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Preface

Have you ever heard about the alpha and omega deception?

Maybe you are new to the concept and are wondering why it matters.
Or maybe you've heard various ideas about it already and are wondering
why you need to consider yet another one.

| believe that understanding the mystery of the alpha and omega is
about getting to the bottom of the most important question every human
being must answer for themselves: What is God really like?

The answer to that question shapes everything else—how we
understand salvation, worship, judgment, sin, righteousness, prayer,
health, relationships, and our own identity. Every false religion, every false
doctrine, and every destructive system ultimately springs from a distortion
of God’s character and methods.

But every healing truth helps us see and experience Him more clearly.

The Bible reveals that a war began in heaven before the creation of
our world. This was not a war fought with physical weapons. It was a war
over truth. It was a war over God’s character and the principles upon which
He runs His universe.

Satan alleged that God could not be trusted. He insinuated that God'’s
law was restrictive, arbitrary, and imposed. He suggested that created beings
would be happier if they operated independently from God rather than in
harmony with Him. Ever since Adam believed and acted on that deception,
every human being has been born into a world infected by those lies.

The eternal gospel is God’s answer—His solution, His remedy, His gift.

But the eternal gospel is not merely information about what God has
done. It is also the good news about who He is. It is the truth that God is
love, that He is our Creator, that His laws are the laws upon which life itself
is built, and that His methods are always consistent with truth, love, liberty,
and reality.

This message is not new. It has been true since eternity past and
will remain true throughout eternity future. It was the message God
revealed in Eden. It was the message Christ revealed during His earthly



ministry. It is the message contained in the prophetic three angels’
messages of Revelation 14.

And it is the message that must go to the entire world before Christ
will return.

| believe that the church of my youth, the Seventh-day Adventist
movement, was raised up by God to proclaim this final message of mercy.
Her pioneers understood that the call to worship God as Creator was not
merely a call to acknowledge that He made the world. It was also a call to
understand that reality itself operates according to the laws established by
the Creator. They recognized that God’s laws are not like human laws. They
are not imposed rules requiring external enforcement. They are the design
laws upon which life, health, love, and happiness depend.

As you'll see, this understanding transformed their view of health,
education, salvation, and Christian living.

Yet history reveals a tragic reality. Truth can be resisted even by
those called to proclaim it. Organizations can become more attached to
tradition than to advancing light. Religious institutions can begin to defend
positions rather than pursue truth. The very people entrusted with a
message from God can lose sight of the message itself.

This brief magazine examines that history.

It explores the connection between the eternal gospel, the Adventist
understanding of God as Creator, the 1888 message of righteousness by
faith, the alpha and omega of apostasy, and the present condition of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. It presents evidence that the omega of
apostasy is not a future event awaiting fulfillment, but a deception already
at work within Christianity.

The issue is not ultimately about institutions, policies, or
denominational structures. It is about worshiping and beholding:

«  Will we worship God as He truly is, or will we worship a distorted
version of Him created by human tradition and its fallen, selfish
imagination?

«  Will we embrace the truth that God’s kingdom operates on the
principles of truth, love, and freedom, or will we continue to project
onto Him the methods of this world—fear, coercion, punishment,
and force?

I do not ask you to accept my conclusions because | have written
them. | ask only that you examine the evidence prayerfully and honestly.
Test everything by Scripture. Consider the historical record. Compare
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every claim with the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, for He is the perfect
revelation of the Father.

If God is truly as good as Jesus revealed Him to be, then the gospel is
better than most people have imagined. If God’s laws are truly the laws upon
which life itself operates, then salvation is not some fantasy legal transaction;
it is the restoration of humanity to harmony with God and reality.

And if the final conflict centers upon worshiping God as Creator, then
understanding His character and methods is not optional; it is essential.

My prayer is that this short magazine will help remove the obstacles
that hinder your trust in God, expose lies that distort His character, and
encourage you to draw closer to Jesus Christ, the perfect expression of our
perfect Father.

Timothy R. Jennings, M.D.
President, Come and Reason Ministries



PART ONE

The Message That Matters

here has always been tension between God’s gospel messengers and
the enemy of truth; between those advancing heavenly light and
those who seek to control, manage, and guide it for their own ends; between
those following God and those following those who claim to be led by Him.
But the message itself is God’s message—not the message of any
organization or institution. God’s message cannot be managed, guided,
or controlled by earthly systems. And it is His eternal gospel message that
matters, not the systems that spread it or the systems that try to control it.
The great Reformer Martin Luther (1483-1546) faced this tension
between pursuing truth and conforming to one institution’s interpretations.
Luther held that the true church
is “the daughter of the Word, not
the mother of the Word,” and he
famously added that if he were
the only person in the world still
holding to the Word, he alone
would be the church. Thus, Luther
urged, “Let him who wants a true
church cling to the Word by which
everything is upheld.”
For Luther, the eternal gospel
creates and authenticates the
church—not the reverse.
The beloved theologian A.W.
Tozer (1897-1963) likewise drew
a hard line between living faith and mere organization: “One hundred
religious persons knit into a unity by careful organization do not constitute
a church any more than eleven dead men make a football team.” He added

1 https://discover.hubpages.com/religion-philosophy/Martin-Luther-Quotes;
https://www.azquotes.com/author/9142-Martin_Luther/tag/church



that “an organization and a name do not make a church. ... The first
requisite is life, always.”

What is the message of God? It is the eternal gospel, the eternal
good news about Him that has always been true and will always be true.
And it is this good news about God that is to go to the entire world, for the
purpose of preparing it for Christ’s return. It is the same message that all of
God’s people throughout history have been taking to the world.

Because the eternal
gospel is the power of God unto
salvation (Romans 1:16), God is
constantly working to advance
His kingdom of truth and love,
even when the people He has
called to be His agents refuse to
follow Him further. When one
organization or group closes
itself to the advancing gospel,

God brings others to His cause—
because the message is His
message; the gospel is His gospel.
It is not owned or controlled by
any organization.

