Tim Jennings’ [Commentary] on

“The Character of the Last Conflict”

EGW April 14, 1896
(emphasis supplied)

The great controversy between the Prince of light and the prince of darkness has not abated one
jot or tittle of its influence as time has gone on. The stern conflict between light and darkness,
between truth and error, is deepening in its intensity. The synagogue of Satan is intensely active,
and in this age the deceiving power of the enemy is working in the most subtle way. Every
human mind that is not surrendered to God and is not under the control of the Spirit of
God, will be perverted through satanic agencies. [What does it mean to be surrendered to
God? Does it mean we stop thinking, or that we humbly surrender to Him for the removal of
fear, of falsehood, for a change of heart attitude, to be imbued with divine principles develop
fruits of the Spirit, including “self-control”?] The enemy is working continually to supplant
Jesus Christ in the human heart, and to place his attributes in the human character, in the
place of the attributes of God. [What are the attributes of Satan? Fear, selfishness, cruelty,
control, domination, deceit] He brings his strong delusions to bear upon the human mind, that he
may have a controlling power. [What strong delusions? There is no God? God is like Satan in
character, God’s law is imposed, justice requires punishment so that people will use Satan’s
methods on others and thereby destroy individuality and love, without freedom there is no love]
He seeks to obliterate the truth and abolish the true pattern of goodness and righteousness, in
order that the professed Christian world may be swept to perdition through separation from
God. [What is the true pattern of goodness? Jesus, and Satan seeks to get us to accept a false
version of God, of Jesus, a legal version that requires legal punishment. But what does sin do?
Separates us from God, there is no legal infliction, but to get us to accept the imposed law lie
teaches us to distrust God and to create theologies that actually separate us and hide us from God
and thus we cut ourselves off from God while claiming to believe in God.] He is working in
order that selfishness may become world-wide, and thus make of no effect the mission and
work of Christ. RH April 14, 1896, par. 1 [What is the goal? What was Jesus’ purpose? To
restore God’s law of love into human beings, but making selfishness worldwide makes Jesus’
mission ineffectual.]



Christ came to the world to bring back the character of God to man, and to retrace on the
human soul the divine image. [What does this mean? Bring back the character of God to man?
How? By both revealing the truth in His life—if we have seen Jesus we have seen the Father.
But also, as a human Jesus lived out God’s law perfectly and destroyed the infection of fear and
selfishness inherited through Adam, the carnal drives that tempt and fixed all the damage that
Adam instilled in the human condition, thus Jesus became the second Adam.] Through his entire
life, Christ sought by continuous, laborious efforts to call the world's attention to God and to his
holy requirements, [What does God require? That we love the Lord with all our being and
neighbor as ourselves—why? For the same reason we are required to breathe—it is the basis of
life and health.] so that men might be imbued with the Spirit of God, might be actuated by love,
and might reveal in life and character the divine attributes. Christ came to be the light and life of
the world, and his life was one of continual self-denial and self-sacrifice. The Lord Jesus valued
every human being, and could not endure the thought that one soul should perish. His great heart
of love embraced the whole world, and led him to provide complete salvation for all who would
believe in him. In the character of Christ, majesty and humility were blended. [What does this
mean? Divinity—majesty was blended with humanity—humility. Jesus was a unique being, born
of a human woman descended from fallen Adam, but whose Father was the Holy Spirit. Jesus
was both God and man and He overcame sin as a human using human power while revealing the
majesty of God’s character of love.] Temperance and self-denial were seen in every act of his
life, but there was no taint of bigotry, no cold austerity, manifested in his manner to lessen his
influence over those with whom he came in contact. The world's Redeemer had a greater than
angelic nature; yet united with his divine majesty were meekness and humility that
attracted all to himself. [Yes, Jesus was fully God, much greater than an angel. Why is this
important? What do we learn about God if an angel came to be our Savior? That God is willing
to sacrifice someone else to protect Himself. Satan’s attack and allegations were not against
other angels, but against God. Only God could answer the allegations. Only God could reveal the
truth about Himself in full. Thus Jesus, fully God, became our Savior when He also became fully
human.] He speaks to all, saying, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” RH April 14, 1896, par. 2

