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The Enemy Within 
 

 

by Tim Jennings (announcements last page) 

 

SABBATH 

 

The lesson’s focus is on Achan’s sin and how God withheld His blessing from Israel until his sin was 

identified and he and those associated with him were removed from the camp.  

 

Remember, Israel is not only a historical people who did real historical things, but the recorded events 

also serve as object lessons in the plan of salvation.  

 

Who do the Israelites represent in the plan of salvation? The people of God, those who are called to 

represent God and take the gospel to the world.  

 

And who does Achan represent? People within the church who are not serving God but themselves 

and their actions interfere with the work and plans of God. 

 

Can you think of any places in the Bible where Jesus taught that there were enemies within the 

church? 

 

In the parable of the field recorded in Matthew chapter 13, Jesus describes how, after sowing good 

seed, the owner’s servants found his field infested with weeds.  

 

When asked how this could happen, the owner replied that an enemy had done it. When asked if the 

workers should pull up the weeds, the owner answered, 

 

• “No, … because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let 

both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the 

weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn” 

Matthew 13: 29, 30 NIV84. 

 

The field represents the church. The good seed producing fruitful plants represents those converted to 

Christ—members of the church who produce fruits of righteousness because they have been reborn in 

heart by the Holy Spirit to have the selfless life of Christ in them.  

 

The weeds represent the agents of Satan who are also members of the church, but these members have 

not been reborn in heart. These are members who attest to the doctrines, the fundamental beliefs, but 

do so motivated by their old, fallen, corrupt, fear-based, selfish heart. In other words, they still live and 

operate from the spirit of fear inherited from Adam.  
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These church members who are unconverted in heart are also represented by the five foolish virgins in 

the parable of Matthew 25. Like the wise virgins, the foolish virgins have lamps, representing the 

Bible, but they do not have any oil in them. The foolish virgins are the church members who don’t 

have the indwelling Holy Spirit animating them with the life of Jesus; they do not have the motivating 

spirit of love and trust. While they attest to the right doctrines, just like the Pharisees who crucified 

Christ, they promote those doctrines from the motivation of fear and selfishness. 

 

These are the enemies in the camp—so what is the difference between the two groups? 

 

The difference is not how they appear on the outside, but what motivates them on the inside. This is 

why Jesus said to the religious leaders in His day, 

 

• Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 

tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and 

everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on 

the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. Matthew 23:27, 28 NIV84. 

 

These religious leaders, members of God’s authorized church, had the right doctrines, rituals, 

ceremonies, and Bible, but they had the wrong spirit.  

 

The saved are those who have been reborn with a new spirit to love God and others more than self. 

They have the Holy Spirit living within them, empowering them with the Spirit of Christ. They no 

longer live controlled by the spirit of fear but of power and love and sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7).  

 

But the agents of Satan are motivated by and act upon the spirit of fear; therefore, they interfere with 

the work of Christ but think they are following Him.  

 

And what does the spirit of fear cause or result in? A legal religious theology, one of imposed laws 

and law enforcement to control behavior—externals, the white washing of the tombs; when the reality 

of God’s kingdom is that salvation is about actual recreation, regeneration, and renewal of heart and 

mind by receiving a new life—the life of Christ—rebirth, becoming alive in Christ, healing what is on 

the inside. That is why the Bible says, man looks on the outward appearance but God looks on the 

heart.  

 

Within the church, the wheat and the weeds grow together, representing the truly converted and the 

unconverted. Superficially, behaviorally, externally, these two groups appear identical:  

• Both groups have publicly professed their faith in Jesus, declaring their acceptance of Him as 

their Savior.  

• Both groups have undergone water baptism (or whatever other ceremony their organization 

requires).  

• Both groups claim to believe the same doctrines, pay tithe, give offerings, attend church, dress 

appropriately, care for their bodies (spirit temple), observe Sabbath, and work to share the 

gospel—some as laymen, others as church employees, pastors, conference leaders, etc. 

• Both groups participate in communion. 
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• Both groups study the Bible and claim it as their basis of faith. 

• And both long for Jesus’ soon return. 

 

But they are not the same.  

 

And they are not longing for the same savior.  

 

Only the wise, only the wheat, only those who have been born again and are animated by the Spirit of 

Christ are saved, are on God’s team, are able to advance the gospel and are longing for our Savior who 

when all power was given to Him used it to wash feet, and refused to use power to stop wicked people 

from injustice, refused to use power to protect Himself. Why? Because our Savior is the Creator 

whose laws are design laws and deviations from those laws cause pain, suffering and death. Thus our 

Savior uses power to destroy sin, not sinners, to save, heal, redeem, restore, not to torture, punish, and 

kill.  