Two thousand years ago, when the organization God ordained
to carry the knowledge of Him to the world rejected His message and
crucified His Messenger, God brought those from outside that organization
to His cause. They accepted the truth, joined with some from the original
organization, and together they took that message to the world—but
without the original organization’s approval, endorsement, or support.

In fact, that very system—which had been called by God to be the
light to the world—instead warred against the advancing truth.

We see this process repeating throughout Christian history (the Dark
Ages, the Reformation) and in our lives today. When one organization or
group, blessed by God with advancing light, closes its heart, mind, and
resources and stops moving forward with that truth—and instead works
against it, seeking to silence and purge those who carry it forward—God
raises up others whose hearts love truth and who will invest themselves in
sharing it.

2 https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/104214-one-hundred-religious-persons-knit-into-a-unity-by-
careful; https://faithunlocked.wordpress.com/2017/03/05/quotes-on-church-unity/



PART TWO

The Eternal Gospel and the Call

to Worship God as Creator

he founders of the Seventh-day Adventist Church understood this

process and viewed themselves as part of the long history of God'’s
faithful people—bearers of His truth and love called to evangelize the
world. They saw themselves summoned by God to carry the eternal gospel
to the nations, with the special emphasis of the nearness of Christ’s return,
in order to finish the work and hasten the day of the Lord’s appearing
(Matthew 24:14; 2 Peter 3:12).

They saw this special mission depicted in the message of the three
angels of Revelation 14:

Then | saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal
gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation,
tribe, language and people. He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and
give him glory, because the hour of his judgment

has come. Worship him who made the heavens,
the earth, the sea and the
springs of water” (vv. 6-7,
emphasis mine).




These gospel-minded followers of Christ
understood the eternal gospel as the eternal good
news about God Himself. They saw the war that
Satan initiated in heaven (Revelation 12:7) as
a war of words, for Satan is the father of lies
(John 8:44) whose deceptions center upon God
and His character. His intent is to replace in the
hearts and minds of people the truth about God
with distortions that cause them to either
reject Him entirely—or to worship a false
version of Him. The pioneers understood:

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world
does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.
On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.
We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought
to make it obedient to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:3-5, emphasis mine).

They understood that the eternal gospel is the eternal good news
about God and that this message must go to the world to win people back
to trust in our Creator. These early Adventists emphasized that it is this
focus, the truth about God, that is central to the last message of mercy to
go to the world:

It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that is enshrouding
the world. Men are losing their knowledge of His character. It

has been misunderstood and misinterpreted. ... The last rays of
merciful light, the last message of mercy to be given to the world,
is the revelation of His character of love” (Christ’s Object Lessons, p.
415, emphasis mine).

-\But these gospel messengers identified an essential truth within the
! gé§.qf the three angels of Revelation 14 that must be included when
nting the eternal gospel for it to be effective:
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who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of
water” (emphasis mine).

They specifically noted that the eternal gospel focuses upon the call
to worship God as Creator:

In the first angel’s message people are called upon to worship
God, our Creator, who made the world and all things that are
therein. ... The message proclaimed by the angel flying in the midst
of heaven is the everlasting gospel, the same gospel that was
declared in Eden when God said to the serpent, “l will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed”
(Christ Triumphant, p. 338, emphasis mine).

The call to worship God as Creator
is explicitly the call to recognize that as
Creator of reality, His laws are eternal,
immutable, and unchangeable, and
they are the conditions built into life for
perfect order, harmony, and health.

In other words, the eternal gospel—
the good news that has always been true
and will always be true—is that God is
Creator, and His laws are the design laws
upon which abundant life, health, and happiness are made possible.

Therefore, God's laws are not imposed rules like creatures make, and
His government is not like the systems of this sinful world. As Jesus said,
“My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36).

This special end-time message is a call away from viewing God as a
being who functions like Satan and fallen humanity.

It is a call to realize that God, as Creator, built and sustains all reality
by His Word of truth and love. His laws are the laws by which life exists and
operates, like the laws of physics, gravity, health, and the moral laws of love,
truth, worship, and freedom. As Jesus said, all His laws hang upon love for
God and others (Matthew 22:37-40). And such love cannot be achieved
by legislation, might, or power (Zechariah 4:6). It is only achieved through
truth and love freely chosen.

Thus, the eternal gospel is this: God is truth, God is love, God is
trustworthy, God is the source of life and good, and God is not the
source of sin, pain, suffering, or death.



PART THREE

Returning to Creator Worship

hese Adventist founders, worshiping God as Creator, turned away

from the Dark Ages god whose laws are made-up rules that require
enforcement through punishment—a belief that led to the Inquisition and
burning people at the stake—and instead, they taught reality:

Every organ has its function, and our Creator has pledged Himself
to keep our organs in a healthful condition if we will obey the laws
implanted in our nature. ... Man is fearfully and wonderfully made;
for Jehovah has inscribed His law by His own mighty hand on
every part of the physical structure. Many are sick who might be
well if they would but cooperate with God, surrendering soul, body,

and spirit to His control. For in order to have health, we must keep
ourselves in harmony with God’s law. To have clean hands and a
pure heart is to have peace and contentment of mind, and this is
conducive to health (Manuscript Release #16, p. 60, emphasis mine).
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There are great laws that govern the world of nature, and spiritual
things are controlled by principles equally certain (Testimonies to
the Church, vol. 9, p. 221, emphasis mine).

The same law [succeeds] in the spiritual as in the natural world.
He who abides in darkness will at last lose the power of vision. He is
shut in by a deeper than midnight blackness; and to him the brightest
noontide can bring no light. ... Through persistently cherishing
evil, willfully disregarding the pleadings of divine love, the sinner
loses the love for good, the desire for God, the very capacity to
receive the light of heaven. The invitation of mercy is still full of love,
the light is shining as brightly as when it first dawned upon his soul;
but the voice falls on deaf ears, the light on blinded eyes (Thoughts
from the Mount of Blessings, p. 92, emphasis mine).?

