If you had a child dying from renal failure because of their own drug abuse, and they were repentant, 

were in recovery, but still dying of renal failure, and you donated a kidney to save them—would that 

cost you? Could we say that you paid a real and significant price in donating your kidney to save your 

child?  

 

Is that a legal price?  

 

Is it a price you had to pay to convince the doctor or hospital administrator to forgive your child?  

 

Is it a price you had to pay to convince your spouse to release their anger and wrath toward your child?  

 

If it is not a legal price, or a price to persuade others, or propitiate others, then why did you have to 

pay this steep price to save your child? Because of how reality works—they have a terminal condition 

and the only way to save them is to in reality heal them, provide for them a living and healthy kidney. 

 

And that is why Jesus had to become our substitutionary Savior. Through His humanity He partook 

through Mary, of the terminal life, the spirit of fear passed down from Adam to all of us, but the Father 

to His humanity is the Holy Spirit. Jesus is the human being in whom a second sinless breath of life is 

introduced into the species God created in Eden. And Jesus lived a sinless life, tempted in all points 

like we are, but only and always choosing to live in harmony with the spirit of truth and love. And at 

the cross He purged and destroyed the spirit of fear inherited from Adam and arose in purified 

humanity, the second Adam, the new head of the species and when we are grafted into Him, the 

proverbial Vine, through our trust/faith, we receive through the Holy Spirit His life and are reborn and 

thereby saved. 

 

The payment, the price to save is the truth that destroys lies and wins us to trust and a new sinless life 

that we receive when we trust. And thus the payment is made to you and me, just as Jesus Himself 

taught about His sacrifice when He said, 

 

• “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have 

no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him 

up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh 

and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.” John 6:53-56 NIV84. 

 

This is reality, and the imposed legal fiction which has Jesus in heaven making a blood payment to a 

law or His Father, empties the cross of its power. 
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THURSDAY 

 

Read the first three paragraphs, 

 

• In 1 Corinthians 1:19, 20, 30, and 31, Paul talks about how God’s wisdom and human wisdom 

are incredibly different and, thus, mutually exclusive. Notice that Paul does not reject wisdom 

as such, but he rejects the kind of human wisdom that tries to compete with God. Human 

wisdom is incapable of freeing men from sin. Only Christ, the wisdom of God, can perform 

this work. See the table below. 

 

but to us who are being saved 

[the message of the Cross] is the power of God 

1 Cor. 1:18 (NKJV) 

 

but to those who are called 

Christ [is] the power of God 

1 Cor. 1:24 (NKJV) 

 

Both 1 Corinthians 1:18 and 1 Corinthians 1:24 show that Christ is the power of God, 

in the sense that He has the power to save people from their sins. Indeed, “it pleased God 

through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe” (1 Cor. 1:21, 

NKJV). The phrases “us who are being saved” (1 Cor. 1:18, NKJV), “those who believe” (1 

Cor. 1:21, NKJV), and “those who are called” (1 Cor. 1:24, NKJV) refer to the same group, 

namely, people living the experience of salvation through faith. “The gospel of Christ . . . is the 

power of God to salvation for everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16, NKJV). 

Christ is not only the power but also the wisdom of God. This means that through Him 

God faced and solved the problem of sin, a problem that human wisdom was powerless to 

solve. The wisdom of this world is unable to make people know God (1 Cor. 1:21). 

Conversely, through Christ we become wise for salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). Adult SS Guide 3rd Q 

2026, First and Second Corinthians, p. 19. 

 

What do you hear? Can anyone tell me from this lesson what is the wisdom of Christ? What is the 

foolishness of the world?  

 

All I heard was that the wisdom of Christ is the power of the cross and it saves and is for everyone that 

believes and it solves the sin problem—but I never heard what it was.  

 

And by not defining the wisdom of God it keeps people clinging to the foolishness of this world. I will 

define it. 

 

God’s wisdom is the reality of who He is and how He constructed reality to work, truth, love, freedom, 

the design laws of life. It is wise to life in harmony with the design laws the Creator has built into the 

operations of reality. It is foolish to break them because it always cause injury, pain, suffering, and 

death.  
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The foolishness of the world is that made up rules and rule enforcement can fix reality based health 

problems. 

 

It is foolish to think you can pass a law that people are required to love you and if they do not, then it 

is just to torture and kill them for not loving you and that this is the way to get more love. But that is 

what the human law way of teaching Christianity does – and it is foolish. 

 

We must return to the wisdom of God, which is reality, God is love, His laws are expressions of love 

that life itself is built to operate upon. All breaks harm us and God uses His power to heal and restore. 

God does not use His power to inflict harm because of how reality works, the harm of sin comes when 

God sets those who insists on rebelling against Him free to reap what they have chosen, just as 

Scripture teaches: 

 

• The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction. Galatians 

6:8 NIV84. 

 

It is time to stop being foolish and become wise in Christ! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

NO Bible Study Class on Sabbath, August 15—the building will be closed for The God of 

Reality Seminar.  