 

But the foolish, those with the Bible (lamp) but without the Spirit of Jesus (oil), work against Christ, 

interfere with the plan of salvation, and take a false gospel to the world—not necessarily false 

doctrines but a false gospel, because they set the doctrines in the false setting of a spirit of fear and 

selfishness, which always uses imposed law and some form of legal salvation, which results in them 

looking for a savior who will use external power to inflict punishment upon people to enforce his laws 

under the claim of justice—just like every kingdom of this world.   

 

The false gospel focuses on behavior, law-breaking, and law-enforcement. It seeks to get rewards for 

oneself and punishment for one’s enemies. It would call fire down on people who don’t accept its 

“truth” as the disciples wanted to do when the Samaritans didn’t accept Jesus and Jesus told them they 

had the wrong spirit. This dark gospel would use the power of the state to enforce religious laws (Saul 

of Tarsus, Dark Ages church). It is the dark gospel of the god of darkness, who is the source of 

death—the one who holds the power of death that Jesus came to destroy (Hebrews 2:14).  

 

The church on Earth at the time of Jesus’ second coming will be filled with both wheat and tares. 

Externally, they look the same; internally, they are not. The wise are animated and motivated by the 

Spirit of love and trust, having been reborn with the Spirit of Christ, while the foolish practice the 

same religion, use the same Bible, teach the same doctrines, but they have no oil; they are devoid of 

the Holy Spirit, they have not been reborn; therefore, all they are doing they do from their natural 

spirit of fear and selfishness, which results in a legal religion that operates upon the systems of this 

world, and they teach a god who functions like they do, a god who operates with imposed rules and 

external enforcement to punish sin-crimes.  

 

What makes the false gospel and the agents of Satan so hard to identify is that the false gospel uses the 

same words as the true gospel, and it is often promoted with the exact same doctrines, the same 

fundamental beliefs, as the true gospel.  

 

The key to identifying the false gospel is the false imposed law under which it attempts to 

advance, which is motivated by the spirit of fear with which we have all been born.  
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The spirit of fear inherited from Adam causes the mind to turn toward self, toward survival, toward 

doing what is necessary to protect and save self. Adam and Eve ran and hid from God, sewed fig-

leafed garments, and cast blame away from self onto others.  

 

The spirit of fear and selfishness leads not to self-sacrifice to bless others, but toward any means of 

making oneself feel safe. Inevitably, the fear-based systems of this world always end up using external 

power to dominate and control others, and it is always done through made-up laws and law-

enforcement.  

 

These made-up laws may not be through a formal government, or written code; they may be gang 

rules, cult leader edicts, cultural taboos, or religious regulations—but they are all made-up rules that 

require external enforcement. Their intention is to force conformity so that those in charge can feel 

good about themselves, can feel safe, and so that the unrighteous can hide from their own conscience, 

their own fear, insecurity, guilt, and shame. 

 

The false legal theologies replace trust in Jesus, a trust that results in surrender of one’s life to be 

reborn, with trust in legal payments, appeasements, and various legal mechanisms to protect them 

from legal punishment. Thus, they feel secure in claiming Jesus as their legal substitute but remain 

unconverted, fearful, trapped in this legal system with a god who is the source of inflicted death.  

 

This false legal theology is such a diabolical twist because these fear-based individuals long to be free 

from fear while the very doctrine they cling to in order make themselves feel safe, and which they 

claim saves them, in reality perpetuates their fear (fear of punishment, fear of sins not being erased 

from the books, fear of standing before God without an intercessor, fear of forgetting to confess a sin, 

etc.) and undermines trust in God, teaching others He is the source of pain, suffering, and death that 

He inflicts as so-called justice. Thus, they cling to their spirit of fear, hiding behind the legal 

mechanisms of their false legal religion. They are not reborn, renewed, and they don’t actually know 

Jesus.  

 

Such individuals will find security, a sense of safety, in being members of the “right” church, 

participating in the “right” ceremonies, believing the “right” doctrines, and practicing the “right” 

religious activities (Sabbath, tithing, etc.).  

 

Anything that threatens their legal understanding inflames fear, anxiety, and distress, which typically 

results in a hostile response to defend their belief—to eliminate the threat to their security. As Jesus 

said, 

 

• This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light 

because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into 

the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. John 3:19, 20 NIV84. 

 

The weeds in the church actively work to shut out the advancing light. The religious leaders in Christ’s 

day opposed the Savior and the apostles; the church leaders in the Dark Ages opposed the Reformers; 
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likewise, the church leaders today who cling to the lie that God’s law functions like human law and 

insist on a legal religion with a god who is the source of death also oppose the advancing light.  

