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Healing Substitution Model: Punishment is the natural 
consequence that un-remedied sin brings upon the sinner in this 
life and in the Final Judgment, where each person suffers in the 
end according to their deeds. Christ, in our place, experienced 
this mental agony (punishment) for sin during the fractured 
unity with His Father ("... why have you forsaken Me?"), prior 
to His actual death, when He “became sin who knew no sin.”  

Penal Substitution Model: Punishment is God inflicting 
unnatural pain and suffering by His hand, determined by a 
board of the saved, miraculously keeping them alive in a literal 
fiery torment to ensure they suffer appropriately for their sins 
before He kills them. Christ, in our place, experienced the 
infliction of such suffering from His Father prior to His Father 
executing Him. 

Documentation for Healing Substitution Model: 

The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that 
nature will reap destruction; Gal 6:8 

The polluted stream represents the soul that is separate 
from God. Sin not only shuts away from God, but 
destroys in the human soul both the desire and the 
capacity for knowing Him. Through sin, the whole 
human organism is deranged, the mind is perverted, 
the imagination corrupted; the faculties of the soul are 
degraded. There is an absence of pure religion, of heart 
holiness. The converting power of God has not wrought in 
transforming the character. The soul is weak, and for want 
of moral force to overcome, is polluted and debased.  {PK 
233.1} 

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the 
sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the punishment 
upon himself. His own actions start a train of 
circumstances that bring the sure result. Every act of 
transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a 
change of character, and makes it more easy for him to 
transgress again. By choosing to sin, men separate 
themselves from God, cut themselves off from the 
channel of blessing, and the sure result is ruin and 
death.  {1SM 235.2} 

The same law obtains in the spiritual as in the natural 
world. He who abides in darkness will at last lose the 
power of vision. He is shut in by a deeper than midnight 
blackness; and to him the brightest noontide can bring no 
light. He "walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither 
he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes." 1 
John 2:11. Through persistently cherishing evil, 
willfully disregarding the pleadings of divine love, the 

sinner loses the love for good, the desire for God, the 
very capacity to receive the light of heaven. The 
invitation of mercy is still full of love, the light is 
shining as brightly as when it first dawned upon his 
soul; but the voice falls on deaf ears, the light on 
blinded eyes.{MB 92.3} 

No soul is ever finally deserted of God, given up to his 
own ways, so long as there is any hope of his salvation. 
"Man turns from God, not God from him." Our heavenly 
Father follows us with appeals and warnings and 
assurances of compassion, until further opportunities 
and privileges would be wholly in vain. The 
responsibility rests with the sinner. By resisting the 
Spirit of God today, he prepares the way for a second 
resistance of light when it comes with mightier power. 
Thus he passes on from one stage of resistance to another, 
until at last the light will fail to impress, and he will cease 
to respond in any measure to the Spirit of God. Then even 
"the light that is in thee" has become darkness. The very 
truth we do know has become so perverted as to increase 
the blindness of the soul.  {MB 93.1} 

God does not stand toward the sinner as an 
executioner of the sentence against transgression; but 
he leaves the rejecters of his mercy to themselves, to 
reap that which they have sown. Every ray of light 
rejected, every warning despised or unheeded, every 
passion indulged, every transgression of the law of God, 
is a seed sown, which yields its unfailing harvest. The 
Spirit of God, persistently resisted, is at last 
withdrawn from the sinner, and then there is left no 
power to control the evil passions of the soul, and no 
protection from the malice and enmity of Satan. 
{GC88 36.2} 

 

 