The same power that upholds nature, is working also in man. The same
great laws that guide alike the star and the atom control human life.
The laws that govern the heart’s action, regulating the flow of the
current of life to the body, are the laws of the mighty Intelligence
that has the jurisdiction of the soul. From Him all life proceeds.
Only in harmony with Him can be found its true sphere of action.
For all the objects of His creation the condition is the same—a life
sustained by receiving the life of God, a life exercised in harmony
with the Creator’s will. To transgress His law, physical, mental, or
moral, is to place one’s self out of harmony with the universe, to
introduce discord, anarchy, ruin (Education, p. 99, emphasis mine).

3 Ihave replaced the original word “obtains” with “succeeds.” When this statement was written, “obtain”
meant, “attains, succeeds, prevails, or wins."The author is describing that the laws that govern the spiritual
world are of the same order as those that govern the natural world: design laws, laws reality is built upon.



The transgression of the physical law is the transgression of God’s
law. Our Creator is Jesus Christ. He is the Author of our being. He has
created the human structure. He is the Author of physical laws as He
is the Author of the moral law. And the human being who is careless
and reckless of the habits and practices that concern his physical life
and health sins against God (Kress Collection 46, emphasis mine).

Men and women cannot violate natural law by indulging
depraved appetite and lustful passions, and not violate the law
of God. Therefore He has permitted the light of health reform to
shine upon us, that we may see our sin in violating the laws which
He has established in our being. All our enjoyment or suffering
may be traced to obedience or transgression of natural law. Our
gracious heavenly Father sees the deplorable condition of men who,




some knowingly but many ignorantly, are living in violation of the
laws that He has established. And in love and pity to the race, He
causes the light to shine upon health reform. He publishes His

law and the penalty that will follow the transgression of it, that

all may learn and be careful to live in harmony with natural law. He
proclaims His law so distinctly and makes it so prominent that it is
like a city set on a hill. All accountable beings can understand it if they
will. ... To make plain natural law, and urge the obedience of it, is
the work that accompanies the third angel’s message to prepare
a people for the coming of the Lord (Testimonies for the Church, vol.
3, p. 161, emphasis mine).

As these gospel workers turned from worshiping God as a supreme
dictator to worshiping Him as Creator, their understanding of God, sin,
and salvation shifted from a legal framework to a reality-based (design-
law) framework of healing and the restoration of righteousness within
human beings.




PART FOUR

The Purpose of the

Health Message

nderstanding God as Creator and recognizing His laws as design

laws—the laws built into the operations of life itself—led these early
Adventist gospel messengers to embrace what came to be known as the
“health message.”

They began teaching that as stewards of God, we have the responsibility
to live, as far as possible, in harmony with the laws of physical health. For one
cannot have health while violating the laws of health—but conversely, one
cannot avoid the healing that results from harmonizing with them.

As they advanced this message, the Adventist Church grew and
developed one of the largest and most well-respected healthcare systems
in the world. Why? Because the
foundational principle upon which
it was built was truth—seeking to
understand God’s design laws for
life and apply them to people.

But the true purpose of the
health message was never simply
to help people live longer. It was a
message intended to connect hearts
and minds to God, to reality, to teach
how God'’s laws actually function
so that people could break out of the Dark Ages system of imposed-law
thinking about salvation. Thus, they emphasized the inseparable connection
between the health message and the eternal gospel:

The right hand is used to open doors through which the body
may find entrance. This is the part the medical missionary work
is to act. It is to largely prepare the way for the reception of the
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truth for this time (Medical Ministry, p. 238,
emphasis mine).

No line is to be drawn between the genuine
medical missionary work and the gospel
ministry. These two must blend. They are

not to stand apart as separate lines of work.
They are to be joined in an inseparable
union, even as the hand is joined to the body
(15LtMs, Lt 102, 1900, emphasis mine).

Medical missionary work is the right hand of the gospel. It is
necessary to the advancement of the cause of God. As through it men
and women are led to see the importance of right habits of living,
the saving power of the truth will be made known. Every city is to
be entered by workers trained to do medical missionary work. As the
right hand of the third angel’s message (Testimonies for the Church,
vol. 7, p. 59, emphasis mine).

These early Adventists understood that the special message of the
three angels was given specifically to call people back to worship God as
Creator with reality-based evidence of God’s laws of health at the forefront.
The health message was meant to teach spiritual reality.

As we understand the laws of health and recognize that violations of
them cause suffering, disease, and death, our minds are to realize that this
is exactly how sin works. Sin is the breaking of God'’s laws, which are the
laws of life, and it causes pain, suffering, and death on its own. It does not
require God to use His power to inflict arbitrary punishment. In fact, God is
using His power to heal and save!

When we understand reality like this, we realize why the Bible
describes God’s law as the law that gives liberty (James 1:25). It gives liberty
because God’s laws give life, vibrancy, vitality. However, when we violate
God'’s laws, we enfeeble ourselves and become less free, less capable of
living life to the fullest. Imposed law does not give liberty; imposed law
always restrains and restricts. Only design law opens life to greater freedom.

This was the special message given to the Adventist Church: God
is our Creator, Savior, and heavenly Physician who has provided in Jesus
the only remedy to our terminal sin condition. But tragically, in 1888, its
leadership rejected design law and divorced the health message from the
gospel message, a division that has persisted and deepened ever since.



PART FIVE

The 1888 Tragedy

A s the health message was advancing through the Adventist Church
in the 1860s and 1870s, opening minds to worshiping God as Creator
and leading away from the false views of Him as a creature and dictator—a
being from whom we must be protected lest He harm us—two young men
applied these truths to the plan of salvation.

At the 1888 Seventh-day Adventist General Conference, A.T. Jones
and E.J. Waggoner, M.D., presented the design-law reality of God’s plan of
salvation and righteousness by faith. They rightly taught that God’s laws are
not imperial, are not imposed rules like creatures make, and therefore, they
taught that the Ten Commandments were added after sin as a God-directed
aid, a helpful tool, for sinners to diagnose what is wrong and as a hedge of
protection to lead sinners to Christ for real healing. They taught that real
righteousness happens within the hearts and minds of believers and is not
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a penal/legal declaration stamped in books in some heavenly court system
(2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 8:10).