 

In the Seventh-day Adventist Church, it was the church leaders who, at the 1888 General Conference, 

rejected the advancing light that God’s law is design law. And today it is those who cling to this same 

lie who continue to obstruct the final message of mercy that is to go to the world.  

 

EGW, who was at the 1888 meetings, wrote about those leaders: 

 

• On many occasions the Holy Spirit did work, but those who resisted the Spirit of God at 

Minneapolis were waiting for a chance to travel over the same ground again, because their 

spirit was the same. Afterward, when they had evidence heaped upon evidence, some were 

convicted, but those who were not softened and subdued by the Holy Spirit's working, put 

their own interpretation upon every manifestation of the grace of God, and they have lost 

much. They pronounced in their heart and soul and words that this manifestation of the Holy 

Spirit was fanaticism and delusion. They stood like a rock, the waves of mercy flowing upon 

and around them, but beaten back by their hard and wicked hearts, which resisted the Holy 

Spirit's working. Had this been received, it would have made them wise unto salvation; holier 

men, prepared to do the work of God with sanctified ability. But all the universe of heaven 

witnessed the disgraceful treatment of Jesus Christ, represented by the Holy Spirit. Had 

Christ been before them, they would have treated him in a manner similar to that in 

which the Jews treated Christ. EGW 1888 materials p. 1478.2 

 

• But the work that all heaven was waiting to do (1888 Minneapolis) as soon as men prepared 

the way (Jones and Waggoner), was not done. For the leaders closed and bolted the door 

against the Holy Spirit” EGW Letter 123 (1902) Battle Creek Letters pp 55, 56 

 

• “When I purposed to leave Minneapolis, the angel of the Lord stood by me and said: "Not so; 

God has a work for you to do in this place. The people are acting over the rebellion of 

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. I have placed you in your proper position, which those who are 

not in the light will not acknowledge; they will not heed your testimony; but I will be with 

you; My grace and power shall sustain you. It is not you they are despising, but the 

messengers and the message I send to My people. They have shown contempt for the word 

of the Lord. Satan has blinded their eyes and perverted their judgment; and unless every 

soul shall repent of this their sin, this unsanctified independence that is doing insult to the 

Spirit of God, they will walk in darkness. I will remove the candlestick out of his place except 

they repent and be converted, that I should heal them. They have obscured their spiritual 

eyesight. They would not that God should manifest His Spirit and His power; for they 

have a spirit of mockery and disgust at My word. Lightness, trifling, jesting and joking are 

daily practiced. They have not set their hearts to seek Me. They walk in the sparks of their 

own kindling, and unless they repent, they shall lie down in sorrow. Thus saith the Lord: 

"Stand at your post of duty; for I am with thee, and will not leave thee nor forsake thee." These 

words from God I have not dared to disregard.”–EGW Letter 2a, 1892, pp. 4, 5. To "Dear 

Nephew and Niece, Frank (F.E.) and Hattie," Nov. 5, 1892; 3MR 191.2.  
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The special message to lighten the world for Christ’s return is the message that calls people back to 

Creator worship—this message is the message that rejects the Romanization of Christianity. What is 

that? The Romanization of Christianity is the lie that God’s law functions like Roman law, and God 

functions like Caesar, made up rules, legally enforced through imposed punishments. The message 

that came to the church in 1888 was the message that God’s laws are the laws the Creator built into the 

operations of reality, design law, and they do not function like the laws of creatures.  

 

Jones, Waggoner, and White all taught that the Ten Commandments were added and not eternal, 

added by God’s grace because of human sin and they are a codification of God’s eternal design law of 

love. But the church leadership rejected this light and instead has clung to Romanism, the lie that 

God’s law functions like human law and that justice is God using His power to inflict punishment. 

Thus the leadership of the SDA church sided with the unconverted, those who had their lamps, their 

Bibles, but did not have the Spirit of Christ, were not reborn. They did not have the oil of the Holy 

Spirit, and thus they were motivated by the spirit of fear which always leads to a legal religion of 

imposed law and law enforcement.  

 

Some of those 1888 leaders, later repented and were reborn, but the church leadership, by and large, 

became like the Sanhedrin in Christ’s day. There has always been in leadership a few like Nicodemus, 

but can we say today that the majority in leadership have embraced and taught God’s design law and 

made this the central message in our publications, schools, and churches? Notice EGW’s comments 

about church leadership after 1888: 

 

• “I am in great travail of soul for our people. We are living amid the perils of the last days. A 

superficial faith results in a superficial experience... All should see the necessity of 

understanding the truth for themselves individually. We must each understand the doctrines 

that have been studied out carefully and prayerfully. It has been revealed to me that there is 

among our people a great lack of knowledge in regard to the rise and progress of the 

third angel’s message. There is great need to search the book of Daniel and the book of 

Revelation, and learn the texts thoroughly, that we may know what is written.  

