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Healing Substitution Model: Is a war over ideas, concepts and 
beliefs centering on the character of God (Rev 12:7). This war 
began in heaven when Lucifer told lies about God, was 
subsequently spread to earth by those same lies, and continues 
today. We use the weapons of truth, love and freedom to war 
against “everything that sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God and take captive every thought to Jesus Christ” 
(2Corinthians 10:5). 

Through the plan of salvation, a larger purpose is to 
be wrought out even than the salvation of man and the 
redemption of the earth. Through the revelation of the 
character of God in Christ, the beneficence of the 
divine government would be manifested before the 
universe, the charge of Satan refuted, the nature and 
result of sin made plain, and the perpetuity of the law 
fully demonstrated.  {ST, December 22, 1914 par. 4} 

But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper 
purpose than the salvation of man. It was not for this 
alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely 
that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the 
law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to 
vindicate the character of God before the universe. To 
this result of His great sacrifice--its influence upon the 
intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon man--the 
Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion 
He said: "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall 
the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all unto Me." John 12:31, 32. 
The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would 
not only make heaven accessible to men, but before all 
the universe it would justify God and His Son in their 
dealing with the rebellion of Satan. It would establish the 
perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the nature 
and the results of sin.  {PP 68.2} 

By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God 
both to men and to angels. He was the Word of God,--
God's thought made audible. In His prayer for His 
disciples He says, "I have declared unto them Thy 
name,"--"merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth,"--"that the love 
wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in 
them." But not alone for His earthborn children was this 
revelation given. Our little world is the lesson book of the 
universe. God's wonderful purpose of grace, the mystery 
of redeeming love, is the theme into which "angels desire 
to look," and it will be their study throughout endless 
ages. Both the redeemed and the unfallen beings will find 
in the cross of Christ their science and their song. It will 

be seen that the glory shining in the face of Jesus is the 
glory of self-sacrificing love. In the light from Calvary 
it will be seen that the law of self-renouncing love is 
the law of life for earth and heaven; that the love which 
"seeketh not her own" has its source in the heart of God; 
and that in the meek and lowly One is manifested the 
character of Him who dwelleth in the light which no man 
can approach unto.  DA 19, 20 

To the angels and the unfallen worlds the cry, "It is 
finished," had a deep significance. It was for them as 
well as for us that the great work of redemption had 
been accomplished. They with us share the fruits of 
Christ's victory.   
     Not until the death of Christ was the character of 
Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the unfallen 
worlds. The archapostate had so clothed himself with 
deception that even holy beings had not understood his 
principles. They had not clearly seen the nature of his 
rebellion.  {DA 758} 
 
It was in order that the heavenly universe might see the 
conditions of the covenant of redemption that Christ bore 
the penalty in behalf of the human race. The throne of 
Justice must be eternally and forever made secure, 
even tho the race be wiped out, and another creation 
populate the earth. By the sacrifice Christ was about to 
make, all doubts would be forever settled, and the human 
race would be saved if they would return to their 
allegiance. Christ alone could restore honor to God's 
government. The cross of Calvary would be looked 
upon by the unfallen worlds, by the heavenly universe, 
by Satanic agencies, by the fallen race, and every 
mouth would be stopped. In making His infinite 
sacrifice Christ would exalt and honor the law. He would 
make known the exalted character of God's government, 
which could not in any way be changed to meet man in 
his sinful condition.   
     Who is able to describe the last scenes of Christ's life 
on earth, His trial in the judgment hall, His crucifixion? 
Who witnessed these scenes?--The heavenly universe, 
God the Father, Satan and his angels. {ST, July 12, 1899 
par. 2} 

That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in 
this world of darkness, will prevent sin in heaven. The 
significance of the death of Christ will be seen by 
saints and angels. Fallen men could not have a home in 
the paradise of God without the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world. Shall we not then exalt the cross 
of Christ? The angels ascribe honor and glory to Christ, 
for even they are not secure except by looking to the 
sufferings of the Son of God. It is through the efficacy 
of the cross that the angels of heaven are guarded 



from apostasy. Without the cross they would be no more 
secure against evil than were the angels before the fall of 
Satan. Angelic perfection failed in heaven. Human 
perfection failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss. All who 
wish for security in earth or heaven must look to the 
Lamb of God.  The plan of salvation, making manifest the 
justice and love of God, provides an eternal safeguard 
against defection in unfallen worlds, as well as among 
those who shall be redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. 
{5BC 1132.8} 

For centuries God looked with patience and forbearance 
upon the cruel treatment given to his ambassadors, at his 
holy law prostrate, despised, trampled underfoot. He 
swept away the inhabitants of the Noachian world with a 
flood. But when the earth was again peopled, men drew 
away from God, and renewed their hostility to him, 
manifesting bold defiance. Those whom God rescued 
from Egyptian bondage followed in the footsteps of those 
who had preceded them. Cause was followed by effect; 
the earth was being corrupted.   
     A crisis had arrived in the government of God. The 
earth was filled with transgression. The voices of those 
who had been sacrificed to human envy and hatred 
were crying beneath the altar for retribution. All 
heaven was prepared at the word of God to move to the 
help of his elect. One word from him, and the bolts of 
heaven would have fallen upon the earth, filling it with 
fire and flame. God had but to speak, and there would 
have been thunderings and lightnings and earthquakes and 
destruction.   
     The heavenly intelligences were prepared for a 
fearful manifestation of Almighty power. Every move 
was watched with intense anxiety. The exercise of justice 
was expected. The angels looked for God to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth. But "God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." "I will send my beloved Son," he 
said. "It may be they will reverence him." Amazing 
grace! Christ came not to condemn the world, but to 
save the world. "Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins."   
     The heavenly universe was amazed at God's patience 
and love. To save fallen humanity the Son of God took 
humanity upon himself… {RH, July 17, 1900 par. 6} 
 