Christ is man's example. “In him was life; and the life was the light of men.... That was the true
Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.... And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth.” Christ, our Redeemer, comprehended all the necessities of man. He formulated
the mighty plans by which fallen man is to be uplifted from the degradation of sin. [What is
the purpose of the plan? To uplift humankind from degradation—to heal, restore, recreate,
cleanse—to return human beings to God’s sinless perfect ideal.] In every circumstance, however
trivial, he represented the Father. Though upholding the world by the word of his power, he
would stoop to relieve a wounded bird. O that we all had an intelligent knowledge of Jesus
Christ! Weary and worn as he often was, he pleased not himself. “And this is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” [Eternal
life isn’t legal pardon or payment, it is intimate connection with God that restores love and trust
for God as the primary motive driving us to action.] “See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.”
Who are those that refuse to hear the voice of Christ!—They are those who do not hear and
practise his word. They are those whose hearts were crowded and overcharged with surfeiting



and drunkenness and the cares of this life; who are eating and drinking, planting and building,
marrying and giving in marriage. They are those who will not receive the message of warning for
these last days. RH April 14, 1896, par. 3

The agencies of Satan are at work to keep the minds of men engrossed with the things of this life,
in order that he may work counter to the mission and work of Christ. Of Satan, Christ declares he
“abode not in the truth.” Once Satan was in co-partnership with God, Jesus Christ, and the holy
angels. He was highly exalted in heaven, and was radiant in light and glory that came to him
from the Father and the Son; but he became disloyal, and lost his high and holy position as
covering cherub. He became the antagonist of God, an apostate, and was excluded from heaven.
He established his empire, and planted the standard of rebellion against the law of
Jehovah. [How? By claiming that he was interested in improving the divine government, by
claiming that God’s law is imposed and that angels were so holy they had no need for law and
that if one breaks the law, God really doesn’t give freedom, He kills, He punishes, He inflicts
death.] He invited all the powers of evil to rally about his standard, in order to form a desperate
companionship of evil to league against the God of heaven. He worked perseveringly and
determinedly to perpetuate his rebellion, and to cause men to turn from Bible truth, and to stand
under his banner. As soon as the Lord through Jesus Christ created our world, and placed
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, Satan announced his purpose to conform to his own
nature the father and mother of all humanity, and to unite them with his own ranks of
rebellion. [What is Satan’s purpose? To take human beings, created in the image of God to be
temples where God dwells, living beings who operate upon the living law of love and replace
God’s methods, principles, character with his own evil methods, principles and character.] He
was determined to efface the image of God from the human posterity, and to trace his own
image upon the soul in place of the divine image. He adopted methods of deception by which
to accomplish his purpose. He is called the father of lies, an accuser of God and of those who
maintain their allegiance to God, a murderer from the beginning. He put forth every power at his
command to win man to co-operate with him in apostasy, and succeeded in bringing rebellion
into our world. RH April 14, 1896, par. 4

Satan’s goal has been to take living temples, human beings, and reign in us to take
away our liberty, to make us satanic in motive, in character, to make us pawns and
puppets. He has used multiple strategies throughout history and God has been
acting throughout history to oppose Hm and keep open the avenue for the plan of
salvation.

Prior to the flood Satan not only worked to corrupt character, where humans
became violent all the time and hate filled and selfish, but Satan also worked to
corrupt the species through genetic and hybridized manipulation of the
physiology—designed to change our physical natures sufficiently that we would
be cut off from God and no longer be image bearers of our Creator but
animalistic. Consider this quote:



But if there was one sin above another which called for the
destruction of the race by the flood, it was the base crime of
amalgamation of man and beast which defaced the image of God, and
caused confusion everywhere. God purposed to destroy by a flood that
powerful, long-lived race that had corrupted their ways before him. He
would not suffer them to live out the days of their natural life, which
would be hundreds of years. It was only a few generations back when
Adam had access to that tree which was to prolong life. After his
disobedience he was not suffered to eat of the tree of life and perpetuate a
life of sin. In order for man to possess an endless life he must continue to
eat of the fruit of the tree of life. Deprived of that tree, his life would
gradually wear out. 3SG 64.1

Human beings, prior to the flood, closer to the tree of life, had a greater vitality
and could tolerate physiological amalgamations, but these were designed to make
humans more debased, more animalistic, less and less like our loving Creator.
God not only put all those people into the first death of sleep, but He changed the
nature of the planet, shortening human life and making us physiologically weaker
so that Satan could not as easily manipulate the human physiology through
hybridization or other genetic manipulation to create amalgamations. So, Satan
has been working through history to bring about another exploitation—not genetic
merely, but cybernetic hybridization, in which humans will seek to merge
themselves, not with animals, but with machines, with computers. This so-called
transhumanism movement is part of Satan’s end-time attack on humanity to
destroy the image of God in humankind. It is one way that the world before Christ
returns will be similar to the world before Noah—the image of God being erased
in humankind.