 

The light given me has been very forcible that many would go out from us, giving need to 

seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils. The Lord desires that every soul who claims to 

believe the truth shall have an intelligent knowledge of what is truth. False prophets will 

arise, and will deceive many. Everything is to be shaken that can be shaken. Then does it not 

become every one to understand the reasons of our faith? In place of having so many 

sermons, there should be a more close searching of the Word of God, opening the Scriptures 

text by text, and searching for the strong evidences that sustain the fundamental doctrines 

that have brought us where we now are, upon the platform of eternal truth…  

 

I question whether genuine rebellion is ever curable. Study in Patriarchs and Prophets the 

rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. This rebellion was extended, including more than two 

men. It was led by two hundred and fifty princes of the congregation, men of renown. Call 

rebellion by its right name, and apostasy by its right name, and then consider that the 
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experience of the ancient people of God with all its objectionable features was faithfully 

chronicled to pass into history. The Scripture declares, “These things were written for our 

admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.” [1 Corinthians 10:11.] And if men 

and women who have the knowledge of the truth are so far separated from their great 

Leader, that they will take the great leader of apostasy, and name him Christ our 

Righteousness, it is because they have not sunk the shaft deep into the mines of truth. 

They are not able to distinguish the precious ore from the base material.  

 

Read the cautions so abundantly given in the Word of God in regard to false prophets that will 

come in with their heresies, and, if possible, will deceive the very elect. With these warnings, 

why is it that the church do not distinguish the false from the genuine? The church thus 

misled need to humble themselves before God, and sincerely repent, because they were so 

easily led astray. They could not distinguish the voice of the true Shepherd from that of a 

stranger…  

 

Rebellion and apostasy are in the very air we breathe. We shall be affected by it unless we 

by faith hang our helpless souls upon Christ. If men are so easily misled, how will they stand 

when Satan shall personate Christ, and work miracles? Who will be unmoved by his 

misrepresentations, professing to be Christ when it is only Satan assuming the person of Christ, 

and apparently working the works of Christ? What will hold God’s people from giving their 

allegiance to false christs? “Go not ye after them.” [Luke 21:8.] -- 12LtMs, Lt 1, 1897 

 

• “The church is in the Laodicean state. The presence of God is not in her midst.” (Ms 156, 

1898 – Notebook Leaflets from Elms haven Library, Vol.1, Need of Self- Sacrificing Effort, p. 

99; Last Day Events, p. 49. 

 

• “It has been some years since I have considered the General Conference as the voice of 

God.” - Manuscript Releases 17, p. 216, 1898; Last Day Events, p. 50. 

 

• “It is working upon wrong principles that has brought the cause of God into its present 

embarrassment. The people have lost confidence in those who have the management of the 

work. Yet we hear that the voice of the Conference is the voice of God. Every time I have 

heard this, I have thought that it was almost blasphemy. The voice of the Conference ought 

to be the voice of God, but it is not, because some in connection with it are not men of faith 

and prayer, they are not men of elevated principle...  

 

These things have kept my soul in great distress. At times I rise above it a little, and yet I know 

that the wound is not cured; because if it were, the matter would not be continually 

presented to me. A thing that is healed, is healed. I was referred to the case of Achan. The 

entire congregation of Israel was affected by Achan’s sin. Because of it God could not help 

them, and when they went out to battle they were beaten by their enemies. Joshua prostrated 

himself before the Lord, and asked, What does it mean that the children of Israel flee before 

their enemies? God told him that there was an accursed thing in the camp, that spoil had been 

taken from the enemies of Israel. He told him that there was robbery and dissembling in the 
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camp, and that His blessing could not rest on the people till these things were cleansed from 

them.  

 

These sins have been practiced in the work that has been done here. That God could bear 

with those who acted a part in this work as long as He has done, is a marvel to me.” 16LtMs, 

Ms 37, 1901, par. 20 

 

• "I have but very little confidence that the Lord is giving these men in positions of 

responsibility, spiritual eyesight and heavenly discernment. I am thrown into perplexity 

over their course; and I desire now to attend to my special work, to have no part in any of 

their councils, and to attend no camp meetings, nigh or afar off. My mind shall not be dragged 

into confusion by the tendency they manifest to work directly contrary to the light that 

God has given me. I am done. I will preserve my God-given intelligence. My voice has been 

heard in the different conferences, and at camp meetings. I must now make a change... I shall 

therefore leave, leave them to receive word from the Bible... This is the light given me and I 

shall not depart from it." (Letter W-186, 2 Dec. 1902 to Edson and Willie White, p. 4, 5) 

 

How can we identify the true message and messengers from the false?  