But sadly, the majority of church leadership rejected this truth and
embraced the lie that the Ten Commandments are eternally imposed rules
that God enforces through inflicted punishment. However, Ellen G. White,
one of the church’s founders and leaders, did not reject the message. Let’s
look at how she documented the events of the 1888 General Conference:

An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to accept
this truth [that the Ten Commandments were added and God'’s

laws are not imposed] lay at the foundation of a large share of the
opposition manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s message
through Brethren [E.J.] Waggoner and [A.T.] Jones. By exciting that
opposition Satan succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a
great measure, the special power of the Holy Spirit that God longed
to impart to them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining that
efficiency which might have been theirs in carrying the truth to the
world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The
light that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was resisted,
and by the action of our own brethren has been in a great degree kept
away from the world (Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 234, emphasis mine).

And the church leadership, despite repeated warnings from Ellen White,
divorced the health message from the eternal gospel message.

It was in this setting, in the first decade of the 20th century, that
J. Harvey Kellogg, the lead physician at the church’s flagship health institute
at Battle Creek, Michigan, began advancing the alpha of apostasy.
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PART SIX

The Alpha and Omega of Apostasy

little more than one hundred years ago (1904-1907), the Seventh-day
Adventist Church faced a crisis that came to be known as the alpha of
apostasy. Ellen White sounded the alarm:

In the book Living Temple there is presented the alpha of deadly
heresies. The omega will follow, and will be received by those who
are not willing to heed the warning God

has given (Selected Messages, vol. 1,

p. 200, emphasis mine).

The alpha was well identified as
pantheism, which was brought into
the church through Kellogg's book The
Living Temple. But the omega, which
“will be received,” was never specifically
demarcated; therefore, it has led to
much speculation.

The terms alpha and omega are the first and last letters of the Greek
alphabet and are sometimes used to represent the beginning and the
end of a thing, as Jesus is described in Revelation:“l am the Alpha and the
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End” (22:12-13).

In regard to creation and salvation, Jesus is the first and last.

But in regard to sin and evil, Satan is the first and last. Thus, this
terminology represents his beginning (alpha) deception and his ending
(omega) deception in the war against heaven.

The warning of the alpha in 1904 was not saying that Satan was
just then opening his warfare against God’s kingdom, but that Kellogg’s
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deception was the same deception Satan used in his opening warfare in
heaven. And the warning of the omega is the symbolic way of saying that
what was yet to come would be Satan’s final deception upon the world and
the church.

The alpha of apostasy was the pantheistic teaching that God is in
nature and nature is God; thus, all of us are part of God. Kellogg confused
the truth that God is Creator and Sustainer of all reality with the lie that all
reality is God.

The effect of this teaching, when accepted, destroys the truth of
God as a personal being—the reality that God has His own identity and
personhood and would, therefore, sever the appropriate connection,
attitude, and relationship that an intelligent created being is designed by
God to have with their Creator.

If God is not a person with His own identity but some impersonal
force pervading all of nature, then we have no one to answer to other
than the supposed “god” living inside each of us.
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Few can discern the result of entertaining the sophistries advocated
by some at this time. But the Lord has lifted the curtain, and has
shown me the result that would follow. The spiritualistic theories
regarding the personality of God, followed to their logical
conclusion, sweep away the whole Christian economy (Selected
Messages, vol. 1, p. 203, emphasis mine).

This pantheistic teaching
is the repackaging of Satan’s
opening deception of his war
in heaven; it is the dethroning

. b D of God from His position of
o e\ = - supreme worship and adoration

/% Sl in the heart and mind, and
L/ oSN placing the adoration of self
STy where God should be.
F In heaven, Lucifer became
& & ' o self-focused, full of pride, and
y A5 Ji. W turned his heart, affections,
P 4 A %~ & loyalty, and devotion away from
vy / God and to self.

Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you
corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor (Ezekiel 28:17).

How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How
you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! For
you have said in your heart: “l will ascend into heaven, | will exalt
my throne above the stars of God; | will also sit on the mount of the
congregation on the farthest sides of the north; | will ascend above
the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High” (Isaiah
14:12-14 NKJV, emphasis mine).

Pantheism does the same thing; it dethrones God as supreme in our

hearts and minds and introduces the lie that we are all our own god, for we
are all part of God.

Along with the attempt to undermine the personality of God,

Kellogg's pantheistic teaching sought to do what all deviations from
God'’s design of truth and love lead to: exalt self by seeking to take control
of what is not, in reality, theirs.
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Satan sought to take Christ’s throne, the worship of God, and the
rulership of God’s government. Similarly, Kellogg and his colleagues sought
to take control of the Adventist Church organization from the properly
constituted leaders.

The alpha of
apostasy was the lie
of pantheism, the
undermining of the
personhood of God,
thereby undermining
the special message
of the three angels
of Revelation 14,
which is returning
to worship God as
Creator and giving
Him glory by having
His image restored within us. The alpha, if accepted, would turn the heart
and mind to self and exalt self as one’s final authority, which unavoidably
causes people to become image bearers of God’s enemy.

In her five-volume Conflict of the Ages commentary, Ellen White
describes Satan’s alpha of deception when he first rebelled in heaven,
noting the same underlying philosophy of pantheism, that angels can be
their own gods, can have their own standards, their own source of holiness
from within, thereby dethroning God as supreme in their hearts and minds:

He [Lucifer] began to insinuate doubts concerning the laws that
governed heavenly beings, intimating that though laws might be
necessary for the inhabitants of the worlds, angels, being more
exalted, needed no such restraint, for their own wisdom was a
sufficient guide. They were not beings that could bring dishonor
to God; all their thoughts were holy; it was no more possible for
them than for God Himself to err (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 37).

This is the alphal The creature convinces itself that it can be its own
god, its own standard, its own source of wisdom. It is the dethroning of
God from the supreme place of worship and adoration in the heart and
mind, replacing it with adoration of self.

Thankfully, the Adventist Church identified and rejected this deception.



But Ellen White warned that the omega deception would follow and
would be received by those unwilling to heed God'’s warning.