For centuries God bore with the inhabitants of the old 
world. But at last guilt reached its limit. "God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. And it repented the Lord that He had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart." He 
came out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the 
earth, and by a flood cleansed the earth of its iniquity.   
     Notwithstanding this terrible lesson, men had no 
sooner begun to multiply once more, than rebellion and 

vice became widespread. Satan seemed to have taken 
control of the world. The time came that a change must 
be made, or the image of God would be wholly 
obliterated from the hearts of the beings He had 
created. All heaven watched the movements of God 
with intense interest. Would He once more manifest His 
wrath? Would He destroy the world by fire? The angels 
thought that the time had come to strike the blow of 
justice, when, lo, to their wondering vision was 
unveiled the plan of salvation. Wonder, O heavens, 
and be astonished, O earth! God sent His only 
begotten Son into the world to save the world! 
Amazing grace! "Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins."  {EGW 1888 Materials 569.3} 
 
From the beginning it has been Satan's studied plan to 
cause men to forget God, that he might secure them to 
himself. Hence he has sought to misrepresent the 
character of God, to lead men to cherish a false 
conception of Him. The Creator has been presented to 
their minds as clothed with the attributes of the prince 
of evil himself,--as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving,-
-that He might be feared, shunned, and even hated by 
men. Satan hoped to so confuse the minds of those whom 
he had deceived that they would put God out of their 
knowledge. Then he would obliterate the divine image 
in man and impress his own likeness upon the soul; he 
would imbue men with his own spirit and make them 
captives according to his will.  {5T 738.1} 

It was by falsifying the character of God and 
exciting distrust of Him that Satan tempted Eve to 
transgress. By sin the minds of our first parents were 
darkened, their natures were degraded, and their 
conceptions of God were molded by their own 
narrowness and selfishness. And as men became 
bolder in sin, the knowledge and the love of God faded 
from their minds and hearts. "Because that, when they 
knew God, they glorified Him not as God," they "became 
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened."  {5T 738.2} 

 
It is beyond the power of the human mind to estimate the 
evil which has been wrought by the heresy of eternal 
torment. The religion of the Bible, full of love and 
goodness, and abounding in compassion, is darkened by 
superstition and clothed with terror. When we consider 
in what false colors Satan has painted the character of 
God, can we wonder that our merciful Creator is 
feared, dreaded, and even hated? The appalling views 
of God which have spread over the world from the 
teachings of the pulpit have made thousands, yes, 
millions, of skeptics and infidels.   
     The theory of eternal torment is one of the false 
doctrines that constitute the wine of the abominations of 
Babylon, of which she makes all nations drink. [REV. 
14:8; 17:2.] {GC88 536.2} 
 



Satan has ascribed to God all the evils to which the 
flesh is heir. He has represented him as a God who 
delights in the sufferings of his creatures, who is 
revengeful and implacable. It was Satan who originated 
the doctrine of eternal torment as a punishment for sin, 
because in this way he could lead men into infidelity and 
rebellion, distract souls, and dethrone the human reason.  
{RH, November 17, 1891 par. 5} 
     Heaven, looking down, and seeing the delusions into 
which men were led, knew that a divine Instructor must 
come to earth. Men in ignorance and moral darkness must 
have light, spiritual light; for the world knew not God, 
and he must be revealed to their understanding. Truth 
looked down from heaven, and saw not the reflection 
of her image; for dense clouds of moral darkness and 
gloom enveloped the world, and the Lord Jesus alone was 
able to roll back the clouds; for he was the light of the 
world. By his presence he could dissipate the gloomy 
shadow that Satan had cast between man and God. 
Darkness covered the earth, and gross darkness the 
people. Through the accumulated misrepresentations 
of the enemy, many were so deceived that they 
worshiped a false god, clothed with the attributes of 
the satanic character.  {RH, November 17, 1891 par. 6} 
 
The law of Jehovah was burdened with needless 
exactions and traditions, and God was represented as 
severe, exacting, revengeful, and arbitrary. He was 
pictured as one who could take pleasure in the 
sufferings of his creatures. The very attributes that 
belonged to the character of Satan, the evil one 
represented as belonging to the character of God. 
Jesus came to teach men of the Father, to correctly 
represent him before the fallen children of earth. Angels 
could not fully portray the character of God, but Christ, 
who was a living impersonation of God, could not fail to 
accomplish the work. The only way in which he could 
set and keep men right was to make himself visible 
and familiar to their eyes. That men might have 
salvation he came directly to man, and became a partaker 
of his nature… 

Christ exalted the character of God, attributing to him 
the praise, and giving to him the credit, of the whole 
purpose of his own mission on earth,--to set men right 
through the revelation of God. In Christ was arrayed 
before men the paternal grace and the matchless 
perfections of the Father. In his prayer just before his 
crucifixion, he declared, "I have manifested thy name." "I 
have glorified thee on the earth; I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do." When the object of his 
mission was attained,--the revelation of God to the 
world,--the Son of God announced that his work was 
accomplished, and that the character of the Father 
was made manifest to men. {ST, January 20, 1890} 

Had God the Father come to our world and dwelt 
among us, humbling Himself, veiling His glory, that 
humanity might look upon Him, the history that we have 

of the life of Christ would not have been changed. . . . 
In every act of Jesus, in every lesson of His instruction, 
we are to see and hear and recognize God. In sight, in 
hearing, in effect, it is the voice and movements of the 
Father.  {TMK 338.4} 

 

 

 