 

The true messengers are those who teach the truth about God as Creator, His character is as Jesus 

revealed, His laws are the laws only the Creator can establish and maintain, the laws that reality is 

built to operate upon. They teach that God is the source of life and that sin causes death, and that God, 

through Christ, destroys him who holds the power of death that is the devil (Heb 2:14) and destroys 

death and brings life and immortality to light (2 Tim 1:10). And they practice God’s methods in how 

they live and treat others, they present the truth in love and leave others free, they don’t use the power 

of the state to try and coerce consciences.  

 

The false are those who use the same language as the true, but they redefine God’s law to function like 

human law, in so doing they teach that God is the source of death, that God uses the power of death to 

inflict punishment upon those who won’t submit to Him. In so doing, they dethrone God from His 

rightful place in the seat of worship and adoration in the hearts of people and enthrone Satan, the god 

of this world, as the one being worshiped. And they will be willing to use the power of the state to 

enforce justice, including coercing consciences if the cause is a righteous one—like saving lives or 

saving souls. 

 

And this all stems from believing the lie introduced into Christianity by Rome that God’s law 

functions like human law. And the message for this time in history is to call people out of that fallen 

system of imperialism, in Bible symbolism called Babylon, and back to Creator worship. Coming out 

of Babylon is not a coming out of a geographic region, nor is it about leaving a specific 

denomination—this is a calling out of a mindset of fear and selfishness inflamed and promoted by the 

lie about God’s law and a call back to Creator worship and the embracing of design law.  

 

Read second paragraph, 
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• During the appropriation of the Promised Land, the Israelites had to learn the difficult lesson 

that their most dangerous enemy was not outside their camp but within their own rank and file. 

The greatest challenge that stood before them was neither the fortified walls of the Canaanite 

cities nor their advanced military technology but the obstinate will of individuals within their 

own camp to ignore the instructions of the Lord. Adult SS Guide 4th Q 2025, Lessons of Faith 

From Joshua, p. 46. 

 

Do you see the object lesson parallel and application to our church today? We have been delayed in 

entering the heavenly promised land because of the obstinate will and refusal to accept the truth about 

God’s law by the enemies in our own midst. 

 

The membership of the church must stop looking to leadership to do their thinking for them, in the 

same way the disciples who were fishermen, tax collector, physician, could not look to the Sanhedrin 

to do their thinking for them. Jesus told them it was for their good that He leave them so the Holy 

Spirit would come and the Spirit would lead them into all truth. And how does the Holy Spirit do this? 

By working in their hearts and minds as they humbly study for themselves.  

 

Today, the members of the church must stop looking to others to tell them the answers. They must get 

out their Bibles and humbly, prayerfully, study for themselves seeking to know the truth under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

 

We must be ready to break with leadership if leadership refuses the advancing light. 

 

Consider this historical quote, do you agree? 

 

• As the light and life of men was rejected by the ecclesiastical authorities in the days of 

Christ, so it has been rejected in every succeeding generation. Again and again the history 

of Christ's withdrawal from Judea has been repeated. When the Reformers preached the word 

of God, they had no thought of separating themselves from the established church; but the 

religious leaders would not tolerate the light, and those that bore it were forced to seek 

another class, who were longing for the truth. In our day few of the professed followers of 

the Reformers are actuated by their spirit. Few are listening for the voice of God, and 

ready to accept truth in whatever guise it may be presented. Often those who follow in the 

steps of the Reformers are forced to turn away from the churches they love, in order to 

declare the plain teaching of the word of God. And many times those who are seeking for 

light are by the same teaching obliged to leave the church of their fathers, that they may 

render obedience. The Desire of Ages, emphasis mine p. 232. 

 

Does this apply to every church other than the SDA church, or could it apply to Adventist people as 

well?  

 

My personal view and approach is that there is no other organized group on Earth in the position of the 

SDA organization—the SDA church sits where the Jewish nation sat 2000 years ago. Both groups 

positioned by God with His blessing for the purpose of taking a message to the world to prepare 
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people for the advent of the Messiah, the Jews for the first advent, the Adventists for the second 

advent.  

 

But the Jews were not given exclusive rights to salvation. In that day, one did not have to become a 

Jew to be saved, look at all the non-Jews who came to Christ and were blessed and commended by 

Him as having more faith than the Jews. Likewise, one does not have to become and SDA to be saved.  

 

In Christ’s day, the official organizational leaders were the ones most aggressive in opposing Christ; 

and Jesus and His disciples did not spend any time trying to reform the Sanhedrin or get their sanction 

for the message He brought.  

 

Likewise, I believe the SDA church was blessed with the message for this time, the special message to 

return to worshiping God as Creator and His laws as design laws, and that message is beautifully 

recorded in the writings of EGW. However, the official leadership has rejected it and taken forward a 

Roman penal legal theology which has corrupted the message.  