Lies and delusional beliefs about reality do not change reality. No
matter how many lies Lucifer tells himself and others, he has always been
and will always be a creature and can never be God. Thus, when reality
confronted Lucifer’s self-deception—when Jesus was worshiped as God
because He is by nature God (Philippians 2:6)—rather than embracing
truth, humbling himself, and repenting, Lucifer launched his omega
deception: that God makes up rules and enforces them, restricting
freedom; that God'’s law functions like that of a creature, and therefore
God is no better than a creature.

If Lucifer cannot get people to believe the lie that we are our own
god, then he counters with his omega, which, if accepted, causes people to
believe that God functions no differently than a creature. Both lies function
to dethrone God as Creator and replace in the hearts of people the worship
of the Creator with that of a creature.

« The alpha heresy puts a creature (self) in charge.

« The omega heresy instills a god into the heart that functions no
differently than a creature, other than in quantity of power.

Satan does this by claiming God governs like a creature, making up
rules and enforcing those rules with inflicted punishments. In heaven,
Lucifer’s alpha denied the divine nature of Christ and asserted that he could
be his own god, but when reality exposed his lie, he countered with his
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omega, asserting that Christ is artificially exalted as a ruler who imposes
laws and rules and inflicts punishments.
Ellen White describes this second deception:

The exaltation of the Son of God as equal with the Father was
represented as an injustice to Lucifer, who, it was claimed, was also
entitled to reverence and honor. If this prince of angels could but
attain to his true, exalted position, great good would accrue to the
entire host of heaven; for it was his object to secure freedom for all.
But now even the liberty which they had hitherto enjoyed was at
an end; for an absolute Ruler had been appointed them, and to
His authority all must pay homage. Such were the subtle deceptions
that through the wiles of Lucifer were fast obtaining in the heavenly
courts (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 37, emphasis mine).

Christ Jesus is, by very nature, God (Philippians 2:5-6), yet Lucifer
alleges that Christ is exalted! Lucifer is asserting that Christ doesn’t
already possess equality with God; thus, he insinuates that the Father
made up a rule and installed Jesus as a ruler—an artificial elevation—Ilike
a creature. Lucifer continues to advance his delusion that he is equal to

God and should be worshiped as God
is worshiped. This is not reality; it is
fantasy, for he is a creature.

And as a creature, Satan
attempts his advancement
through the means of a
creature—assertion, claim, and

artificial (not based in reality)
authority. He falsely claimed
this was to gain freedom, and
if it was not granted, then the
freedom of angels would be
restricted and an “absolute Ruler”
would be placed over them,
someone who uses external law
and law-enforcement upon them,
thus further restricting freedom. In
this way, Lucifer projects his own
corrupt character, methods, and
nature onto God.




Thus, Lucifer argues with two
opposing positions. He opens with his
alpha—that creatures can be their own
god—but when reality refutes this lie,
he counters with his omega: that God is
functionally no different from a creature,
governing by imposed rules enforced
through inflicted punishments.

This alpha and omega deception
pattern is as follows:

ALPHA: Pride leading to
rejecting God as supreme and
elevating self as supreme.

OMEGA: Denial and projection

of one’s own corruption onto

God, with the claim that God functions like a creature—using
imposed law, power, might, force, and coercion to control.

Both deceptions, alpha and omega, replace the worship of the
Creator God with a creature.

The Pattern Seen in Biblical History

The Serpent’s Lie in Eden (Genesis 3:1-6)

«  ALPHA: “You will be like God, knowing good and evil”You will be your
own god, no longer submitted to the Creator as the source of truth.

« OMEGA: "Did God really say...?”"You will not surely die, ... God
knows ... you will become like Him.” God is withholding something
good, and sin is not inherently harmful; therefore, God is not safe to
trust because He makes up rules and will punish you if you disobey.

Cain (Genesis 4)

«  ALPHA: Cain rejects God as the source of truth and inserts self.
Reality exposes his false position when Abel’s sacrifice is accepted
while his is not.
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«  OMEGA: Cain responds with
coercive force, killing Abel,
and then projects his method
upon God and says, “My
punishment is more than
| can bear” (Genesis 4:13).

Note the pattern: Truth is
rejected; the distortions, delusions,
and corruption in the individual
grow stronger, and the natural
consequences of one’s own
actions are twisted into the lie that
punishment is imposed by God.

« ALPHA: Satan claims to be the god of the earth (alpha) and that
humans only follow God for benefits (God’s power to reward or
punish—omega).

«  OMEGA: Satan brings harm, but God gets blamed: “the fire of God
fell” (Job 1:16); and Job's friends promote the omega theology that
his suffering is punishment inflicted by God for sin.

«  ALPHA: The Hebrews have just left
Egypt, a system that denies God and has
replaced Him with many gods of their
own devising. Their hearts and minds
are already infected with the alpha as
they approach Sinai, and they make for
themselves a golden calf to worship
instead of God.

+  OMEGA: God has already revealed
Himself as their deliverer, already led
them from slavery, protected them from
Pharaoh’s army, provided manna and
water for them, yet the people respond to
God’s presence by saying, “Do not let God



speak to us or we will die” When God wants to come close and unite
directly with them as He did with Moses, they project onto God the
lie that He is the source of punishment and will kill them, and they
request mediation—someone to hide and protect them from Him.

ALPHA: The Hebrews have recurrences of replacing God with
their own wisdom or the gods of Egypt, longing for the fleshpots
of Egypt (Numbers 11:4-6); afterward, they rebel, saying, “Let us
choose a leader and go back to Egypt” (Numbers 14:1-4), the alpha
lie that they can fashion their own gods.

OMEGA: “Why [has the LORD] brought us up out of Egypt to die?”
(21:5). The reality was God was delivering them, but their false
perception was the omega: “God is harming us.”

ALPHA: The Hebrews rejected
God as king and replaced Him
with a human, self.

OMEGA: God set them free to

have, and then reap, what they

chose, but they interpreted it

as God inflicting punishment.

In warning them what would

happen if they chose human

kings, God's prophet, Samuel,

said, “You will cry out in that

day because of your king, ...

and the LORD will not answer

you in that day” (1 Samuel 8:18

NKJV). But instead of accepting

the truth that they did this to

themselves, they embraced the omega and accused God of being
the source of their problem:“Why, O LORD, do you make us wander
from your ways and harden our hearts so we do not revere you?”
(Isaiah 63:17).“Disaster has come from the LORD, even to the gate
of Jerusalem” (Micah 1:12).
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The Israelites oscillate between the alpha and omega deceptions:

30

ALPHA: Repeated idolatry.

