Lesson 5 Sequential Evangelism & Witnessing
Sabbath’s lesson
“I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive
it” (1 Corinthians 3:2, NKJV).
“In all evangelism and witnessing, it is important that we first present the simple truth of
the gospel.”
What is the “simple truth of the gospel”??
Sunday’s lesson -- Sequential Evangelism and Felt Needs
What are “felt needs”?? are there any unfelt needs??
Luke 9:10-17. 10 When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he
took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 11 but the crowds
learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and
healed those who needed healing. 12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the
crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging,
because we are in a remote place here.” 13 He replied, “You give them something to eat.” They
answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this
crowd.” 14 (About five thousand men were there. But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in
groups of about fifty each.” 15 The disciples did so, and everyone sat down. 16 Taking the five loaves
and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the
disciples to distribute to the people. 17 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
Matt 25: 31-46. 31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit
on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right
and the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or
in prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those on his left,
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I
was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a
stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.’ 44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45 “He will reply,
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ 46 “Then
they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Does this apply to the guy with the sign at the end of the freeway off ramp??
Monday’s lesson -- Milk and Solid Food.
What is the milk of the gospel?? What is the solid food??
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Does it matter where we begin??
Heb 5:11-6:3.

11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you
no longer try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone
to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13
Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.
14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good
from evil. 6:1 Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward
to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death,[a] and of faith in
God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites,[b] the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and
eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.

John 16: 12-16. 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he,
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me
that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is
why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.”

Tuesday’s lesson -- Testing Truths
What have been some “testing truths” in your experience??
John 6: 53-66. 53 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal
life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father

sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is
the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this
bread will live forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 60 On hearing
it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 61 Aware that his disciples
were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son
of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I
have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit[e] and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not
believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray
him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has
enabled them.” 66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.

How is this concept a “testing truth”? The lesson suggests that many who heard this
message understood it, but rejected it. Any other thoughts??

John 14:15. 15 “If you love me, keep my commands.
How is this a “testing truth”? What are Jesus’ commands? Does our view of God change
our perspective on “commands”?
Wednesday’s lesson -- Measuring Spiritual Growth
The lesson suggests one good way to measure growth is by asking questions [see below].
Any other ways we can think of??
“Some typical questions might be, What do you think these verses are saying to us today?
How would you share this Bible truth with a friend? How do you feel about God’s
promise to you? What changes do you think you need to make in your life, in your
attitude toward others, and in how you live in general, because of what you have been
studying? How do these truths help you to love Jesus more? Of all the things you have
been learning, what impresses you the most? What gives you the most hope? The most
fear [emphasis added]?”
If we are causing an increase in fear, might there be something that needs correcting in
the message?? Certainly, some spiritual “infants” might naturally experience fear with
any new concepts, but this should be short lived.
The lesson makes the great point that Bible studies and other evangelistic presentations
should be orderly and logical, with the simple principles covered first, then moving to
more complex issues. What should be the starting point for the vast majority of people??
Thursday’s lesson -- Preparing a Harvest

Revelation 14:15. Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who
was sitting on the cloud, “Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest
of the earth is ripe.

As the seed sown produces a harvest, and this in turn is sown, the harvest is multiplied. In
our relation to others, this law holds true. Every act, every word, is a seed that will bear
fruit. Every deed of thoughtful kindness, of obedience, of self-denial, will reproduce itself
in others, and through them in still others. So every act of envy, malice, or dissension is a
seed that will spring up in a “root of bitterness” whereby many shall be defiled. Hebrews
12:15. And how much larger number will the “many” poison! Thus the sowing of good
and evil goes on for time and for eternity. {PK 86.2}
We cannot possibly know how far reaching one word or act of kindness will be in the
hands of the Holy Spirit in transforming someone’s character.

