ComeReason

Our Focus? \/ J The Truth About God!

helping you learn to discern

Penalty for Sin
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Healing Substitution Model: (aka wages of sin) Eternal
death (non-existence), experienced by the unrepentant after the
Great White throne judgment.

Penal view — either eternal death (SDA version) or eternal hell
(evangelical version). This results because God uses His divine
power to inflict this on sinners to ensure they suffer and die.

Documentation for HSM:

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and
sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. James
1:15

The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that
nature will reap destruction; Gal 6:8

Evil will slay the wicked Psalms 34:21

But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers,
the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the
idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake
of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” Revelation
21:8

Those who have chosen Satan as their leader and have
been controlled by his power are not prepared to enter
the presence of God. Pride, deception, licentiousness,
cruelty, have become fixed in their characters. Can they
enter heaven to dwell forever with those whom they
despised and hated on earth? Truth will never be
agreeable to a liar; meekness will not satisfy self-esteem
and pride; purity is not acceptable to the corrupt;
disinterested love does not appear attractive to the selfish.
What source of enjoyment could heaven offer to those
who are wholly absorbed in earthly and selfish interests?
Could those whose lives have been spent in rebellion
against God be suddenly transported to heaven and
witness the high, the holy state of perfection that ever
exists there,-- every soul filled with love, every
countenance beaming with joy, enrapturing music in
melodious strains rising in honor of God and the Lamb,
and ceaseless streams of light flowing upon the redeemed
from the face of Him who sitteth upon the throne,--could
those whose hearts are filled with hatred of God, of truth
and holiness, mingle with the heavenly throng and join
their songs of praise? Could they endure the glory of God
and the Lamb? No, no; years of probation were granted
them, that they might form characters for heaven; but they

have never trained the mind to love purity; they have
never learned the language of heaven, and now it is too
late. A life of rebellion against God has unfitted them
for heaven. Its purity, holiness, and peace would be
torture to them; the glory of God would be a consuming
fire. They would long to flee from that holy place. They
would welcome destruction, that they might be hidden
from the face of Him who died to redeem them. The
destiny of the wicked is fixed by their own choice.
Their exclusion from heaven is voluntary with
themselves, and just and merciful on the part of God.
{GC 542.2}

Like the waters of the Flood the fires of the great day
declare God's verdict that the wicked are incurable.
They have no disposition to submit to divine authority.
Their will has been exercised in revolt; and when life is
ended, it is too late to turn the current of their
thoughts in the opposite direction, too late to turn
from transgression to obedience, from hatred to love.
{GC 543.1}

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the
sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the punishment upon
himself. His own actions start a train of circumstances
that bring the sure result. Every act of transgression reacts
upon the sinner, works in him a change of character, and
makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By
choosing to sin, men separate themselves from God,
cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and
the sure result is ruin and death. {1SM 235.2}

God does not stand toward the sinner as an
executioner of the sentence against transgression; but
He leaves the rejectors of His mercy to themselves, to
reap that which they have sown. Every ray of light
rejected, every warning despised or unheeded, every
passion indulged, every transgression of the law of God,
is a seed sown which yields its unfailing harvest. The
Spirit of God, persistently resisted, is at last withdrawn
from the sinner, and then there is left no power to control
the evil passions of the soul, and no protection from the
malice and enmity of Satan. GC 36

God is the fountain of life, and we can have life only as
we are in communion with Him. Separated from God,
existence may be ours for a little time, but we do not
possess life. "She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she
liveth." 1 Timothy 5:6. Only through the surrender of our
will to God is it possible for Him to impart life to us. Only
by receiving His life through self-surrender is it possible,
said Jesus, for these hidden sins, which | have pointed
out, to be overcome. It is possible that you may bury them
in your hearts and conceal them from human eyes, but
how will you stand in God's presence? {MB 61.2}
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If you cling to self, refusing to yield your will to God,
you are choosing death. To sin, wherever found, God
is a consuming fire. If you choose sin, and refuse to
separate from it, the presence of God, which consumes
sin, must consume you. {MB 62.1}

The light of the glory of God, which imparts life to the
righteous, will slay the wicked. {DA 107.4}

Then the end will come. God will vindicate His law and
deliver His people. Satan and all who have joined him in
rebellion will be cut off. Sin and sinners will perish, root
and branch, (Mal. 4:1),--Satan the root, and his followers
the branches. The word will be fulfilled to the prince of
evil, "Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of
God; . . . I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the
midst of the stones of fire. . . . Thou shalt be a terror, and
never shalt thou be any more.” Then "the wicked shall not
be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it
shall not be;" "they shall be as though they had not been."”
Ezek. 28:6-19; Ps. 37:10; Obadiah 16. {DA 763.4}

This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of
God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that which they
have sown. God is the fountain of life; and when one
chooses the service of sin, he separates from God, and
thus cuts himself off from life. He is "alienated from the
life of God." Christ says, "All they that hate Me love
death." Eph. 4:18; Prov. 8:36. God gives them existence
for a time that they may develop their character and reveal
their principles. This accomplished, they receive the
results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan
and all who unite with him place themselves so out of
harmony with God that His very presence is to them a
consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will
destroy them. {DA 764.1}