OMEGA: Worship a law-imposing god who is the source of death
inflicted as “justice,” leading to a penal/legal religion at the time

Jesus consistently revealed
that God is not coercive, but is
trustworthy love, the source of

ALPHA: The alpha is effectively
rejected by this time. God the Creator
exists, but they embrace the omega.

OMEGA: Pharisees claim to worship
God, but the god they worship
operates by imposed rules, control,
and coercion; when Jesus reveals
God’s true kingdom of truth, love, and
liberty, they criticize, reject, and crucify
Jesus as a lawbreaker—all the while
claiming to be children of God and
obedient to Him.

JESUS OPPOSES ALPHA: “Apart from me you can do nothing”
(John 15:5). We cannot be God.

JESUS OPPOSES OMEGA: “Anyone who has seen me has seen
the Father” (John 14:9). God is exactly like Jesus, and Jesus never
used power to punish,

only to heal and save.

And when the disciples

wanted to use power to

punish, Jesus rebuked

them (Luke 9:54-56).



truth, who gives us real freedom. All of Jesus’ parables are descriptions of
design law!

ALPHA: The Jewish leaders
continue to reject alpha, that
they can be God, but they
embrace omega.

OMEGA: They deny that God
is like Jesus, which is a denial
of truth and a preference for
the omega version of a god
like them: “We have no king
but Caesar” (John 19:15). They
claim to be in service of God,
but having rejected truth,
they internalize imposed law
and law-enforcement and
use external power to coerce,
force, and kill—crucifying
Christ—all the while claiming
to be worshiping God. They
project their evil upon Christ
and embrace the omega

of deception as the god

they prefer.

God is the Creator whose laws govern the operations of reality (design
laws); thus, God’s divine nature is seen in what He has made, so people are
without excuse (Romans 1:20). But people choose the alpha:

ALPHA: They “suppressed the truth,"“exchanged the truth for a lie,”
rejecting the knowledge of God and preferring images/idols made
with their own hands. Paul describes the reality that God’s wrath

is Him letting them go to reap what they have chosen (vv. 24, 26,
28), and they suffered all the damaging, painful, destructive, and
unavoidable results that occur when one breaks the laws of health,
the laws God has built into the operation of our being.
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While the modern Christian church has rejected the alpha, it has embraced
the omega in this age:

«  OMEGA: God's wrath is His using power to inflict punishment for
rule-breaking.

Romans 1 is specific and clear: God is not imposing arbitrary external
punishments; He allows reality to run its course, setting people free to reap
what they have chosen. But the omega of deception teaches a false god
who uses power to inflict pain for so-called justice’s sake.

The book of Revelation describes in detail Satan’s final deception that
overtakes the world before Christ’s return, which is the omega:

« OMEGA: The beast system,
which is Satan’s impersonation
of Christ, and the beastly
worshipers, those who claim to
be worshipers of God but who
use imposed law and coercive
power to enforce worship.

The pattern and evidence
of history clearly demonstrate the
recurring deceptions oscillating from
the alpha of apostasy (the denial of
God in some fashion, which makes self
one’s own god) to the omega (the lie
that God functions like a creature using
imposed law and external power to
coerce and force His way).

Both deceptions, alpha and
omega, replace the worship of the
Creator God with a creature.




PART SEVEN

The Rejection of Advancing Light

he special message of the three angels that the Adventist Church has

embraced to take to the world is a call to return to worshiping God as
Creator in reality and in truth.

If the alpha had been accepted, it
would have destroyed that message
and made each person their own
god. Thankfully, it was exposed
and rejected, but Ellen White
warned that the omega
would eventually follow and
“[would] be received by
those who are not willing to
heed the warning God has
given” (Selected Messages,
vol. 1, p. 200, emphasis mine).

The roots for the
acceptance of the omega were
planted with the rejection of the
1888 message, that God’s laws are
design laws. The insistence by leadership
that God’s moral laws are imposed rules like those a creature makes, and
which require legal enforcement through punishment, set the foundation
for the acceptance of the omega.

The church’s leadership functionally subdivided the human being
into a physiological organism that operates according to design law (laws
of health) and a spiritual/moral being that operates according to legally
imposed and enforced rules.

This division was magnified after Kellogg'’s alpha apostasy and his
attempt to gain control of the church away from the theologians. That
conflict resulted in a semi-official separation (and certainly a geographic
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one) between the teaching of the healing
arts and that of theology.

The central Adventist
Church seminary was
established in Michigan,
while the medical school
went to California. Physicians,
by necessity, learned the
design laws of health. But the
theologians, to a great degree,
have been taught a fraudulent
system of rules and rule-
enforcement that inflames fear,
anxiety, and distrust of God, promoting fictional theologies (such as penal
substitution) designed to protect people from God rather than opening
their hearts to be healed by Him.

One of the warnings regarding the alpha apostasy was that, if
accepted, it would destroy the entire Christian economy, and within
Adventism, that is exactly what the omega apostasy has done.

The “Christian economy” is God’s system of life, health, and salvation.
God is the Creator and Sustainer of all things. He is like the sun, constantly
radiating truth and love and all good gifts upon His creation, and we are
to receive those gifts and apply them: say yes to truth, choose to repent
and surrender in trust, to align our will with our Creator’s and, thereby,
grow, mature, advance, and develop. It is the economy
of reality that is based on the design law of
sowing and reaping:

Do not be deceived: God
cannot be mocked. A man
reaps what he sows. The
one who sows to please
his sinful nature, from
that nature will reap
destruction; the one who
sows to please the Spirit,
from the Spirit will reap
eternal life (Galatians
6:7-8, emphasis mine).