All the vast, complicated machinery of evil agencies is put into action in these last days.
Through generation after generation, from age to age, Satan has gathered human agencies
through whom to work out his diabolical purposes, and to bring about the enforcement of his
plans and devices in the earth. [Satan has been building his forces in human societies and
governments for generations to bring them together for one final integrated push to destroy the
image of God in people.] The great putrid fountain of evil has been continually flowing through
human society. Though unable to expel God from his throne, Satan has charged God with
satanic attributes,[one of Satan’s agencies are the false religions and false views of God taught
in the church] and has claimed the attributes of God as his own. He is a deceiver, and through his
serpentine sharpness, through his crooked practises, he has drawn to himself the homage which
man should have given to God, and has planted his satanic throne between human worshiper and
the divine Father. RH April 14, 1896, par. 5

But in man's behalf, Christ met the specious temptations of Satan, and left to man an
example as to how to overcome Satan in the conflict. [Christ came as a human and did for us
what we could not do and marks out the path that we must walk. We must see God as Jesus
revealed Him to be. We must reject the methods of this world, and embrace and practice the



methods of God.] He exhorts his followers, saying, “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world.” Satan has made masterly efforts to perpetuate sin. He arrayed all his civil agencies to
war against Jesus Christ in an active, desperate conflict, in order that he might bruise the heart of
infinite Love. [Satan uses the forces of human governments, his civil agencies. He is using them
today as never before. Look at the entire COVID response. These actions by human governments
are not being led by God, they are Satan’s agents in the world today] He seduced the people to
bow to idols, and thus gain supremacy over earthly kingdoms. [All the world is drunk on the
wine of Babylon—her false doctrines, the number one being God’s law is like human law,
imposed rules require imposed punishments. Thus all the world is deceived into believing
justice, righteousness, can be achieved through law and punishment. When we obey or practice
the methods of the world rather than the methods of God we bow down to the idols of this
world.] He considered that to be the god of this world was the next best thing to gaining
possession of the throne of God in heaven. In a large measure he has been successful in his
plans. When Jesus was on earth, Satan led the people to reject the Son of God, and to choose
Barabbas, who in character represented Satan, the god of this world. The Lord Jesus Christ came
to dispute the usurpation of Satan in the kingdoms of the world. The conflict is not yet ended;
and as we draw near the close of time, the battle waxes more intense. [And how did Jesus
battle Satan? And what are the weapons we are to use in this warfare?] As the second appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ draws near, satanic agencies are moved from beneath. Satan will not
only appear as a human being, but he will personate Jesus Christ; and the world who has
rejected the truth will receive him as the Lord of lords and King of kings. He will exercise
his power, and work upon the human imagination. He will corrupt both the minds and the
bodies of men, and will work through the children of disobedience, fascinating and charming, as
does a serpent. What a spectacle will the world be for heavenly intelligences! What a spectacle
for God, the Creator of the world, to behold! The form Satan assumed in Eden when leading
our first parents to transgress, was of a character to bewilder and confuse the mind. He will
work in as subtle a manner as we near the end of earth’s history. [Have you seen during the
last several years the messaging that confuses people’s thinking? Conflicting messages coming
out from the government and governmental agencies, don’t wear masks, wear masks, do this,
don’t do that, constantly change and inconsistent messaging that confuses? It is not accidental. It
is purposeful. We are in a spiritual war. Satan is using his agencies, which are the civil
governments, to bring the world together for his appearing as our savior. All those who respond
to fear, who embrace the methods of the world, who think it is righteous to use power over others
to coerce and compel, will accept Satan as their savior.] All his deceiving power will be brought
to bear upon human subjects, to complete the work of deluding the human family. So
deceptive will be his working, that men will do as they did in the days of Christ; and when
asked, Whom shall | release unto you, Christ or Barabbas? the almost universal cry will be,
Barabbas, Barabbas! And when the question is asked, “What will ye then that I shall do unto him
whom ye call the King of the Jews?” the cry again will be, “Crucify him!” Christ will be
represented in the person of those who accept the truth, and who identify their interest
with that of their Lord. The world will be enraged at them in the same way that they were
enraged at Christ, and the disciples of Christ will know that they are to be treated no better
than was their Lord. [Have we seen the world enraged at those who have chosen to honor God
with their bodies? These people who don’t want the jab haven’t injured anyone, they haven’t
harmed anyone. In fact, many of the frontline medical workers, nurses around the country, acted
like Jesus, they put themselves in harm’s way, risked their lives to help those with the first wave