 

I see value in modeling myself after Christ and the apostles and taking the message to the people while 

leaving institutional leaders to run their institutions.   

 

I see no need to leave the SDA organization, there isn’t another one that I believe has this special 

insight or understanding.  

 

 

SUNDAY 

 

Read last paragraph, 

 

• The covenant between Yahweh and Israel involved the people at both individual and corporate 

levels. In the light of the covenant, Israel is treated as an indivisible unity of the chosen nation 

of God; therefore, the sin of one, or even some, of its members incurs guilt upon the whole 

covenantal community. As the Lord said, “ ‘Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed 

My covenant which I commanded them’ ” (Josh. 7:11, NKJV). Adult SS Guide 4th Q 2025, 

Lessons of Faith From Joshua, p. 47. 

 

Does this make sense or is it confusing?  

 

Does it sound fair that the righteous in the camp would be held accountable for the secret sins of the 

wicked in the camp?  

 

What is going on?  

 

It is all about how one understands the covenant—and there are two covenants. 
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There is the eternal covenant of grace in which the Godhead covenanted among themselves for Jesus 

to become incarnate, take upon Himself the terminal sin-condition that Adam brought upon the race 

and destroy that condition and replace it with His sinless perfection while simultaneously exposing 

Satan as a liar and source of sin and death and revealing the truth about God and thereby providing the 

way and means of salvation to all who, through Him, choose to trust God. In other words, the Godhead 

agreed among themselves for Jesus to become the second Adam and redeem, save, deliver humanity 

from sin and death and restore the human species to unity with God, restore humanity to sinless 

perfection and eternal life. And in so doing make possible salvation for all who trust Him. This is the 

eternal covenant of grace established and accomplished by God. 

 

But God made a temporary and provisional covenant with Abraham’s descendants through Isaac and 

Jacob and that was not one of salvation, but one of mission—the mission to be the repository of the 

Bible, object lesson of the sanctuary and ceremonial system, and the branch of the human family 

through whom Messiah would be born. This covenant was mission oriented. 

 

Understanding these two covenants gives insight into what is happening with Achan. Achan’s sin 

could not cause any other person’s salvation to be lost, because salvation is based on the eternal 

covenant of grace and is participated in through individual faith/trust in God. However, Achan’s sin 

could interfere with team mission success. The Israelites as a group were functioning like a team 

working toward a goal, and any team member can interfere with the goals of the team. Just as our own 

SDA leadership in 1888 and since as interfered with our team mission, not with individual salvation 

for any person.  

 

 

MONDAY 

 

Read first paragraph, 

 

• Instead of unveiling the identity of the transgressor, God sets up a procedure that reveals both 

His justice and grace. After explaining the reason for Israel’s defeat and calling for the 

sanctification of the people (Josh. 7:13), He allows a time span between the announcement of 

the procedure and its application, which gives Achan time to think, repent, and confess his sin. 

Similarly, his family (if they knew what had happened) has the opportunity to decide whether 

they want to be involved in the cover-up or refuse to be accomplices, like the sons of Korah, 

who avoided destruction by refusing to side with their father (compare with Num. 16:23–33, 

Num. 26:11). Adult SS Guide 4th Q 2025, Lessons of Faith From Joshua, p. 48. 

 

Can we see that the procedure God implemented was a procedure of grace, a procedure that took time 

with slow progression and narrowing down of the focus slowly leading to the guilty party?  

 

Rather than instantly identifying the guilty party, God directed this procedure to give time for the Holy 

Spirit to convict hearts and minds of Achan and his family and give them time to repent and confess. 

However, despite this, Achan and his family, like Pharaoh, chose to harden their hearts against the 

advancing truth.  
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So, we can see God’s grace, implementing this procedure as a means of trying to bring the guilty party 

to repentance, but leaving the guilty party free to reject truth and love, instead choose and harden 

themselves in rebellion.  

 

But what of the idea of justice? What kind of justice is represented in the stoning of Achan?  

 

Did Achan die the second death or the first death? The first death.  

 

Is the first death the death that is the punishment for sin? No, so is this the punishment for sin death?  

 

Even while Achan is being stoned, was it still possible, if Achan would have chosen, for him to repent 

and receive salvation, like the thief on the cross did? Yes, so this death is not the death that is the 

wages of sin. 

 

It is the first death, temporal death, the punishment of imposed law, that are used to govern human 

communities and human governments filled with unrighteous, sinful, selfish people like Achan. This 

does not represent God’s heavenly kingdom, law, or government.  