 

The God of Reality: Separating Truth from Fiction Seminar: August 13-16 2026 Orlando, 

Florida—More information coming soon. First 500 get five free meals.  

 

Regular registration ends on 6/21/26. Reserve your hotel room at a discounted rate of $164 (includes 

resort fee but not taxes). We have a block of rooms available at this price—people should book now. 

 

Our outline of program topics: 

 

1. Who Decides What’s True? 

How do we know what’s actually true in a world full of competing voices? This session 

examines the foundation of truth—what authority can be trusted and how to discern reality 

from deception. 

 

2. Did Life Happen by Chance … or Design? 

What does science really reveal about the origin of life? This session examines the evidence 

behind life’s beginnings and what it suggests about our purpose, meaning, and design. 

 

3. What Kind of Power Runs the Universe? 

What kind of power sustains the universe at its foundational level? This session explores what 

reality reveals about worshiping a Creator whose power operates through truth and love rather 

than force—the quantum power upon which Newtonian power is built. 

 

4. What If Sin Isn’t What You’ve Been Told? 

What if sin is something other than breaking rules? This session examines why God allowed 

sin to exist, how it began, and how being out of harmony with reality in our beliefs and actions 

reshapes the mind. 

 

5. Genesis: History… and What It Reveals About Reality 

What does the book of Genesis reveal about the operating design of our reality? This session 

explores how God and the human mind intersect in the physical world. 

 

6. What Did God Really Do After Human Sin? (Part 1) 

Were God’s actions after sin acts of punishment—or something else? This session reexamines 

key moments after the fall to uncover what they reveal about God, salvation, and the nature of 

reality. 

 

7. What Did God Really Do After Human Sin? (Part 2) 

What does death reveal about God’s response to sin? This session explores how death relates to 

God’s mercy and what Christ’s life and sacrifice accomplished in reality. 
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8. Spiritual Warfare: The Battle for Your Mind 

How do truth and lies shape the direction of your life? This session examines how our thoughts 

get encoded within the substructure of brain changing the motivational energy that moves us to 

action and why truth and love are the powers that, in reality, bring healing. 

 

9. Are We Misreading the Old Testament? 

Why does God sometimes appear harsh or angry? This session examines how truth, love, and 

freedom help us better understand God’s actions in the Old Testament. 

 

10. The Bible: History… and How Reality Works 

What kind of book is the Bible, really—and how should we relate to it? This session explores 

how Scripture records real events that reveal truth, conflict, and the principles that govern life. 

 

11. The Beginning and Ending Lies and The Judgment 

Satan’s two opposing lies through history and what judgment is.  

 

12. The Opus of Jesus: The Opening Movement 

The Sermon on the Mount: A Quantum Masterpiece 

How Jesus revealed a kingdom built on truth, love, and transformation—not power and force 

 

13. The Opus of Jesus: The Final Movement 

Revelation and the 3 Angels—The Quantum Finale  

How the final message of the Bible restores the truth about God and brings everything full 

circle 

 

 

REMEDY APP:  

Updated, many new features including the ability to listen to the audio right from the app! 

 

AFRICA:  

Healing a Broken Heart is now available in South Africa in both English and Afrikaans. You can 

access the Afrikaans version on our website under the Languages tab, or if you are in South Africa 

and would like print copies, email Jacques Van de Heever at southafrica@comeandreason.com.  

Our first shipment of resources has arrived in Kenya, Could It Be This Simple? Wycliffe has been 

passionately sharing this end-time message about God with great success and Jacques van den 

Heever, our Come and Reason Ministries Director in South Africa has been able to produce and get 

him these resources. It is through the support of you our friends that he has been able to do this. If 

you are in Kenya or know someone there who would like this book, 

email kenya@comeandreason.com 

 Our South Africa Distribution Director, Jacques Van de Heever, has been translating many of our 

materials into Afrikaans and now has added Swahili. Reach him 

at southafrica@comeandreason.com.  

mailto:southafrica@comeandreason.com
mailto:kenya@comeandreason.com
mailto:southafrica@comeandreason.com
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Thomas Wansara, in Ethiopia, has been translating blogs and some of our printed and online 

publications into Amharic and is creating a new Facebook group, Come And Reason Ministries - 

Ethiopia. Reach him at ethiopia@comeandreason.com. 

 If you want to access these translated resources on our website, just click the Languages menu.  

  

AUSTRALIA: 

Simon and Maani Harrison Direct Come and Reason in Australia and New Zealand and have a 

Facebook group in Australia and Come and Reason resources available there: You can email Simon 

at australia@comeandreason.com 

 

ENGLAND:  

If you are interested in connecting with our team in England you can contact Michael Dragoyvich 

and his wife Billie Jordan at uk@comeandreason.com 

 

mailto:ethiopia@comeandreason.com
mailto:australia@comeandreason.com
mailto:uk@comeandreason.com

