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Healing Substitution Model: Justice means doing what is 
right, what is in complete harmony with God’s law of love. The 
predominant context of God’s justice in the Bible describes 
making things right by pouring out loving compassion on those 
who have been unfairly treated – the poor, widow, and outcasts 
of society. God’s justice is the perfect outflow of God’s 
benevolent love, no deviations from God’s law, no bending, or 
twisting around God’s law.  It is exact conformity with God’s 
law of other-centered love and requires perfection of character. 
Christ justly achieved this perfect character in His human form 
and in His human brain and in so doing, God is just in offering 
Christ’s perfect life to all who are willing to trust Him.  

God’s justice also includes the reality that those who reject His 
healing will reap the full weight of suffering and the ultimate 
and final death that un-remedied sin brings.  

Penal Substitution Model: Justice is God inflicting “justly” 
determined externally imposed penalties upon sinners for sin 
and executing Christ in the sinner’s place on the cross.  

Documentation for HSM: 

Defend the poor and fatherless; Do justice to the afflicted 
and needy. (Psalm 82:3) 

Wash yourselves clean. Stop all this evil that I see you 
doing. Yes, stop doing evil and learn to do right. See that 
justice is done---help those who are oppressed, give 
orphans their rights, and defend widows. (Isaiah 1:16-17 – 
GN) 

This is what the LORD says to the dynasty of David: 
‘Give justice each morning to the people you judge! Help 
those who have been robbed; rescue them from their 
oppressors.’ (Jeremiah 21:12 – NLT) 

What shall I bring to the LORD, the God of heaven, when 
I come to worship him? Shall I bring the best calves to 
burn as offerings to him? Will the LORD be pleased if I 
bring him thousands of sheep or endless streams of olive 
oil? Shall I offer him my first-born child to pay for my 
sins? No, the LORD has told us what is good. What he 
requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant 
love, and to live in humble fellowship with our God. 
(Micah 6:6-8 – GN) 

God has given to men a declaration of His character and 
of His method of dealing with sin. "The Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in 
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will 

by no means clear the guilty." Exodus 34:6, 7. "All the 
wicked will He destroy." "The transgressors shall be 
destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut 
off." Psalms 145:20; 37:38. The power and authority of 
the divine government will be employed to put down 
rebellion; yet all the manifestations of retributive 
justice will be perfectly consistent with the character 
of God as a merciful, long-suffering, benevolent being.  
{GC 541.2} 
     God does not force the will or judgment of any. He 
takes no pleasure in a slavish obedience. He desires 
that the creatures of His hands shall love Him because 
He is worthy of love. He would have them obey Him 
because they have an intelligent appreciation of His 
wisdom, justice, and benevolence. And all who have a 
just conception of these qualities will love Him because 
they are drawn toward Him in admiration of His 
attributes.  {GC 541.3} 
     The principles of kindness, mercy, and love, taught 
and exemplified by our Saviour, are a transcript of the 
will and character of God. Christ declared that He 
taught nothing except that which He had received from 
His Father. The principles of the divine government are in 
perfect harmony with the Saviour's precept, "Love your 
enemies." God executes justice upon the wicked, for 
the good of the universe, and even for the good of 
those upon whom His judgments are visited. He would 
make them happy if He could do so in accordance with 
the laws of His government and the justice of His 
character. He surrounds them with the tokens of His 
love, He grants them a knowledge of His law, and follows 
them with the offers of His mercy; but they despise His 
love, make void His law, and reject His mercy. While 
constantly receiving His gifts, they dishonor the Giver; 
they hate God because they know that He abhors their 
sins. The Lord bears long with their perversity; but 
the decisive hour will come at last, when their destiny 
is to be decided. Will He then chain these rebels to His 
side? Will He force them to do His will?  {GC 541.4} 
     Those who have chosen Satan as their leader and have 
been controlled by his power are not prepared to enter 
the presence of God. Pride, deception, licentiousness, 
cruelty, have become fixed in their characters. Can they 
enter heaven to dwell forever with those whom they 
despised and hated on earth? Truth will never be 
agreeable to a liar; meekness will not satisfy self-
esteem and pride; purity is not acceptable to the 
corrupt; disinterested love does not appear attractive 
to the selfish. What source of enjoyment could heaven 
offer to those who are wholly absorbed in earthly and 
selfish interests?  {GC 542.1} 
     Could those whose lives have been spent in rebellion 
against God be suddenly transported to heaven and 
witness the high, the holy state of perfection that ever 
exists there,-- every soul filled with love, every 
countenance beaming with joy, enrapturing music in 



melodious strains rising in honor of God and the Lamb, 
and ceaseless streams of light flowing upon the redeemed 
from the face of Him who sitteth upon the throne,--could 
those whose hearts are filled with hatred of God, of truth 
and holiness, mingle with the heavenly throng and join 
their songs of praise? Could they endure the glory of 
God and the Lamb? No, no; years of probation were 
granted them, that they might form characters for 
heaven; but they have never trained the mind to love 
purity; they have never learned the language of heaven, 
and now it is too late. A life of rebellion against God has 
unfitted them for heaven. Its purity, holiness, and 
peace would be torture to them; the glory of God 
would be a consuming fire. They would long to flee 
from that holy place. They would welcome 
destruction, that they might be hidden from the face of 
Him who died to redeem them. The destiny of the 
wicked is fixed by their own choice. Their exclusion 
from heaven is voluntary with themselves, and just 
and merciful on the part of God.  {GC 542.2} 
     Like the waters of the Flood the fires of the great 
day declare God's verdict that the wicked are 
incurable. They have no disposition to submit to divine 
authority. Their will has been exercised in revolt; and 
when life is ended, it is too late to turn the current of their 
thoughts in the opposite direction, too late to turn from 
transgression to obedience, from hatred to love.  {GC 
543.1} 

  

 