 

The Bible describes two different deaths, one is the wages of sin—that is eternal death and it is the 

result of sin and Satan is the one who wields this power and Christ destroys both death and Satan, the 

source and wielder of death. As the Bible says, 

• “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 6:23 NIV84, emphasis mine. 

• “Sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.” James 1:15 NKJV. 

• “The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction.” 

Galatians 6:8 NIV84, emphasis mine. 

• “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 

he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14 

NIV84, emphasis mine. 

• “Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through 

the gospel.” 2 Timothy 1:10 NIV84, emphasis mine. 

• “Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has 

destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 

under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” 1 Corinthians 15:24–26 NIV84, 

emphasis mine. 

But those who believe the lie that God’s law functions like human law, imposed rules requiring 

imposed punishments, falsely believe justice is God using power to impose death, and teach that God 

is the source and wielder of death, thus denying the Bible. They do this because of stories like Achan, 

or stories like the Flood, Sodom, first born of Egypt and more where God used power to put people 

into the grave. But all those deaths are first death, sleep death, the type of death that all the righteous 

die, the death from which there is a resurrection. They are not the death that is punishment from sin. 
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And those who believe the lie about God’s law, will misapply Scripture, not only using the examples 

of God putting people to sleep in first death and apply it to the final end of sin and sinners, but will 

quote texts like these in support of the lie: 

 

• “See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I 

have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand.” Deuteronomy 32:39 

NIV84. 

 

• “The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up.” 1 

Samuel 2:6 NIV84. 

 

These texts seem to indicate God is the source of death—yet one can only draw that conclusion if they 

split the texts in half. If one requires all the Bible to harmonize, includes the texts we already read 

about the sin bringing death and Jesus destroying death, and then read these very texts in their entirety, 

the truth becomes plain.  

 

There are two deaths, first death, from which there is a resurrection, and second death which is wages 

of sin death from which there is not resurrection.  

 

These texts apply, by the texts themselves, to the first death, God is saying that He has created this 

artificial state of suspended animation, known as first death or sleep death, in which the person stops 

operating, but are not destroyed. He puts to first death/sleep and brings to life, wakes up. He brings 

first death/sleep and raises from the grave, awakens.  

 

This is why Jesus said, 

 

• I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and 

whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this? John 11:25, 26 NIV84, 

emphasis mine. 

 

But the second death is the death God does not bring. It is the death that sin brings and it is eternal.  

 

So God’s justice is seen in Achan’s story in protecting the avenue for the Messiah so Jesus can come 

and redeem humanity and provide the means whereby all who trust Him can be saved.  

 

But, those who suggest God’s justice is God using power to cause eternal death as punishment for sin 

are part of the enemies in the camp and interfering with the work of God. 

 

Read bottom question, 

 

• How does the realization that God knows all that you do, even your hidden things, impact how 

you live? How should it impact how you live? Adult SS Guide 4th Q 2025, Lessons of Faith 

From Joshua, p. 48. 
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Does the law lens one holds make a difference to the answer a person gives to this question? 

 

Consider a person who has been heroin and sharing dirty needles, and they get infection of their heart, 

endocarditis. I use this example because this person is breaking both kinds of laws—made up imposed 

laws, it is illegal to use heroin; and they are also breaking God’s design laws, the laws of health. 

 

Now, does this person want to be taken before a magistrate, have their sinful deeds presented to the 

judge and be judged and sentenced? Or would they prefer to have an advocate, a defense attorney, 

plead their case to the judge and seek some means to have their crimes paid for or pardoned?  

 

But, would this person, who is suffering from endocarditis and sick of heart, want to go to the doctor, 

and of course have the doctor informed of all their bad deeds that contributed to their sick condition. 

But the doctor goes much farther than the magistrate, he orders ultrasounds, MRIs, and examines the 

deep and secret recesses within the person seeking to identify and find every possible thing that is 

wrong. Why? For the purpose of punishing? No, for the purpose of healing and saving. This is the 

truth of who our Creator God is and king David knew this and that is why he prayed, search me and 

see the wicked way in me create in me a clean heart and renew your right spirit within me. 

 

When we present God through the lie of Roman imposed law, we teach people to run and hide from 

God and create false theologies that function to hide people from God, erase deeds from books, pay 

legal penalties, and teach people that God is the source of death. 

 

But when we return to design law we remove the barriers to reconciliation with God. We teach people 

the truth that it is their own sin-sick condition that is killing them and that God seeks only to save and 

heal them if they will simply trust Him.  

 

 

TUESDAY 

 

The lesson focuses on the sin of covetousness. The lesson rightly connects coveting with unbelief, in 

other words, with not trusting God. 