We naturally reap either death or eternal life depending on what
we choose to sow into our hearts and minds. When we embrace the truth
about God, it displaces Satan’s lies and leads to trust. And then, when we
trust God and surrender our terminal life, inherited from Adam, to Him, we
receive a new life from Christ and
are reborn—this is the Christian
economy (John 3:3; Galatians 2:20).
We then become living branches
attached to the Vine, daily
receiving the infusion of His Spirit,
His love, His truth, and we grow,
mature, advance, and develop in
heart, mind, and character.

This is the reality of God'’s
economy! The more you give,
love, and share, the more you
receive, grow, and develop.

The alpha would destroy this economy, as it replaces God with
a force that operates within us, and therefore, we do not connect with
our Creator but turn inward to self and our own desires and inclinations,
thereby cutting ourselves off from God, from truth and love, and, therefore,
encode error, fear, selfishness, and decay. Rather than eternal growth and
development, there is unavoidable degradation and death.

The omega also destroys the economy of heaven, of reality, of
the truth of who God is and the love He freely gives, which is to be
freely received, freely chosen, and applied within, replacing it with an
artificial system of externally imposed laws and rules enforced through
punishments from a god who is the source of death rather than life, and
who must be paid with the blood of a human sacrifice not to harm us.

The omega economy is not truth, love, and trust, but imposed law,
law-enforcement, punishment, appeasement, and legal payments. God
is not experienced as a loving Father who is the source of life, but as a
punishing judge who is the source of death. This penal/legal omega
economy is not “the kindness of God leading us to repentance”; its
economy is the fear of God leading us to claim a substitute to hide and
protect us from Him, to pay Him for our sins so He won't kill us. This is not
Christianity! It is the pagan economy of blood payments to the gods to
earn blessings and avoid punishments.

It is this omega—the final deception, the beast of Revelation—that is
soon to overtake the world.
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PART EIGHT

The Omega Fully Expressed

What could possibly be more startling than worshiping a god who
killed his own son? But consider what is now being published in official
Adventist Church materials:

Rather than killing us for violating
His law, the Father killed Jesus
instead. ... Or, to put it crudely,

the Father killed Jesus so that He
wouldn’t have to kill us (Clifford
Goldstein, from “Cliff's Edge,’
Adventist Review, Dec. 8, 2023, “Law,
Freedom, Love,”emphasis mine).*

At the Cross, the “fire from God,”
the wrath of God, “consumed” the
offering, and that was Jesus. The
fires of God’s judgment burned
themselves out on Him [Jesus], at Calvary, and all who are in Christ
are safe forever beneath His wings. At the cross, Christ was judged

as a condemned sinner so that we could be judged as righteous
citizens of the heavenly kingdom. He was judged as a criminal so that
we could be set free from the destructive fires of eternal loss, both
figuratively and, yes, literally, as well (Adult Sabbath School Bible Study
Guide, 2nd Quarter 2023, Pacific Press, p. 46, emphasis mine).

One of the fundamental problems of the Moral Influence Theory is
that it rejects the substitutionary nature of Christ’s death. The idea

4 https://adventistreview.org/cliffs-edge/law-freedom-love/?fbclid=IwAR3wAGrpMo-HQQi2KFAIHXfD-
36 47q5Aam61Z6yJTNk-5FH7QZr66b8h_3(qX0



that God had to kill the innocent instead of the guilty in order to
save us is considered a violation of justice (Rodriguez, A., Adventist
World Review, December 2007; p. 40, emphasis mine).

Why did God the Father choose a cross to be the instrument of
death? Why did He not choose to have Christ instantly beheaded
or quickly run through with a spear or sword? Was God unjust in
executing judgment on Christ with a cross when He could have
done it by beheading, a noose, a sword, a gas chamber, a bolt of
lightning, or a lethal injection? (Whidden, W., Ministry Magazine,
February 2007, emphasis mine).?

For a loving God to maintain His justice and righteousness, the
atoning death of Jesus Christ became ‘a moral and legal necessity!
God’s justice requires that sin be carried to judgment. God must
therefore execute judgment on sin and thus on the sinner. In this
execution the Son of God took our place, the sinner’s place,
according to God’s will (Seventh-day Adventists Believe, p. 111,
emphasis mine).

This is the omega of apostasy. It has twisted the message 180 degrees
away from the true eternal gospel—away from the truth that God loved the
world so much He gave us His Son to save and heal us, away from the truth

5 http://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/2007/February/sinners-in-the-hands-of-god.html
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that Satan is the murderer who killed Jesus at the cross, and to the worship
of a god who killed his own son.

Contrast this with what Ellen White wrote:

God does not stand toward the sinner as an executioner of the
sentence against transgression; but He leaves the rejectors of His
mercy to themselves, to reap that which they have sown (The Great
Controversy, p. 36, emphasis mine).

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for

his sin. The sinner brings the punishment upon himself. His own
actions start a train of circumstances that bring the sure result.
Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a
change of character, and makes it more easy for him to transgress
again. By choosing to sin, men separate themselves from God, cut
themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result
is ruin and death (Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 235, emphasis mine).

And the Bible is equally clear that death does not come out from God:

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23, emphasis mine).

“Sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death” (James 1:15 NKJV).



“The one who sows to
please his sinful nature,
from that nature will
reap destruction”
(Galatians 6:8,
emphasis mine).

Death does not come out
from God; in fact, God has been
using His power to hold it at bay! And
through Christ, God destroys Satan and
death and restores humanity to life:

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the
power of death—that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14, emphasis mine).

“Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life
and immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10,
emphasis mine).

“Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to
God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under
his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death” (1 Corinthians
15:24-26, emphasis mine).

Understanding this, Ellen White correctly identified Satan—not the
Father—as the murderer at the cross:

Satan saw that his disguise was torn away. His administration was laid
open before the unfallen angels and before the heavenly universe. He
had revealed himself as a murderer. By shedding the blood of the
Son of God, he had uprooted himself from the sympathies of the
heavenly beings (The Desire of Ages, p. 761, emphasis mine).
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PART NINE

God’s Message Goes Forward

tis no wonder that the Lord has delayed His coming. Indeed, the
Bridegroom tarries (see Matthew 25:5). Christ delays because He is

waiting for the people He entrusted with the truth about Him, the final
message of mercy, to wake
up from their slumber, trim
their lamps, and take the true
gospel to the world.