of sickness, yet now are threatened with termination from their job, vilified as enemies—yet they
had harmed no one.] But Christ will surely identify his interest with that of those who accept him
as their personal Saviour. Every insult, every reproach, every false accusation made against
them by those who have turned their ears away from the truth and are turned unto fables,
will be charged upon the guilty ones as done to Christ in the person of his saints. RH April
14, 1896, par. 6 [As you have done it unto the least of these you have done it unto me...We
decide, in how we treat others, what law—God’s or Satan’s—that we embrace and internalize;
thus we decide whose subject we are, whose character we form by how we treat others. If you
have been part of the coercive COVID response. It is not too late—repent and ask God to take
away the fear and fill you with love and live out the methods of truth, love and liberty in how
you treat others.]

Those who love and keep the commandments of God are most obnoxious to the synagogue
of Satan, and the powers of evil will manifest their hatred toward them to the fullest extent
possible. [What is the synagogue of Satan? It is the counterfeit to the temple of God, it is the
people in whom Satan’s image is reproduced. And they hate those who love God and God’s law
of truth, love and liberty. Those who won’t coerce others. Those who want to leave others free.]
John foresaw the conflict between the remnant church and the power of evil, and said, “The
dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” The forces of
darkness will unite with human agents who have given themselves into the control of Satan,
and the same scenes that were exhibited at the trial, rejection, and crucifixion of Christ will
be revived. Through yielding to satanic influences, men will be transformed into fiends;
and those who were created in the image of God, who were formed to honor and glorify
their Creator, will become the habitation of dragons, and Satan will see in an apostate race
his masterpiece of evil,—men who reflect his own image. RH April 14, 1896, par. 7 [Are we
seeing this happening right now like never before?]

Men were imbued with a satanic spirit at the time when they decided that they would have
Barabbas, a thief and murderer, in preference to the Son of God. The demoniac power
triumphed over humanity; legions of evil angels took entire control of men, and in answer to
Pilate's question as to whom he should release unto them, they shrieked out, “Away with this
man, and release unto us Barabbas.” When Pilate spoke again to them concerning Jesus, the
hoarse cry was raised, “Crucify him, crucify him.” Through yielding to demoniac agencies,
men were led to take their stand on the side of the great apostate. Unfallen worlds looked
upon the scene with amazement, unable to comprehend the degradation that sin had wrought.
Legions of evil angels controlled the priests and rulers, and gave voice to the suggestions of
Satan in persuading and tempting the people by falsehoods and bribes to reject the Son of
God, and to choose a robber and murderer in his stead. [And legions of evil angels will
control the religious and civil powers of the beast of Revelation to persecute the people of God.
We are seeing this happening now!] They appealed to the very worst passions of the
unregenerate heart, and stirred up the worst elements of human nature by the most unjust
accusations and representations. [Do we see unjust accusations and representations? Like we
are in a pandemic of the unvaccinated when the safest people in society are the unvaccinated
COVID recovered?] What a scene was this for God to look upon, for seraphim and cherubim to
behold! The only begotten Son of God, the Majesty of heaven, the King of glory, was mocked,



insulted, taunted, rejected, and crucified by those whom he came to save, who had given
themselves to the control of Satan. RH April 14, 1896, par. 8 [And those who love God and want
to live out God’s principles in their lives and are the conduits of God’s saving love to others are
today being treated just like Jesus was treated, mocked, insulted, taunted, rejected and crucified]

Christ said, “If they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?” “They shall
deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogue ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought
before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them.... Now the brother shall betray
the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up against their parents, and
shall cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” “And this gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” The
agencies of Satan are having their last chance to develop before the world, before angels
and men, the true principles of their attributes. The people of God are now to stand as
representatives of the attributes of the Father and the Son. [Every human being will decide
whose character they embrace and whose law they live out in how we treat others. And we stand
as representatives of the Father and Son in living out the principles of God, truth, love and
freedom!] “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this,
that if the goodman of the house had known what watch the thief would come, he would have
watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready:
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. Who then is a faithful and wise
servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?
Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you,
That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.” RH April 14, 1896, par. 9 [How many have
failed to see Satan’s attack through the guise of COVID restrictions? How many have gone along
with the beast in coercing others because they have believed the lie it is right to do so to stop a
virus from being spread by those who never spread the virus?]