 

But the lesson describes it this way in the second paragraph, 

 

• In his confession, Achan admits that he saw (ra'ah) in the plunder a beautiful mantle of Shinar, 

200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold. He then coveted (kḥamad) and took (laqakḥ) them. Just 

as in the case of Adam and Eve, the choice of Achan reveals that the sin of covetousness is the 

sin of unbelief. It suspects God of not wanting the best for His creatures and of hiding some 

exquisite pleasures from them, which belong to the realm of divinity only. Adult SS Guide 4th 

Q 2025, Lessons of Faith From Joshua, p. 49. 

 

The lesson, in this paragraph, beautifully exposes the penal legal theology as fraudulent and false. It 

beautifully points out that sin is not a deed to be punished but a condition of heart that needs curing. 

They beautifully point out that sin is not the action but that break down of trust and love in the heart 
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and that the acts of sin are the fruits, symptoms, external evidences, manifestations of sin but not the 

sin itself, as Paul wrote in Romans 14:23,  

 

• Everything that does not come from faith is sin. Romans 14:23 NIV84.  

 

I am so proud of the lesson for getting this right! Well done! 

 

 

THURSDAY 

 

Read first paragraph, 

 

• As we have learned, God had given the pagan nations an opportunity to know about Him and 

to turn from their evil ways (see Lesson 5). They, however, had refused and were ultimately 

facing the judgment of God. Adult SS Guide 4th Q 2025, Lessons of Faith From Joshua, p. 51. 

 

What kind of judgments of God were these? Are these judicial judgments, punishments for sin? Or 

something else?  

 

What is the punishment for sin? Eternal death—did these nations and their people get punished with 

eternal death at that time? No, so this is not punishment for sin. Then what type of judgment is this? 

 

Do coaches of teams ever make judgments? What kinds of judgments to coaches make? 

• Who is selected to be on the team 

• Who is best to play what position 

• When to run this play or that play 

• When to call time out 

• When to require a player to do extra training 

• When to bench a player 

• When to kick a player off the team 

 

Are the coach’s judgments legal judgments? What are they based upon?  

 

Does God make these types of judgments? Are these the types of judgments we see happening in the 

Old Testament?  

 

Consider this quotation from a commentary on the Old Testament called Patriarchs and Prophets, 

what kind of judgment is this author describing: 

 

• "How great is the long - suffering of God toward the wicked! The idolatrous Philistines and 

backsliding Israel had alike enjoyed the gifts of His providence. Ten thousand unnoticed 

mercies were silently falling in the pathway of ungrateful, rebellious men. Every blessing 

spoke to them of the Giver, but they were indifferent to His love. The forbearance of God was 
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very great toward the children of men; but when they stubbornly persisted in their 

impenitence, He removed from them His protecting hand. They refused to listen to the 

voice of God in His created works, and in the warnings, counsels, and reproofs of His word, 

and thus He was forced to speak to them through judgments." Patriarchs and Prophets p. 

587, emphasis mine. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Poland Report: Thanks to Patrycja Stupp, her husband Alo, and her entire team. The people we met 

were all kind, loving, genuine. We held community programs on Depression and Alzheimer’s 

Dementia prevention; then held church programs on God’s Design for the Mind; The God Shaped 

Brain; Healthy Love versus Love Addiction; Seven Levels of Moral Decision-Making; Resolving 

Guilt; and The Message of the 3 Angels. The programs were well attended and very positively 

received. Our book Could It Be This Simple? A Biblical Model for Healing the Mind, has been 

translated into Polish—a big thanks to Mirra Huber who was integral in this. And a copy was given 

by the Western Polish Conference of SDAs to every pastor in their conference. The design law view 

was very positively received and many had already been listening online and told how this view is 

freeing and helpful in their walk with God. Keep Poland and our friends there in your prayers that 

doors may open for this message to go forward.  

 

England Report: We were blessed to speak at Newbold College as keynote speaker for the week of 

spiritual emphasis and presented God’s Design for the Mind; The God Shaped Brain; Healthy Love 

versus Love Addiction. These programs also were well received. Many of the faculty, students, and 

community members told us that they had been following us online or read our materials and that 

these resources have been a blessing in their relationship with God and healing in their lives. I also 

recorded two presentations for their online learning program—one on depression the other on the 

seven levels of moral decision making. Special thanks to Billie Jordan and her husband Michael 

Dragoyvich who downloaded from our website our printable pdf files for The Final Message of 

Mercy: The Three Angels and The Lie that Deceived Angels, Infects Christianity, and Delays the 

Second Coming of Christ magazines and had them printed and brought them to my talks and gave 

these away to the attendees. And Billie and Michael are now working with us to establish a Come 

and Reason Ministries distribution hub in England like we have in South Africa and Australia. If you 

are in England and would like to connect with them, we have established an email for them 

uk@comeandreason.com  
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