We must reject the
omega of apostasy, the lie
that God’s law functions like
human law, and return to
worshiping God as Creator.

But the advancing
message is God’s, and
if those who have been
blessed by Him refuse to
take it forward, then God will
bring in others who will take
it further—just as He did two
thousand years ago.

| have seen this
happening in the growth of Come and Reason Ministries and the design-
law message that calls people back to worshiping God as both Savior and
Creator. My heart is saddened as | see how the church of my upbringing
has, to a great degree, rejected and worked against this message. But | have
also been encouraged as | have seen God opening up other avenues over
the last sixteen years to advance it.

One of these avenues has been my professional work at Honey Lake
Clinic (HLC), where God has brought together faithful Christians from all
over the country and various denominational backgrounds, all focused
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on growing in and applying God'’s truths for healing people—not merely
physically, but also eternal spiritual healing.

Every staff member at HLC is committed to Jesus first, His kingdom,
His principles, and the design laws upon which reality is built. The results
speak for themselves:

« 98 percent of patients with moderate-to-severe anxiety who
completed the HLC program improved, and 58 percent reached
remission based on the gold-standard GAD-7 assessment.

« 100 percent of patients with moderate-to-severe depression who
completed the HLC program reported improvement; 96.8 percent
had clinically meaningful improvement; and 64.5 percent reached
remission based on the gold-standard PHQ-9 assessment.

This is significantly better than what is seen in standard mental
health programs, including many other Christian ones. Why? Because HLC
is actively seeking to apply God’s design laws across the entire domain of
human experience.

Jesus taught this very principle when He said:

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And
the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and

the Prophets hang on these two commandments (Matthew 22:37-40).

Love cannot be obtained by command, imposed law, or law-
enforcement. So what is Jesus saying here? He is calling people to think:
What kind of law is love, and how does it function? It is a design protocol, just
like the laws of health. One cannot maintain health while violating the laws
of health, even if one prays for better health. Conversely, if you harmonize
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with the laws of health, you cannot avoid the healing and restoration of
wellness that will inevitably result.
Beyond HLC, God is moving across a much wider landscape. In 2026,
| attended a Christian mental health retreat with providers, educators,
and researchers from across the country, and the programs presented,
the research being done, and the message these professionals are taking
forward is the applied message of returning to worship God as Creator,
whose laws are design laws.
The Baylor University mental health
research team, in partnership with Harvard
University’s Flourishing Study, has examined
hundreds of thousands of lives and identified
six domains of life that must operate within
healthy parameters for an abundant life—
one of which is healthy, Christ-centered
spirituality. Their research has been published
globally and recently presented at the United
Nations. Nature magazine is even promoting
this message through a series of publications.
One of the presenters at the meeting
was Brad Gray, co-author of the book Bringing
Heaven Here: How the Lord’s Prayer Can Change Your Life and Our World.
He presented the Lord’s Prayer in the context of its setting to the Jewish
people who heard Jesus give it, and connected it all back to Creation,
God’s design, and God’s plan to restore the earth back into harmony with
heaven—and all of that requires restoration within us of God’s design laws.
This book has been turned into a movie and a seven-episode TV series.
God is moving! The message is going forward. Every single human
being is called to join with this message; it is to enlighten the entire world
about God'’s character, methods, and design law. Ellen White saw this
moment coming:

The Lord God of heaven will ... not close up the period of probation
until the message shall be more distinctly proclaimed. The law of
God is to be magnified; its claims must be presented in their true,
sacred character, that the people may be brought to decide for or
against the truth. ... The message of Christ’s righteousness is to
sound from one end of the earth to the other to prepare the way

of the Lord. This is the glory of God, which closes the work of the
third angel (Testimonies to the Church, vol. 6, p. 19).



PART TEN

A Call to Come Out and Join

tis the message that matters, not the
organization.

We must stop confusing the two. We
must stop allowing the organization to
determine our thinking, focus, and mission.

We must not repeat the mistake of two
thousand years ago and reject the advancing
light out of fear of what organized church
leadership will say and do to us.

Today is the time for the eternal gospel—
the truth that God is Creator and His laws are design
laws—to go to the world. This is not a call to leave an organization or move
geographically. It is a call to leave behind a false way of thinking.

Hear the call of the angel of Revelation 18, who echoes the voice of
the second angel of Revelation 14:“Come out of her, my people! It is a call
to free your mind and heart from the lie that God is like a creature, a rule-
maker and enforcer, a being from whom you must be protected, and to
return to worshiping Him as your Creator, Savior, and Healer—a God who is
exactly as Jesus revealed Him to be.

We must study for ourselves, think for ourselves, surrender our hearts and
minds to the leading of the Holy Spirit, and consider deeply the issues at stake.

And when you are fully persuaded in your own mind, | invite you to
worship God as Creator. Reject the lie that His law functions like human law.
Surrender to Him in trust and ask for His healing of heart and mind, and for
His leading to understand where you are out of harmony with the laws of
life, whether physical, mental, relational, or spiritual. For you cannot have
health while violating the laws of health, but, praise God, you also cannot
avoid the healing that results from harmonizing with them.

And | encourage you to join with us in taking this final message of
mercy to the world, so that we can hasten the Lord’s return!
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In a world overflowing with misinformation, competing voices,
and spiritual confusion, how can you know what is actually true?

In The God of Reality: Separating Truth From Fiction, author, speaker, and psychiatrist
Timothy R. Jennings, M.D., presents an evidence-based approach to separating truth
from deeply rooted assumptions and deceptions. Drawing from Scripture, science,
history, and the observable laws of God’s creation, Dr. Jennings reveals a beautiful,
transformative harmony between the Bible and reality—and offers a clearer
understanding of God’s character, methods, and plan to heal humanity.

Through this in-depth, eye-opening series, you will explore:

How to identify and apply a trustworthy standard of truth

What science reveals about life, design, and our Creator

Why God’s power operates through truth and love—not coercion
How sin, salvation, and Christ’s sacrifice function in reality

How truth renews the mind and restores us to God’s design
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you, and transforms your heart, mind, and spirit!
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